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MARZO 2025, DALLAS CITY. TEXAS. DEYO
FEEFARAERE LA COLAZIOME A TT IM TEMPO.
ALTEINEMTI ~HIEMTE. HMOM  FOTEs | FARE
COLAZIOME HEMMEND I0. POSS0 MAMGIARE SOLO
DOFO DI LUT, PERCHé DICE CHE FOTEEEEE
RIMAMERE SEMZA PROYWYWISTE FER AFFREONTARE
LA GIORMATA... LOL LOL .-

FEN=0 CHE QLESTO STIA DRVYERD TRISTE, FERECHée

F'LIETEDF"F'D I0 HOM HO MANGIATO HEMMEND IERT
SERA.”

Y \IERT SERA MHOM HO MANGIATO LA CEMA E OGGET
! ~ DEVO AZSICUREARMI OT MANGIARE QUALCOSA.




SAHMAMTA vA IH GIRO A UELARE TUTTO IL TEMPO.

E ARRAEEIATA COM TUTTI. ANCHE CON QLELLT. . &
B CHE MOM LE HANMO FATTO HIEMTE. £ ARRAEEIATH 3
E‘ COMTT PERCHeMOM TROYAFIuLE SUE STEARETTE 13

E I SUOT WEMTI DOLLARI. SFERED TAMTO CHE MOM
g LT AEEIA PEEST HAREY STAMATTIMNA.
%

LASEMTOCAMMINARE APASSTI FESAMTI YERSOLA
E ! CUCINR DI "CRSA CZ2+~+ MOBILE". LA CRSA
' MOBILE DT JT. CERCO DI STEATIFICARE IL FIu
YELOCEMENTE POSSIBILE IL EBURRO DO
ARACHIDTI SUL PAME TOSTATO DI JT, COM IL SUOD
Uovo E LA SUAR BIREEA, FOI YERESD HEL FIATTO

MEZZ0 SACCHETTO DI CHIFS FONZIE.

’ HLUT FIACE FARE COLAZIONE COSi. 3§

IMMERED DI MHUDWD LE HMAMI  HELL ‘ACOUR
BOLLENTE DEL LAVAHMODIMO IMTASATO. ST ELOCCH
SEMPRE.

SIELOCCA SEMPRE,
2 PIAGHUCOLD, MAORMAT e TROPFO TAROT.

el RN

SAHMAMTA MI TIRA PER I CAFELLI. FERE LA COOA
DT CAVALLO. MT PICCHIA COM M0 SCHIAFFO TH
FRCCIA. AVEWA AMCHE UH GROSS0 ANELLD E LELA
# | | FURIDSA PEECHé =1 ¢ FATTA MALE AMCHE LEI
(e, COLPENDOMT




CAOD A TERRA. PER OUALCHE SECOMDO, CREDO ,
MEMO DI UM MINUTO, PIANGO. POI RIRSSOREO LE A
LACEIME COM GLT OCCHT. : v

E. SHAMANTA ¢ DAVVYERD AREAEEIATAH FEECHe ST ¢ 4
FATTA MALE E FERCHé HA FPER=0 I SLO0T YEMTI
DOLLART PIu LE STGARETTE. MI PEEMDE FER UM

ERACCIO E MI TIRA IHM FIEDT, MEMTREE MI UELA
E i HELLE ORECCHIE.

¥ << TISEIRUBATAIMIEI DOLLART, TR YERQDY
‘ g

I0 PRIMA AMHUTISCO ALLE SUE MIMACCE, MA HOM
; YOLEVD PEEMDEREMI LA COLPA DI UNA COSA CHE
: HOM AYEYOFATTO, QLUESTAH WOLTA. MI GUARDA COM By
GLI OCCHI INCAZZATI &

IO AMHUTSCO AMCORA ALLE SUE MIMACCE.

., PFOILEDICOCHE MHOMHOFRESO I SUOT OOLLART.
E CHE LO GIURD. PER FAVORE.

FMA SHAMHOMMICREDEEMI SEATTE LA TESTA SUL
: EAMCO DELLA CUCINA OI CASA CZ2Z2+ MOBILE.
| IS COME SE WOLESSE USARMI COME UMD STRACCIO
- | PER ASCIUGARE L 'ACOUA MELMOSH CHE LUSCIVAH
DAL LAVAMDING. AYEYDO DAYYERD FAUREAR CHE NI
POTESSE FARE MALE. PERCHé¢ C°ERANO DEI
COLTELLT SUL BAHCO E LA FIASTEA ACCESA.

raal FEOYO A OFFORMI PUNTANDOMI COME LM GARTTO,
- 'MEMTRE URELO:

AL PARPRN

el RN
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IT I ALZA DAL OIVAMD HUMERD A DI CASACZZ+4 )

MOBILE. STAYA GUARDAMOO LA MIMUSCOLA
TELEVISIONE S YOUTUBE. ERA CONTEMTO
FERCHé STAWA GUARDAMNDO MAE FOTATOES SHOW.

<< BASTA! X
OICE.

<< BASTA, BEUTTE... PUIT *+ 3

<< OUESTAH STR* MI HA EUEATO I MIETI YEMTI
DOLLART E LE STIGARETTE. >

<+ LI HO PRESI IO, I TUOI FOTTUTI WENTI

DOLLART. HAT QUALCHE C++ DI FROEBLEMA. SHAMY?
EH? HOM BRSTA CHE MI SFACCO LA SCHIENA
GI0ORMO E HOTTE, MI DEVI EOMFPERE I Cx PER
YEMTI DOLLARIY X

L& TR >: OICE SHAM, LASCIAHDOMI LA TESTA.
<% SCUSA, TREO+ 2> MI OICE.

SAH.

I0LASCTIO LA COLAZTIONE OT T DOYE ¢ ED ESCO
DI CORSA DALLA CASA CZ£2++ MOBILE. MOM MI

— IMTERESSA SE MOM HO MAMNGIATO. HOM WOGLIO

\STHEE LiUM MIMUTO DI PIu ME ME WADO A SCLUALA.
- HOM IHDOSS0 HERMCHE LE SCARFPE.

MA DEY0 AMDARE YIA.




A SCUOLA CHIEDD A KELLT SE HA OUALCOSA DA
MAMEIARE DA COMDIVIDERE COM ME. DICE CHE HA

LM SUCCODT FRUTTA. vOLEVA FAREE AMET A MA IO

LE SPIEGD CHE HO DRWYERD TAMTA FAME E
ALLOREA ME LO REGALA.

FEIMA DI EMTEARE IM CLASSE COREREQO DIETEQ
L ‘EDIFICTIO, OOVE CT S0OM0 I COMTAIMER DELLA
MENSA. AFRED IL CONMTENITORE GIALLO E DELLE
MOSCHE WOLAMD FUORI. SEMERRA TUTTO AMOATO A
MALE. MA I CEREAL HAWS DI QGG S0 CHE SO0
EUOMI. 50M0 GLT AVAMZSI DELLA COLAZIONE
DELLA SCUALA. E CT S0M0 DET PEZZETTI OI
SHACE. TUCE T CHARMS, QUELLO COM IL COMO LOGO
CHE SEMBRER ELICK T 0 HARL.

LT ITH=0I0 PREIMA CHE QUALCUMOMI YEDA. 50 CHE
¢ UMA COSA DA SFIGATI MAMGIARE DALLA
ITMMOMODIZTIA COME GLT OPOSSUM E SPEREO CHE
HESSUND MI YEDA. FEECHé MOH WOGLIO ESSERE
FPEEZA IN IR0

L 'HA =Ia FATTO FPEIMA. A TT PIACE USAREE IL
CIEO COME ARMA. LUT 5A EEME CHE FlUo GETTHEE
LT AYANST HEL BETIOOME DELLA SPAZZATLURA. SH
CHE MAMGIO AMCHE DALL 'THMMONDIZTA QUAMOO
STOMOREMDO DT FAME.

DT SOLTTOCORRED R SCUOLA AREIYAHDO PEOFEIO
ALL 'THIZT0O DELLA LEZTIOME, SENZA TEMFO FER
EUEARE TL CIEO DAT COMTEMITORI GIALLT. MA

WOGETERD SCAPPATA DI CASA PRATICAMENMTE.

B Togie s
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LA SIGHORA GRAMT MI GLUARDA. E SUFPER GEFISSFI.
MI CHIEDE COSA FACCIO Ly POT GUARRDA IL SUO

OROLOGIO APPLE. LA LEZTOME STRA FER™

COMIMCIARE. LE REIVWOLGEO UMO  SGUARDOOD
SFAVEMTATO, COME SE AYESST DAYYERD FPALUREAR.
IM REALTa MOM HO PAURA. PERCHe LA CICCIOMNA

HON ME LE HA MAT SUOHATE. oI T OICE CHE & UMNA
SMIDOLLATA. 2

FERo MI CHIEDE LO STESSO0 COSA CI FACCIO Li
DIETRD.

CI FEMSO UM PO ' E DICO CHE HO INSEGUITO UM
GATTO.

LA GUARDOD HEGLI OCCHI GOMFI E ROSSI. HA
AMCOREA. .

LET MoM MI DICE HIENTE E I0 CORRED WIA. CORED
VELOCISSIMA FRA I BAMEBINI CHE EMTREAMO A
SCUALA.

HEL MIOARMADIETTO CT SOM0 DELLE CARAMELLE
CHE TEMGED PER I MOMEMTI O EMERGEMZA E
QUALCHE QUARRTD OT DOLLARD. HO LM QUADERMD A
QUADRETTI CoM I DIMOSAURI E OIVERST
QUARDERMT COLOREATI PERE LE ALTEE MATEEIE.
SUL QURDEREMD COM I DIMOSAURI SCEIVO E
DISEGMO QUELLO CHE FIACE A ME E ME LO FORTO

SENMPEE DIETRO.




HO UM ASTUCCIO YERDE DI PAPERIMO. LIMA ,
MATITA. LA =0MMA. DUE FEMME: LUMA BEIC E UMA
FENMARDOI HELLOKITTY. EUNA PENMA MORMALE. -0 £

Ee YADO A BERE HEL BAGMO DET EAMETIMT. ?
; MI RICOROAYD OT AVERE DET CAFPELLT EELLI E :
LUCEMTT, MA STAMATTIMA S0MO DEI CIUFFI.

| OUELLY | DT | U | |[COYOTE | SCHTACCIATO

% SULL 'THTERSTATAHLE.

=ILVIA SFOGLIA DUE PAGINE DELLA SUA
EIVISTA DI MODA HMENTRE IL FREOF. EAMP
EITARDA. HON ¢ MIA AMICA. MA HELL 'ORA OI
MATEMATICA S0NO SEDUTH WICIMND A LEI.
EUARREDO AMCHE LA SUAR RIVISTAH. CI SOMO LE
CAMTANTI TEAF E ST WESTOMNO DAYYERD BEME. 1%

FEOYO A GUARDARE MEGLIO. MA LET MI SPINMGE
YIA. OICE CHE S0MO COSE OA FEMMINA, HON DR

el RN

_ MASCHL.
: MI RATTRISTO.
4 £< HOM S0M0 UM MASCHIO! 3
¥ & [LEDICO.
. MA LEI SCORPFPIA A RIDERE. POT ST SPOSTA IN
DISPARTE. FRACEMOOMI YEDERE

UN [ESRRESSTONE DI | SCHIFO. | FER |FERTRMI
oo SFOGLIA UMA O DUE PAGIME, FOT ST CHIMA FER
! \MOSTEARMELD: UN RAGAZS0 FIEMD DI MUSCOLT.

© << ECCO, TU SET COS: QUANDD DIVENTI GRAMDE.
SSEL TUTTOMATTO. >
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INTERROGATORIO DI ROUTINE

DOVEETI SEMFRE DIELD, SE  QUALCUMO MI
FICCHIA, MAFER IL FRESIDE WA BEME COSi DICE
CHE S0MO UM EAGAZS0 E CHE FAR PAETE OELLA
FORMAZTIONE OL TUTTI GLI AMERICAMI IM TEXAS
TORMARE A CASA COM L "OCCHIO MERD.

MA L 'THFERMIEREA LO SA MEGLIO DEL FEESIDE
CHE IO MOM SO0MO UM REAGARZZ0 E CHE MOM
DOvEEEBEERD PICCHIARMI. MI RIMFPEOVERA FIu
DT UNAYOLTA. II CHIAMA AMCHE SIEMHORIMNA.

COSDICOLAYERITA

ALLA FIHE, CEOLLD E COMFESS0: AMNDREEW MI HA
COLPITO PERCHé HO CERCATO DI RUBARGLI
DEGLT Manct "5,

L ‘ITHFEEMIERAMIFASSALEDITASUL SETTODEL
HASO.

£ MON MI HA COLPITO IL HASO »» LE DICO.
£ 0K, 0K 3%

MI EICORDA O MOM FARMI EOMPERE IL MASO SE
YOGLIO CANEIARE SESS0 UM GIORMO, FERCHéPOL

S1CHE SARa UM PROELEMA FARSELD AGEILSTARE:

o MI CHIEDE OI TOGLIERMI I WESTITI. PERCH¢
CONTIHUAR A FENSARE CHE STIA TROFFO MAGEA. LA
MIAMAGLIETTAAMANICHE LUMEHE HA FIuwBUCHI

DEL FORMAGEIO. E LA STESSA MAGLIETTA CHE

a2

ol N |
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§ \GUAEDARE I DEMTTI SCHEGGIATI, OOF0 CHE S0MO
' ZSTHRTL | |SBRATTUTL | ICONMTRO | IL| | RIPIANOD
‘ PTIASTRELLATO DOELLA CUCINA. SOLO UMO e

INDOSSO DA CIRCA DUE AMMI. TT ME LA FA ,
IHDOS=ARE OGHI GIORNO FER RIFORMARMI. DICE
CHE S0MO GRY. : v

MENTEE MI GUAREDD IHTORMHD, EESTO WESTITH {
S0L0D 0N LA EIAMCHERTIA ITHTIMA. :
L "IMNFEEMIERA TAILOR REGISTRA I MIET SEGHI

ELE COMTUSTIOMI HEGLI ARPFUNTT.

COMTA I SEGHI STMILT SUL IS0 HO QURLCHE
GRAFFI0. SEMEREA CHE FREIMA O AVER LITIGATO
COM AMDREEW FRICE AEETIR LITIGATO COM UM
GATTOMAOLTO AREAEEIATO.

LE FACCIO YEDEEE LA EREUCIATUEAR DI
SIGARETTA CHE MIHAFATTO SHAM. ERIMASTO LM ]
SEGHO EOTOMNOO, PIu SCURD, SUL BRACCIO. - u :

LE FACCONTO CHE ¢ STATA FIu UNA SFIDA CHE
ALTEO. COMTIMUAYA A OIEMI CHE EREO LMD
SHIOOLLATO HOH e VERD. E ALLORA GLIEL *HO
DIMOSTEATO. GTa

L"IMFERMIERA TAILOR & MOLTO SCRUPOLOSAH. MI
DaUMA PACCA SULLA SPALLA.

<< MOH DEWI FARTI TRATTARE COS: OA QUELLA
SHAMAMTA. =

MI CHIEDE SE DAYVERD SI CHIAMA SHAMAMTA,
POI MY |CHIEDE DT |APRIRE | A BOCCH |PER

el RN
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. MON HO COMFESSATD.

0K, QUESTO & MIEMTE RISPETTO ALLE TORTURE oo
. CHE FAHHO A GUANTAMAMO. MI ¢ AMDATA EENE. &

SCHEGEZIATOD. FERe. SOLO UMD o DAVVERD
APPUMTITO. SOMO A MET s UN YAHPTRO, A

LA STEHORIMNA TAILOR EIDE. 3

<4 EMORMALE ROMPERST QUALCHE DENTE. SE FAL

SPORET. SKATE O COSE DEL GEMERE. HESSUMNO ITH
AMEREICAHA TUTTI I DENTI. »*

FA UMA PALSA.
<*APARTE I RICCHT. >

AMMOTH QUALCHE ALTREO APFLUMTO SUL FOGLTO.
MEMTRE COMTIMUA A OSSERVARMI, ST FEEMA
SULLA YECCHIA ERUCIATURA SOTTO IL SEMO. LA ]
TOCCAH. EUNA MACCHIA SCURA. PERCHé ¢ MORMALE 3K
CHE 5IA Cosy alAMDO TI FAI MALE E HAT LA &
FELLE CHIARA.

<< CI0e MOH SET HEGED.. >

£¢ OUESTA ME LA SOMD PROPRIO CERCATA.
SIGMORIMA > LE DICO.

el RN

ESTATOTOHM. L 'AMICO OI MIOFREATELLD HARET,
FERCHé GLT HO PRESO DET DOLLART MEMTRE EEA
H CASA HOSTEAR. MOM WOLEYD RIDARGLIELT. COS;
MI HA'SPEHTO UMA STEARETTA AODOSE0 FIMCHe
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QUESTO MOM LO DICO, MA CIMOUAMTA DOLLART

ERAMD  DAVYERD TAMTI. AMCHE IO AVEEIL
TAGLIATO LA GOLA A TOHM 5E MI AYESSE RUBATO.

FUHFE-—OQUETL - S0LBI — PERETIo— MNOM-——SOMO
ARRABEIATA COM LUT.

HODETTOQUALCOSA O SEARGLIATOY

LA SIGHORIMA TAILORE HMI  GUAREDA  COM
FREOCCUPAZIONE, DRITTAMEGLI OCCHI. FORSE &
AREAEEIATH. METTE GIa IL ELOCCO DEGLI
AFFLUMTI E MI SEGLE.

<+ SEI STICURD CHE WAOA TUTTO BEEME A CASA.
MATT? x>

CHIUDO GLT OCCHI FER QUALCHE ISTANTE.
CHE EAEEIA.
MOM MI CHIAMO MATT.

24 MICHIAMOKRTREIM »> OICOALLA STGEHORIMA
TAILOE.

LET MI SORRIDE. MI AREUFFA I CAPELLT SULLA
TESTH.

<% AHIA! »>

MIHAFATTOMALE. DEVOD AYERE QURLCHE LTIVIOO
SPARSO 0OR OUALCHE FPARRTE. MOM MI RICOROO

ik e"-_HEHHEHD FIu COME RME LO S0MO PROCURATO
COUELLOSULLATESTA.




e A g
L m o R ek g e
i R el

| ]

MI AFFRETTO A RIMETTERMI I YESTITI. FACCIO
TUTTOIL PIuYELOCEMEMTE FOSSIEILE.

L ‘'INFERMIEREA REITORMA DOFD POCHL MINUTI |

COMJTARHAMSEM, IL FEESIDE, TNSTEMEADUEDET
MIEL IMSEGHAMTI: LA SIGHORIMA WOODS E TL
SIGHOR ZIEGLER.

IL STGHOR HAMSEM MI COMOSCE MOLTO EBEME.
SOMOSTATONEL SUOUFFICIOFIuDI OGHIALTED
FAGAZZTMO SELYAGEI0 DELLA SCUOLA.

UARDA TUTTI E TRE MEMTEE DICE QUELLO CHE
HA SCOFERTO SUL MIO CORFO DR WETERAMO DEL
YIETHAM. TAILOR, L 'INFEREMIERA. RIFERISCE
CToCHE HA TROWATO.

MI SO0OLLEWA LA TESTA. PERCHe MOM WOLEWD
UARDARE IL FRESIDE. AYEWO ESAURITO LE
EMEREIE FER QUELLA GIORMATA.

HO FAUREA DT GUARDARELO HEGLTI OCCHT. FEECHe CT
MAMCA SOLO CHE MI ADDOSSIMO TUTTA LA
RESPONSABILITADELLASCAZZOTTATA.

IMEEALTaHOUN SACCO DT FAUREA, FERCHERMDREE
MI HA SORFEESO A CERCARE MEL SU0 ZAIMO OT
EEH TEH. LA SUA MEEEMDA.

SOND N LADRD.

raal UM THDIVIOUO PREASSITARIO.
' 7 MI VIENE DA FPIAMGERE. PEMSD CHE MI

ITHCREINIMERANMO FER  FURETO, PERECHe L 'HO
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FATTO TROPPE WOLTE E LE PERSOME MORMALI

COMINCTIAND A FERDERE LA FAZIENZA COM HE.

FORSE MI MAMDERAMMO IM UM  CARCERE

PSICHIATRICO.

HOM YOGLIO RISFOMDERE A MESSUMA DOMAMDA,
DICOFREAME. RESTO FERMO COME LIMA EAMA.

IL PRESIDE HAMSEN MI GUARDA SCUOTEMOO LA
TESTIT

L ‘ULTIMA YOLTAH HA CHIAMATO JT FER wIA DET
FURTTI DI wIVAMOE. JT GLI HA DETTO CHE STH
CERCAMDO DI MOM  FARMI  OIVEMTREE
COMPLETAMEMTE GRTY.

FOI HA CHIU=O TL TELEFOMO. DOFO MI HA
THSEGUTITO COM LA CINTURA. CERECAMOO OTI
COLFTEMI LA SCHIEMA COM LA FARTE O
METAHLLLD,

‘MA MI HA FRES0 S0LO UMA YOLTA.

=0 CHE & FOMOAMEMTAHLE MOM FARST COLFPIRE IH
FACCIA DALLA CIMTURA COM LA TESTA DI
COCCODRILLO. PERCHe SE WA MALE 5T POTEEEEE
FERDERE LIM OCCHIO.

MOM e COLFA O HAMSEM. IH EFFETTI SOMHOD
THCEINIMAEILE FER FURTO. E UMA COSA MOLTO

. SERTA.

. IL STIGHOR HANSEH HE HA ABEASTANZA. CHIAMER A
* DT HUOYO TT.

el RN
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CEASH.

CEOLLO E PIAMGO. IL MIO CORFO TEEMA COME.

GELATINA E EBEALEETTO. STREISCIO COME UM
YERME., TMPLORAMDO TL STEHOR HAMSEM DT MOM
TELEFONARE R TT.

SE FEF FARVORE! k> PIAGHUCOLD
<< MOM OGEI!L 'HOGTaFATTO IMCRZZARE OLESTH
MATTIMA. UM SACCO. DAWWERD UM SACCO.
TANTISSING... &>

LA STIGHORIMA TRILOR MI RIALZA. MI CHIEDE
QUAMTI AMMI HA MIO FEATELLO. LE DICO
QUTHDICTI. IM REALTaME HA DICIOTTAO.

LA SIGHORTIMA TAILOR OICE, TH MANIERA MOLTO
DIFLOMATICA. CHE WISTOIL CATTINVOREAFFORTO
CHE HO CON MIO FADOREE. ¢ MEGLIO CHIEDERE A
HAREET OI FAREE DA INTERMEDIARTO.

FOI MI ASSICURA CHE HAMSEN HOM CHIAMERA TT
Mé LA FPOLIZSIA E CHE. PER OUESTA WOLTA.
CHIUDERAMMO UM OCCHTO.

RIDO.

L '"0OCCHIO DOYE HO PRESO IL PUGHO O ANDREEW
COMINCTIA A GOMFIARSTI. MI Oa DEL GHIACCTIO E
MI RIMAMNDA A LEZTIOMNE. '

i \DATO CHE [ ¢/ TROFFO | TARDI | PER FINIRE LR
- 'LEZTOHE DT MATEMATICA, CORREO DTRETTRAMEMTE
ALLA LEZTOHE DI IHMGLESE DELLA SIGHOREA
WARTH. OGET C'e UM TEST DI ORTOGREAFIA S
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TUTTI GLI STATIELE LORD CAPITALL. HOM SOMO
FEEFARATA. DI SOLITO MHOM LO S0OMN0 MAT.

MOM HO MESSUN TIPO DT OUALITa IH PIu HEGLI

ULTIMI MEST S0OMO TALMEWTE DIMAGEITA OA
FARE IMFREESSIONE.

EMTED IH CLASSE COM LA TESTA BEASSAH, FERECHé
MI VERGOGHO UM PO BUTTO WIA IL FIRST FALCK
DELLA SIGHORIMA TAILORE E wADO A SEOERMT AL
FEIMOFOSTOLIEBERD CHE YEDO.

EMTEANDO MHELLA STAMZA, TUTTI GLT STUOEMTI
MI GURREDAMO. L "THSEGHAMTE SUFFLENTE AGITH
LE MAMI DAWAMTI AL YISO, HOMN ¢ AEITUATAH A
YEDOERE LUMA FERS0OMA COS TRASAMNDATA.

FERE FORTUNA POTEYD COMTARE SULL 'ATUTO DT
ARY. LA SORELLA DT MIA MADEE YEREA. CHE ERER
TORMATA A vIVERE IM GERMAMIA FERE COLFA OT
JJ. LET NI TEATTAYA BEME. ANCHE SE FER LET
SHEET SEMPEE STATAMATT.

MI FACEYA UM SAMDWTICH SE LO CHIEDEYD, COM LA
FEFSI. MI FEEMAYD A GURREDARE CAREATLFE
FEARTLIFE.

FOT FERo MI ERO RESA COMTO CHE ST ERA FATTO
TARDTI. ERA QUAST ORA DT CEMA. ARY HA DETTO
%?E. SE WOLEYD FERMARMI. AVEEEBEE CHIAMATO

;-STFI"."I:I BEVENMDO L “ULTIMA PERST PICCOLA E TL
- CUDREHA COMIMCIATOABATTERMI FORTISSIMG.

ERD HET LRI FERCHe AVEYD FATTO UM CRSINO
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OUELLA MATTIMA. QUAMDO ERO SCAFPATA DI

CASA FERE LA LITIGATAH COM SHAM, E ADESS0 EROD

EIMASTA IMGIREDFIMOASERA.

FER UM ATTIMO HO FEMNZATO CHE FORESE AVEEIL
DAVYERD DOYUTO RIMAMERE Li TUTTAH LA MOTTE.
FORSE AMCHE DUE O TEE GIORMTI. FIHO A QURMOO
AT HOM FOSSE PASSATAH LA RAEEIA.

MA HON FOTEYD.

COM UM SACCO 0T AMSIA HO RIFPRESD A COREEREE
YERSO CASA. SOPEA DT ME IL CIELO ERA AZZURED
EFOTEVOSENTIEE I EAGETI OEL SOLE SCALDARMI
LA SCHIEMA MENTEE MI AWYICIMAYO AL EAMCH
DELLE CASE MOBILT.

AFPREII COM CAUTELA LA PORTA O 'INGRESSO OI
CASA CZ2~+«MOBILE, LA MOSTREAROULOTTE.

MIASPETTAYO CHE IT SALTASSE GIuDAL OIYAMND
E MI FICCHIASSE DA UM MOMEMTO ALL 'ALTREO.
MAHAFATTOFIMTA DI HULLA.

HODETTO <« CIAD >,
MA HESSUMONI HA RISFOSTO.

STRISCIAL | IM |CUCTHA. | POI| ML | GIRAX
DALL 'ALTED LATO DI CASA CZ2+~ MOBILE E
COMINCIAT A LAVARE TUTTO QUELLO CHE AYEYD
LASCTIATO IM DISORDIME QUELLA HMATTINA.

\QUANDD ERO ZCARFATA.

' HEL LIOUIDO VERDASTRO DEL LAYAMDIMO SI
ERAMNO AGETUNTE ALTRE COSE. UMA LATTIMA OI
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CARME IM SCATOLA CHE GALLEGGIAVA. E AMCHE

DEIFISELLI. QUELLT ROTOMDI, WERDT.

MI SEMERAYA DAYYERD STREAMD. PERCHé HOT HI:IH |

MANGIAMO QUELLE COSE.

C ‘ERA AMCHE UMA LATTINA O FISELLT AFEETA.
LA GLUAROAT COME SE FOSSE UM ALTEMO. DENTED
C'ERAMO OET PISELLI AWAMZATI. HOM EED
SICURA SE MAMGIARLT O MO. QUALCOSA MI DAYA
IL WOLTASTOMACO. ERA  COME HMANGIARE
IHSETTI.

ME HO MESS0 UNO IHM BOCCA E POT L "HO SFPUTATO.
MHON FOTEYO MAMGIARLO.

HOM WOLEWO MAMGIARE QUEL TIFOD DI CIEBO,
AMCHE SE AYEYD AMCORA FAME.

MEMTREE SISTEMAWO, LAMCIAYO OQCCHIATE
FURTIVE A JT.CHE STAYA BEVEMDO LA SUA BIREA
MENMTEE GURREDAYA IL WEESTLIMG SU VOUTUEE.
COMTIMURYD A COMTREOLLARE CHE HOM ST
MUOYESSE:

MEMTREE LAVAWO I PIATTI ERO TESA COME UM
GATTO PEOMTO A SALTARE  FUORI  DALLA
FIMESTRER.

POI LA TEMDA AMTI-IMNSETTI DI CASA CZZw

T \MOBILE ¢ STATA SFOSTATA. HAREY ¢ EMTEATO IH
- 'CAZA CON TOHM.

“HAEEY E TOHK MI GUARDAND SOREIDENDO.

el RN




| TOHM MI DICE. COM LA FORZA DEL PEMSIERD,
+ EREAVD, HAT FATTO A BOTTE. MT GLUARDA I LIVIDL

; CHE MI HA LASCIATO ANDREL. |
E, TT DICE INCAZZATO: 1§
<4 MOM CI STIAMO... HARRY. FUORT DAT COiS++1 =

"-’f | TOHN IGHORA TT E MI DICE: BT
E . ¢ EHI. BRUCE LEE. MI PORTI UMA BIRRA. = | (f
- IT SI ARRABEIA. {

HAERET DICE DI FEEMDERE LA EIREA DALLE SLUE.

PER UM ATTIMO SUARDO FUORT DALLA FINESTRA. {
ERIKA E KE¥IM. I FIGLI OI FLANDERS, STANNO 0
| GIOCANDO A SPARARST COM I SUPER LTOUIOATOR |
| MEL RANCH DELLE CASE MOBILI. FLAMDERS

1 INHAFFIA LA SUA PREZI0SA SIEPE CHE DIVIDE

LA SUACASAMOEBILE DALLA HOSTEA.

* F‘EE UM ATTIMO PEMS0 CHE MI FIACEREEEE FARE
5 FARTE DELLA FAMIGLIA DI FLAMDERS.

' AMCHE SE VOGLIO EEME A HARRY.

. HO IMMASIMATO DI ESSERE UNA DT LORD.
) SENTIVOCALDO

S HO SORRTSO.

b 'IL MIO CUDRE HA FATTO UM BALZO QUAMDO HO
 SEMTITOTTRESPIRARMI SUL COLLO,




MEMTRE PORTAYO LA BEIRRA A TOHM, MI CHIEDEWD
COSA WOLESSE, PERCHEMI STAVA COS WICIND,

;i I RIDE E AT Da UM "COLFO DT KARATE™ SULLA %
SCHIEMA. E COMTENTO PERCHe HO FATTO A BOTTE 1
g ASCUOLA. IL COLPOFPERS e STRTOCOSIFORTE CHE
i FER UM ATTIMO MI ¢ CADUTA LA LATTINA DI
EIREA CHE OOVEWD DARE A JOHM. E HO DOWLITOD
E ! FARE UM "‘ACEOEBRZTIA PER RECUFERARLA AL WOLO.
g | LM FO 'O BIRER e USCITA.

JOHM MI RINGEASIA E MI Da UH ALTREO COLFO
SULLA SPALLA. COME UMA MAMCIA.

<« BEAVOD, PICCOLOD. ECOSiCHE SIFA. >

I ¢ CONTEHMTO E 5T METTE IN GUARDIA. MI
COLFISCE COMDETI COLFI OT B0 SULLA SPALLA.
LI DICODTI SMETTERELA.

FOI DICE CHE HO AMCORA SPERAMZE DI MHON
DIVEHMTARE GAY. DICE CHE IL FRESIDEMTE
OOVEEEEE AMMAZZARLT TUTTI I FROCT.

<% BASTA, TT > DICE TOHHN.

el RN

& GLI FAL MALE A QUESTO STRT T TO HO
FATTOUM FO DI BO. = -

| »"\. TT DICE ATOHM E HARRY DI USCIRE DA CASA SUA.
‘< SEI UNASTROMZETTA VELOCE, VERO? »>
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<< PUOTI CORRERE YELOCE E TROVARE IL TEMPO. =2

MON ERO TROPPO COMTEMTA CHE TOHN E HAREY

LUSCISSERO. JT MI GUARDA DALLA TESTA AL
PLEDT.

FUMA TUTTO IL TEMFPD LE SUE STIGARETTE
MARLEORED ROSSE EXTEA FORTL

T RESTA A POCHI CEMTIMETREI DA ME. MI STH
GUARDAMDO. MOM SAPEYO COSH FARE. POTEWO
YEOERE IL SUO0 RIFLESSO MELLA FIMESTER
DELLA CUCIMA.

SOHO - TORMATA A LAVARE ' I PIATTL
FOIHOIMISTIATOA PULIREE IL BARGHO.

MA TT ERA SEMFREE Li IN FIEDT CHE MI GUAROAYA
E COMTIMUAYA A FUMARE. ERA DIVENTATO MOLTO
MAGED AMCHE LUT. LT 51 WEDEWAMO LE COSTINE
ELAFELLE ERA FIEMA DI MACCHIE.

MEMTREE LAYAYD IL PAYIMEMTO COM LE MANI E LE
GIMOCCHIA PERE TEREAR. JT ST ¢ FERMATO COM

CALMA DIETRO DI ME. FUZZAYA O ALCOLICT. MI
HSEETTAVO. | OHE | 5T  AvYTICTHMASSE | F | M1
FEEMOESSE A CALCT.

SEMERAYA CHE CI WOLESSE UM ‘ETEREMITa PERE
FIHIEE DI FULIRE IL BAGHO, FERCHé GUARDAYO

7 TT 0OGMI MIMUTO, MOM YOLEYD CHE MI COLPISSE
\INFACCTIA, OUINDT GLI DAYO SEMPRE LE SPALLE.
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AVEWD COMUNQUE UM SACCO DI AMSIA PEECHé.
QUAMDO  QUALCUND  wUOLE  FPICCHIARTI HMA

ASFETTAFPER COMINCIARE, QUELLO ¢ IL MOMEMTO

FEGGIORE OI TUTTA LA TENSIONE HERVOSA.

LE MIE GAMEE E LE MIE ERACCIA TEEMAYAMND FER
L ‘ATTESA. HOM RIUSCIVO A COMCEMTREAREMI SU
HIENT 'ALTREO.

FIua TAEDI OOVEWDO USARE IL BEAGHO. MA TT AMA
TAMTISSIND IL WE CHIMICO E HOM YIJOLE CHE LD
ST GLTI HODETTO CHE DOVEWD AMDARE IH BRMO
E SOMO USCITA. CERCAMOO UM POSTO DA QUALCHE
FARETE HEL EAMCH.

MI SOMODETTA:
<< FORSE YUOLE CHE BEVA LA MIA FPIF: >

HAHA. LOL.

MI e VEHUTODA EIDERE ISTERICAMENTE.
IMEEALTaMOMC 'ERA DRVYERD UM FOSTO ADATTO
FER FARE FIF: ALLA LUCE DEL S0OLE. DOVEWOD

FARELA IMFRETTAFREIMACHE QUALCHE vICTHOMI
YEDQESSE.

I GUARDOA FUDRTI DALLA GREOSSA FINESTEA A
DELo DELLA SUA CAMERA DA LETTO. QUELLA IH
FOMOO A CRSA CZ22++ MOBILE, E DICE MO CON LA
TEZTAH. SEMERERA CHE ST WERGOGHI O HE. '

Fail ALL 'IHIZI0 QUESTO PEMSIERO ERA TEOFPPO
'STEAMD DA IMMAGINARE, MA SEMTIVO CHE IN TT.
- MIOPAFa QUALCOSA HOM AMOAYA EEME.
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PIuCERCAYO DI CONCENTRARMI SULLE COSE CHE

FOTEVAMD SUCCEDERMI. FIu LA MIA FORZAR

INTERIORE ST ESALURIVA.

FOI UM IDER MI BALEMo MEL CERWELLD. S0
FERCHe TT AVEWA SEGUITO 0OGHI PRS0 CHE
FRACEWD. WOLEWA MANTEHEREE UMA FEESSIONE
COSTAMTE SU DT ME. LASCTANDOMT INCERTH SU
QUAMDO E DOYE MI AVYEEEEE COLFPITO.

FEIMA CHE FOTESSI PEMSARE A UM MODO FPER
SCOMFIGGERLOD, TT URELA CHE SOMO FROCIOE CHE
FRCCIO SCHIFO.

IM CUCINA MI AYEWA DOETTO CHE S0LO LA
YELOCITa DELLA LUCE MI AYEEEBEE SALWATO;
QUTHDI, LT HO PREPARATO IL FATFISH MEL
MICEOOMDE A TEMFO DI RECORD.

DOFD AVER TERMINATO LE FACCEMDE SERALT.
=HAM e AREIVATA COM LA SUA AMICAH EIOMOA E LN
PO 'GRASSA. LESLY. HAMHMODETTO DI USCIRE.

MON HO DETTO MIEMTE. LE HO S0LO GLUARDATE
SORRIDEHDO, QUAST RIDEHDO.

SHAM MI S0FFIo IL FUMO DELLA STEARETTAH IH
FACCIA.AVEWYO LA SCHIEMA APFOGEIATAH CONTED
LO SFECCHIO, CHE COPEIVA TUTTA LA FORETAHDEL
SUFPER WC OT IT. AFFEHA ST SFOSTo DALLA FORTH

N DT CASA CZZ++ MOBILE.




e A g
L m o R ek g e
i R el

| ]

SALTAI FUORT COME UM GATTO. IL FUMO DELLE

SIGARETTE MI STARVA DAVYERD INTOSSTICANDO,

EREA INZOFPFORTAREILE.

0k, ADESS0 FUMAMO DEOGA E FOT FANMO SESS0.
LESLY DEVE SUCCHIARE IL CZ2++ DI I MENTEE
=HAM GUARRDA E FUMA L "HRASHIS.

=1 YEDOE DALLA FIMESTEA. LI FOSS0OM0 VEDERE
TUTTI. ANCHE FLAMDERES. Flo GUARDARE. AMCHE
LUT HOM YUOLE CHE MI AYYICTIHI AT SUOT FIGLT
FERCH¢ OICE CHE MOI FPERSOME TEAMS SIAMO
CONMTRO DIO, CONMTREO IL FRESIDENTE TRUMF,
ELOM MUSE E TUTTA L ‘AMERICA. MA ANCHE
COMTED LA CIMA E COMTEO LA RUSSTA. OTCE CHE
CI ODIAMO TUTTI, TUTTI, OWUMOLUE. OICE CHE
S0OMO STATA FORTUMATA A MASCERE IH AMERICH
FERCHe IM MEDIO ORIEMTE HMI AVYEEEEERD
ERUCIATA YIvA E RIFEESA MENTEE MORIVO
LUSTIOMATA. E CHEL "AMERICAH ¢ TOLLERAMTE COM
HOT, COME COM I MEGRI. MA CHE A TUTTO C e UM
LIMITE. FOSS0STARE Ly MADEYOSTARE LOMTAMNA
DAT SUOT FIGLT.

MON MI STAMMO STMFATICT COMLUMOLUE.

HO ASFPETTATO SEDUTA COMTREO UMA DELLE
EROSSE RUOTE DI CASE CZ2Z++MOBILE.

GURRDAMDD UM PO LA TELEVWISIOME DI

" FLAMDERS CHE ST YEDEVA DALL ‘ESTERMO DELLA
\S1R CASA MOBILE. CURRDAYR AIGH FOTENTIAL.
" HA MOM RIUSCIVO A SEMTIRE L ‘AUDIO. C 'ERAMD

TANTISSINE 2AMZARE.




e A g
L m o R ek g e
i R el

| ]

I MAZISTI USAVAND LE ZANZARE COME TORTURA.

ERAMO STUFPIDI. ELUMA TORTURA A CUT FOTEEEEBE

RESISTERE CHIUNQUE STA HATO A DALLAS.

HOM AYEYOHESSUMA IDEA SUCOSA FARE. EROCOS;
STAMCA CHE MI SOMO ADDORMEMTATA FREA LE
ANZARE——EOME—— I -BAMBINI | HRRIEGAMNE
DELL ‘ETIOFIA IM MEZZ0 ALLE MOSCHE QUARMDO
STAMMO FER MORIEE. PER LM MOMENTO HO AYLITO
PAURA- DI FIHIRE -IL SANGUE. POI- - HO
FEALIZZATO CHE ERA UMA FPRURAR STUFIDA E
IREAZIOMALE.

QUAMDD HO SEMTITO LA TESTA EOTOLARE TH
AVAMTI. MI S0MO SWEGLIATAH. JOHHM MI AYEWAH
SFIMTO O LATO. MIO FEATELLO STAYA
GUARDAMDO DEMTREO CASA C22+= MOBEILE. TOHM
GUARDAYA DEMTREO COM LUT MEMTEE MI FEENDEYR
IM IR0 E DICEYA A HARREY DI MOM <<FAEE IL
CiL~+E ANDARE A FEEMDERE L 'HASHISH:>.

HAREET HADETTO DI HO.

L'HO OIFESO AMCHE TI0. HO OETTO CHE JJ LO
AYREEEE PICCHIATO SE GLI RUBAYA L 'HASHISH.
ALLORA JOHM HAR DETTO A ME DI AMDARELA H
FEEMOERE.MIHADETTO CHE ERO IHNUTILE SE MOM
EEII:EED AFEEMDERE L '"HASHISHE CHE ERO SEMZH

<<l ASCTALA STAEE. JTOHM:> HA DETTO HARET.

VMO HA DETTOTOHN,




el P T

TOHM HA DETTO CHE HARRT HOM CAPTYA UN CZ2

E—GHE T ERA— BT STR* T RAYERE [ FOT S
QUELL 'HRSHISH E MOM DIVWIDERLA. FOI MI HA

DETTO: <<0k, FICCOLOX> E MI HA SOLLEVATA IH
SFALLA FER FARNMI YEDERE OEMTREO CASA CZ2x
MOBILE.

L ‘"HASHISH ERA SUL TARVOLO. QUALCUMO STRYA
YOMITAMDO MEL BAGHO DI TT.

<<WEDI CHE STR++ST SOMO FUMATI TROPPO::,
MI HA SPIEGATO TOHM.

«<CHE COGL++ CHI ¢ IL TACCHIMO CHE YOMITH
MEL WOSTRO CESSOY

<{OUELLA CHE SI SCOPA PAPa»» HO CHIESTO, |

<<¥OMITAFER IL SAFPORE DELLO SPERMA™Y -
JOHM MI HA GUARDATAH SCOMYOLTO.

CI HA FEMSATO. IM EFFETTI FOTEEEEE ESSERE.
CREDD STESSE PEMSAMOO A CHE GUSTO POTESSE
AVERE LO SPEREMA. MA OGET S0 CHE LO S PERCHé
UHAYOLTAST e SCHIZZAATO INFACCIAMENTREE ST
SEGAVA.

MO 2,

. MIHARISPOSTOPOI. IN SLAMG.

;?{{HEI WAT. QURNDO FUMT TROFFA EREA ¢ HOEMALE
. WOMITARE. IL TUO CORPO A UM CERTO PUMNTO ST




RIEELLA ALLA MARITUANA E DECIDE DI PUNIRTI
COMN IL VOMITO INFIHITO:, \

E. | Ok. ECCOFPERCHe HOM DEYI PEREMOERELA TUTTA. | f
<+ME PEEMDI UH FO °, FOI ESCI E CE HE FACCIAMOD ]
i UM CASTELLO. PEENDT AMCHE LE CARTIMEX>.

JOHM CERCAYA MELLE TASCHE DEI TERHS LM

E ' EIGLIETTODEL FULLMAM.

¥ LT FAMMO PLASTIFICATI AFPPOSTA. DICEYA A
| . HRERY COME SE LO STATO DEL TExAS STESSE
COMPLOTTAMDO COMTRO DI LUT.

; <<FA MIENTE. FEEMDI AHMCHE I FILTRI. DAL
' FMUDYITIx>,

MI HA DETTO, SFIMGEHDOMI PEEFOTEMTEMEMTE
IM AYAMTI FERE LA SCHIEMA MEMTEE GUARDAYA
DENTREO CASH C22-+MOBILE COME UM LADRED.

HO QUAST FPERS0 L EQUILIEBRTO, POT S0OMO
] EMTEATA MELLA ROLLOTTE.

1B TT HA FATTO SESS0 COM LESLY. C e PUZ2A DI
i | FUMO, O SFEEMAE DT WOMITO.

Ok, WOLEVD COMUMICARE COM LA FORZA DEL
FPEMSIERD.

L0 50 CHE DEYO USCIRE.
;'-EII:I"."ETE FARE QOLIELLE COSE DR "GREAMDT.

el RN
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IL RUMORE DELLE MACCHIME CHE PRSSAVAND.E I
LAMPT ROSST DELLE LUCT O DEGLT AEREI CHE

YOLAYAMD SOPREA DI LORO. IMTAMTO PAELAVAND.

DEL PEESIDEMTE TREUMF E DEGLI ALTIENT.

YOLEWO S0L0 FARE UN TIROD. AVEWO RUEARTO
LI'HASHTISH.

JOHM HOM YOLEYA FARMI FUMARE. MI HA OETTO
CHE MI SAREI FERESA IL CAMCED, L 'HIY E LA
FARALISI CEREERALE.

GLIHOJDETTOCHE HMOM ERO UN IDIOTA.

FOI MI HAHMO FATTO FUMARE. HO TOSSITO.
FACEWYA SUFPER SCHIFO. MA e HORMALE. FERCHé IO
MON FUMO SFESS0. E MORMALE CHE FACCIA SUPER
SCHIFOE| GHE [TI [ SEMBRI [CHE ILL [SARORE
DISEUSTOSO IM BOCCA MOM PRSSER: MAL. ED &
YERD: MOM PASSA.

FOI MI HA COMIMCIATO A GIRARE LA TESTH
FERCHe¢ TOHM AYEWA USATO SOLO MEZZA
=IGARETTAHFPER FARE IL CASTELLD.

POILSTI e IMCAZZATOFERCHeRIDEWD. O FIAMGENYD.
DICEWA CHE MOM L 'AVEWA FATTA PEE I BAMEBIMNI.
CHE I EAMEINI MOM POSS0OMO FURMARSI LM
CASTELLOOTI S0OLA EREA.

0K, ORALOS0: L "HASHISH HON ¢ EREA, MA IO LT HO

s \SEMPRE CHIAMATI COM LO STESS0 MOME.
' S ¢ LASSURDO:
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DICE HREREY
SLHONMISTO LM LFQE .

HA THOICATO UM DISCO WOLAMTE CHE AMDAYA

YERSO IL MESSTICO.
<<WAALL 'AREA 517>,
<<HOM PEMSO:: MIHADETTO TOHM,

AEERACCIAMOOST LE GIMOCCHIA COME SE FOSSE
STAMCO DT ESSERE SEALLATO. COME SE STESSE
SPIEGAMDO UMA COSA CHE ST STUDIA IH PRINMA
ELEMENTHEE.

MI HA SFIEGATO CHE GLI UFOQ WAMMO IM SUD
AMERTICA. MI HA CHIESTO SE S0 QUAMTE PERSONE

SPARISCOMO IM SUD AMERICA OGHI GIORMHO, E

FERCHeé HESSUMO SA PIo NIENTE DI LORO. DOVE
YAMHO? CHI LE PEENDE™Y

HARET GLUAEDA JTOHM HEGLT OCCHT.

LIl GOVERMOY>> CHIEDE. UM PO " COMFLISO.
IMEFFETTIERAPOSSIEILE.

JOHM CT PEMSA SL.

£ZM0.MOM e IL GOVERNO. SOMO0 GLT ALTEMT .

L+ SILENZIO.
' HO CHIESTOPERCHe LT RAPTSCOND.
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JOHM MI HA DETTO CHE LI RAPISCOMO PER
FORTARLI INODIETROMEL TEMFO. DICE CHE, SECI

FPEMSO, ¢ LOGICO: SULLA TERRA. DOPO I

DINOSAURT. SOMO AFPARST GLI UOMIMI. E COME
SOMO APPARSTY

LODICE GURRDANDOL THTERSTATALE.

LI ALIEMI HAMMO PORTATO GLI UOMIMI DEL
FUTURO IMOIETREO HEL TEMPO.

HARET MI SFIMGE A CASA COME SE FOSST LN
CARCERATO. MI FEENDE PER IL COLLO. AFREE LA
FORTADOI CRSA C22~+MOBILE.

TUTTO ERA AURST COME PREIMA. SOLO CHE SHAM
DORMIVAMEL SUQLETTO.

HARET L '"HA TIEATA Iy PER UM FPIEDE, MA LET
ERA TEOPFO SEALLATA PER FARE QUALCOSA, COS;
HA COMTIMUATO A DOREMIEE FER TEREA.

IL HMIO LETTO DOYEWA AMCORA ESSERE
TEASFORMATO. FERCHe IL TRYOLD DI CASAH CZ2x
MOBILE DIVEMTAH IL MIO LETTO FIEGAHDOST E
FRCEMOD SCOREERE SOFPREA IL RIVESTIMEMTO IN
EFOMMAFIUMA DET SEOTILT.

MA ERO SEALLATAHANCHE I0E MOM CI RILSCING.
HO PRESO IL TELEFOHO DI QUALCUMO. AYEYA UMA

" COVER ROSSA. YOLEYO SPOSTARLD.
"MA MI & CAOUTO OUE 0 TRE YOLTE. APREMOOST

COME UM GTOCATTOLO PER EAMEIMI STURPIDT.
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PO HODETTO A HARRY CHE MO MI SEMTIVO BENE
E GLTI HO MESS0 I MAMO IL TELEFOMO CHE MOM

RIUSCIVO FIoA RICHIUDERE. vOLEYD AMNDARE A

YOMITARE.
MA IL BRGHO ERA GTaFIENO DI wOMITO.

MI S0MO GUARDATAH INTORMO, FIMNCHe HARREY MOM
MI HA DATO UH PEZZ0 DEL sSUO LETTO FERE
DORMIRE. SHAM ST INGIMNOCCHI o AFR IL MOBILE
DEL LAYAMDINGO E PRESE UMA BOTTIGLIA DI
AMMOMIACA. HOM CAFII SUBITO COSH STESSE
FACEHDO. PRESE UM CUCCHIARIO E CI WERSS
DEMTREO DELL *AMMOMNIACA.

o HMEU—CERVELLOERR--TROPRB-SCOSSO-PER
FEMSAEE. FER QUAHTO LO YOLESST, ERO APFEMA
SVWEGLIAE MO RIUSCIVOARMETTERE IHMOTO IL
CERVELLO IMTORFIDITO. COM IL CUCCHIAIO IH
MAMD, SHAM COMIMCIo A STRISCIARE WERSO OI

ME. UM PO' DI AMMOMIACA CROEWA DAL
CUCCHIAIOMENTRE AYAMNZAYA.

HO QARSI RIS0. MI SEMERAYA IEEEALE.

<4TUTTO QuI? TUTTO QUELLO CHE FARa SHEa
FARMI INGOIARE UM FO 'O DETERSIWVOY >

MI OISST. HOM ERO STCUREA DEL PERCHe WOLESSE
AYYELEMARMI. MA ERO MOLTO ARRABBIATA.

| \TUTTOD QUELLD CHE RIUSCINVG A FEMSARE EEA. ..
' y HTEMTE.




LA MIA MEMTE ERA TROPFD AMMEEEIATA. SENZA ,
ESITASTIONE HO AFERTO LA BOCCA, E SHAM MI HA.
FIAMTATO IL CUCCHIAIOFREEDDO IM GOLA. \J I

E. UM ATTIMO DOPO HOM  REIUSCIVMGO FIou H i
FESFIREARE.

, S0M0 EIMASTA FEEMA. TEEMAMTE DAYAMTI A
% _ =HAM, SEMTEHDOMI COME SE MI USCISSERD GLI

QCCHT DALLA TESTA. S0LO POCO DOFO NI SOMHO
g | FESA COMTO DI QURNTO POTESSE ESSERE
i FERICOLOSO INGOIARE DETERSIYVI.

MI BREUCIAYA LA GOLA. MI LACEIMAYAMND LI
QCCHIE SEMTIVOUN YAPORE STRANOUSCIREE DAL
; HFIEEI. EDHSE MI SEMERAYA AMCHE DI YWEDERCI ]
: DOFPIO. 3K

SOMO SETAMCATA. HO COMIMCIATO A YOMITARE.
HARET ST ¢ ALZATO DT SOFPREASSALTO. SEMEREAYA
CHE STESST SOFFOCAMOO.

MI HA CHIESTO COSA STESSE SUCCEDEMDO. GLI
: HO DETTO CHE SHAM MI AVEWA FATTO EERE
B L *AMMOMNIACA.

UL || | c¢PERCH¢CZZ*+LOHAT FATTO P
HA CHIESTOHARRT.

© | SHAM MI GUARDAYA VOMITARE SUL LETTO DI
. HARRT.

'<Z0UANTE STORIE PER UMO SCHERZD. CALMATI >,
~HAREEYT HADETTO OUALCOSA TIFO:

el RN
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:—EEZ***-HDEIILE. sUL GEADIMD ELETTREICO DI
o METALLO, E CONTINURYA A DIRE:

£¢MI STAT PREMDEMDO PER IL CULO? HAT FATTO ,
BEERE AMMONIACA A MIA SORELLA. TESTA DI
R e S ) ¥

FOIL 5T ¢ ALZATO E L 'HA SFIMTA FUORI DALLA
CASA MOBILE. HA LANCIATO FLUORT LE SUE COSE.
HA ANCHE FRESOLESLY PER LE CAVYIGLIE E. COME
LM MAIALE. L "HA SFIMTAFUORT.

=HAM CONTINUAYA A DIRE. COM UHA YOCE FIENA
DI 0O0T0:

<< TI FACCIO CAUSA, FRGAZZTHO. HAT FATTO LIMA
CZ22+= GUARDA. IL MI0 SAMGUE>.

I ERA FATTA MALE AL GIMOCCHIO CADENDO PER
TERRA. 1§

JT 5T ¢ TIRATO SU DAL LETTO DI COLPO E 5T &
ALLACCTIATO I TEAMS. £ SCESO MEZZ0 SERAGATO
DAL LETTOE HA SFINTOHARERET FERE TERER.

£<C0SA HAT FATTO A TUA MADRE?:> HA DETTO.
AMCORA MEZZ0 ETHCOGLIONITO.

{-h{"."FII A FMHC TTx> HADETTO HARET.

I LI ¢ SALTATO ADDOSS0 E LO HA PRESO A
FUGHI. HARERET MOM & LM MACHO.

SHAM ST ERAMESSA SULLA PORTA DT CASA-

el RN




<<EUARDA COSA MI HA FATTO. MI HA EIETLIEF'F!TFI
QUEL PRZZ0. GUARDA IL MIO SANGUES .

b AMCHE LESLY UELAYA. IT HA DETTO A HARET I:HE g
E, LU AvYEWA COMBATTUTO OUE GUEEEE HEL {
DESERTO, CHE LO AYEEEBEE UCCIS0 COME AYEYA :
g UCCTIS0 GLT UOMINI SCIMMIA IN AFGHAMISTAM.

E CHE MOHM DOVEWA DIRGLTI O <<ANDARE AL

% _ DIAYOLD::.

HARET E I T ST FICCHIAMO.

FOI HAEREY., COM IL LAEBERO ROTTOD. APEE IL
CASSETTO SOTTO IL LETTO DI JT E. FEA LE
_ MUTAMDE DI JT. PREMOE LA SR ARMA DA FUOCO.
; DOFO UM PAID O TEMTATIVI SPARA OUE COLFI '
& AL SOFFITTO. 5§

TUTTI ST FERMAMD. IO HOD UM FORTE DOLORE ALLD
STOMACO.

« I AFEE IL MINI-FEIGORIFERD E PEEMHOE LIMA
BIREA. AMHUISCE, DICE A SHAM:

i SKOUESTO & IL MIDRAGRZZD::.
B T FOI RIDE. AEERACCIA HARET. RIDE AMCORA.
. £<PERCH¢HAT SPARATOALLA MIA ROULOTTE? >,

HAERT GUARDA IL SOFFITTO FORATO. STA LUI
CHE T.T SOMO COPERTI OI SEGATUREA.

<<DE%0 PORTARE MATT IM OSPEDALE. QUELLA
- TRE=+LEHAFATTOEBERE L ‘AMMONIACAH:>.

el RN
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HRRRY PUMTA LA PISTOLA SU SHAM, CHE

CONTINUA A DIRE CHE ¢ UNO TUNKIE MORTO
FRC#
TT DICE CHE HOM & FRC

=HAM DICE CHE DEVE PAGARLA.EFA IL GESTODET
EIGLTETTOMI.

FOI FAFa LE CHIEDE FERCHe CZ22++ MI HA FATTO
EERE L "AMMOMIACA.

=HAM OICE CHE EEA MO SCHERZO E CHE SIAMD
DEGLT THCIVILT.

I GUARDA HARERTY, AFEE LE ERACCIA E DICE CHE

ERA UMD SCHERZD.

I0STOPIUTTOSTO MALE.
IT ABERACCIA HARRETY.

“LEAGAZZE, SAHI QURNTO  CZZ+-=  COSTA TIL
FOTTUTO OSFEDALE. IO HO EBEWUTO AMCHE
ETAMOLO HEL GOLFO, HOM MI HA FATTO UM CZ2
UM FO DI DETERSIVO NOM FANIENTE::.

<<OUAMTO NE HA EEVUTOY >> CHIEDE.

& SUDANDO.

<M CUCCHIAIMO::, DICE SHAM.




i
i
I8

UM MINUSCOLO CUCCHIATHO:
AGGIUMGE, TINCAZZAMDOST.

<+tHAL SENTITO HAEET? UM CUCZCHIAIHO.
AMODATEYEHE TUTTI A FHC++ MI SCOFFIA LA
TESTR:=X.

IT SCEMDE OA CASA CZ22+ MOBILE FER FUMAREE. - |
=HAM ST AVYICINA. MAJTT LA SFIMGE E LET CADE
DT MU0

<AFUORI DRI CELZ -k x,
OICE:
CHMIAVETE ROTTO IL C22x3x.

HRRRY SI SIEDE SUL DIYAMO. AL FOSTO DEL
TRYOLD. DAL LATO OFFDSTO DEL LETTO, € I
GUARDA.
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LA MATTIMA DOFPD, MENTRE FULTYOD ITL EAGHO, MI

=00 CHIUSA DAYAMTI ALLO SFECCHIO FEE
COMTREOLLARE LA LIMGUA CHE BRUCIAYA. GLI
=TRATI DI CARME SEMERAYAMD RASCHIATI WIA,
MEMTEE LE FPARTI EIMAMENTI ERAMO EOSSE E
CEUDE. EIMAST Li A FISSARE IL LAVAMHDIMNO,
E%IJ;EHDD QUAMTO FOSST FORTUMATAH A ESSERE

HO FIAMTO, DICEMOOQ A HARRET CHE AYEWYD
EIS0:HD DT AMDARE DAL DOTTORE O A SCUOLA,
DALLA STEHORIMA TATLOR.

LUTMIHADETTODT HO.

<+CHIAMI LA POLIZTA SEMZA PEMSARCI, E MI
SOFFOCAMO COME FLOTD, O CT FAMMO FARE LA
FIME DT =000, MI SPIACE. KATE. MI SFPIACE. MA
DEVI SOPREAVYYIVERE DA SOLAQUESTA WOL TR

LI HO CHIESTO SE SAREEEBE RIMASTO COM ME
MEMTRE GLIARIWO.

HARREYT MI HA DETTO CHE Si CERTO CHE LO
AVEEEBEBE FATTO. COM LA FPISTALADI IT.

QUAMDO TT HR FATTO FERE TORMAREE IHDIETECD.
HARRET HA SFARATO LM COLFO A TEEER, FUORTI
DALLA FORTA.

£ )\ <<CHE YUDT?¥> HADETTO.
. <<LAMIAEREA3>.




T

HROETTOTT.

£{P0I ME ME ¥ADO. ME ME YADO FORSE PER SEMPREL | |

CZ2Z+ FAMIGLIA DT INGEATI ROTTI IM CULO,
COM TUTTH LA FATICA CHE HO FATTO PER
CRESCERYI. FIMOCCHI, IMGEATI.. *+x.

HARET LOGUARDA CON IL SEGHO COMYENZTIOMALE
CHE wUOL DIRE CHE L 'HRSHISH ¢ FIMITA. POL
LT LAMCIALE CHIAYI DEL PICE -LP.

<<WAL A FARTI UM =IKO. PAFA YATI A FARE LM
IR,

<<CERTOCHE CT WADO: >
DICETT

<+CERETO CHE CT wADO. MA SE HOM TORMO. .. SE MON

TORMOD, CHI %I HMAMTIEME. A YOI DUE
SHIOOLLATI? .

UM AL TRO <<PAP Ak,
OICE ALLARGAMDO LE BRACCIA

SILENZTO
JJ SALE SUL FICE-UP.

" \FLAMDERS CHIEDE SE ¢ SUCCESSO QUALCOSA.

'HRERT GLT OICE CHE GLI SPARA HELLE PALLE.

. T

CHE STHMO IM TEXAS E CHE Fllo FARLDO FERCHé e




EMTEATO MELLA SUA FEOFPEIETA FLANDERS DICE

CHE ALLORA GLT SPARA AMCHE LUT SE HARET
B EMTEAFPER SEAGLIOMNELLA SUR PROPEIETA DICE 3
E‘ CHE HARET HA FATTO UM ERRORE, CHE STAE2 AD 13

ASFETTAELDO COM IL FUCILE E CHE. COME E ]
5 QUAMDO METTEE2 UM FPIEDE HELLA SUA
3 FEOFPEIETa LO FARa FEIMA O POI, ALLOEAR SHEA
% _ MORTO.

<<HATI CAFITO, HAEET JTATY HMORTO. MORTO.
Ll L+

FURTROPFOFER TUTTALAGIORHATA SOMOSTATA
MOLTOMALE.

’ MI FACEYA MALE LA FAMCIA E HON RILSCIVG A 3k
LSCIRE DAL BARGHO. k)

QUALCOSA SEMERAYA MI AVESSE BUCATO DA
DEMTRED.

MI SEMERAYA DI STARE MOREHDD COME HISASHI
g OCHI. IL GGIAFFOMESE CHE SI ¢ SCIOLTO
2 DALL 'IHNTERHO DOFPO ESSERE STATO COLFITO DA
L UM ERGEIO EAMMA.

HOM AYEYD FIu BETANCHERIA IMTIMA. HAREYT MI
HAFATTO UM Te SOLUEBILE MELL 'ACAUA CALDA.

I0 AYEYD EISOGNO0 DI ANDARE DI HUOWO I
ERGMHO.

_ :.' MA AYEYD FAURA DT MUOYERMT.

el RN
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ALLA FIME. RACCOGLIENDD GLI ULTIMI RESTI
DELLAMIADIGHITA

HO CHIUSO GLI OCCHI, CERCAMOO 0T FEMSARE A |

LM MOO0 PER PULIREE LA CASA CZ22++ MOBILE DR
TUTTI QUET FLUIDI CORFPOREI. COMPRESO TL
YOMITO DI SHAM CHE HAREY AVYEYA COFERTO COM
DELLE MAGLIETTE.

UMHA YaLTA, DURAMTE UMA SETTIMAMA IH CUT MOM
MI EEA FERMESSO FEEQUEMTAREE LA SCUOLA
FERCHe& SECOMOO T,

L ' ISTITUTOAYENA WIOLATO I SUOI OTEITTI OT
AMEREICAMO LIBERD,

MI S0MO ARRAEEIATA E GLT HO URLATO CHE TO
SARETI AMDATA A SCUOLA E CHE HOM POTEWA
IMFEDIREMELD.

LUT 5T e ARREAEEIATO. MI HA MESS0 IL SAFOME IH
BOCCHEMIHADETTODOI FULIRE IL WC. FERCHELA
SCUOLA HOM SERVIWA ALLE PERSOME SCHIFOSE
COME ME, E TAMTO MELLA WITAH AYEEL FOTUTO
SOLO PULTIRE WC CHIMICTI. QUELLA, SECOMDO LT,
EEEVLI'_:__EIIEH SCUOLA CHE MI SAREEEE DAVYERD

LUT MOM LO SAFPEVA. MA NI SOM0 RIFIUTATA OI
IMGOTIRRE IL SAFOME. COM IL PASSARE DET
MINUTI LAMIAEOCCA ST RIEMFIVA O SALIVA.

;-I:I".""."IFIHEHTE MI S0MO RIFIUTATA. JT MI HA
- SPIMTH CONTREO IL MURD E MI HA DETTO CHE ERO

UM PICCOLO FRO- IMNGREATO, CHE NOM POTEWD
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FARE FIGLI PERCHé¢ SAREEEBERD MATI HDETI-D
CoM- L 'HIY MEL SAMGUE. E CHE HOM POTEWO

MEAMCHE AMDARE MELL 'ESERCITO. QUTIHMOT.. SE-

HON PULIYO IL CESS0, POTEYO AMCHE MORIRE.

MI HA DETTO CHE DOVEWOD RESTREE COM IL SUOQ
SAFOME FIOQCCHIOSO IM BOCCAH. COMTEO LA
PARETE. | COME (ERR [ SUCOESSO B LUT TN
AFGHAMISTAM QUANDO AL-OREDA LO  AVEWA
CATTURATO. SOLO CHE Li LO AYEYAMNO DAVYERD
TORTURATO.

MIHA FATTO YEDERE PER L 'EMMESTIMA WOLTH LA
CICATEICE DI UM COLFO DI COLTELLO. CHE
HARRET DOICE ESSERE STATA IM EEALTa UM
IMCIDEMTE IM MOTO, QUAMDOO ERA RRGARZZ0.

T4 MOM MI PEEMETTEYA OT DEGLUTIRE. DOYEWYD
TEMERE IL SUQ SAFOME PIOOCCHIOSO IH BOCCAH.
COME HELL 'ESERCITO.

OoFr0 WEMTI MIMUTI PASSATI A GUARDARMI
MENTEE BEEVEYA BIEREA. MIHADETTO:

«%A YOLTE PEMS0 CHE SET PROPRIO MIO FIGLIO.
E CHE MOM SET COSi0MOSESSUALE .. »>.

LO HA DETTO CON UM "ARIA SODOISFATTA, COME
SE MI STESSE RIFORMAMOO, O COME SE FOSST LIH
MAYT SEAL.

7 TONOMMT MUDYEYD, HOM MI IHTERESSAYA. MA MO
'AYRET FULITO IL WC CHIMICO DT CASA CZZ+s
" MOBTLE IHOQUEL MODO. AMCHE SE LT DICEYA CHE

HELL ‘ESERCITOLO FACEYAMO SEMPRE.
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MI HA DETTO CHE QUESTA ERA UMA COSA DA
BAMBINI | DEL | CZ2Z2++ | BERCHe AL FRE=

HELL-ESEREITO-IL--SARPONELO-METTOME-MELS

CULD.

FOIHARISOEHADETTOCHE, IHQUESTOCASO. LA
MIAEBOCCAH COMTAYA COME IL C+0.

MI ¢ VEHUTO DA RIOERE E IL SAFOME MI e CAOUTO
DALLA BOCCH.

I HAR FATTO UMO SCATTO VERSO DI ME. EROD
YICIMO ALLA PORTA, S0M0 SALTATAH FUORT E HO
COMIMNCIATO A CORRERE YELOCISSIMA. MI HA
LAMCIATO IL SAFPOME COM I PELTI DEL SUO
RAOQREATO CZ22++ AMCORA ATTACCATI SOFPEA E MI
HA COLFITA IMFIEMO.

HO FPEMSATO CHE FORSE ERA DAVYERED STATO LM
ERAVD CECCHIMO. E CHE DOWEWA AYER
AMMAZZATO MOLTI HEGRET.

HI HA UELATO: <<0URMOO0 TORMI S0M0 GUART PER
TE. STGHORIMA.

MOM 50 PERCHe MA AMCHE SE ERA UMA MIMACCIA
MIHAFATTOFIACERE CHE AVESSE AZZECCHTO TL
MIO GGEMEREE. AMCHE SE HELLA SUA MEMTE
CONTORTA ERA UM THSULTO. UMA COSA FER CUT
UMA PEESOMA MORMALE GLT AYEEEEBE SPARATO.

#" DAT BIDOMI DELLA SPAZZATURA WICIMO AL
'EAMCH HO TIRATO FUOREI UM TOWAGLIOLO DT
- CARTAH USATO E MI SO0 ASCIUGATA L "INTERMO




DELLA BOCCA, ASSICURANDOMI DI AYER SPUTATO
TUTTO IL SAPOME SCHIFOSODI TT.

DO AVER FINITO, MI SENTIVO COME SE AVESST

YIMTOLUMA MARATOMA OLIMFICA.

ERD ORGOGLIOSA DI ESSEREMI FATTA WHLERE.
AMCHE SE SAFEYD CHE FOT LE AVEETI FEESE. ERED
FIEMAMEMTE COMSAFEWOLE CHE AVEET FOTUTO
FAGARE FER IL MIO CEIMIME IM QUALSIASI
MOMEMTO; QUIMOLI. HO TIRATO A GIREARRE FER
DALLAS FIMO A SERA. SOMOAMDATH IM CITTa COM
IL BUS, SENZA BTIGLIETTO.

HO CHIESTO A UMA RAGARZZA DELLAMIAETAaSE MI
FEESTAYA IL TELEFOHO PERE CHIAMARE HARRY.
LE HO SFPIEGATO CHE MOM EISFOMDOE MAL SUBITO
E CHE POTEWAMO ASFETTAEE UM FO ' SOTTO TL
FORTICO DEL MCOOMALD 'S, MI HA DETTO CHE LO
AVEEEEE FATTO SE AVEWO DELLE STGARETTE.

SOMOAMDATAH A CHIEDERE STGARETTE E QLUIALCHE
DOLLARD IM GIRED. HO CHIESTO A CIRCA CINQUE
FERSOME. FOI UMD HR ACCETTATO DT COMPREARCT
UMA ETEEA. CE L 'HA YERSATAH IM UM ETICCHIERE
DELLA COCH-COLA E 5T e SEOUTO A GLUARDARCT.
ERA GRASS0E SUDATO.

LA EAGAZZA, JOOT, MT HA CHIESTO SE. SECOMDO
ME. ERA LIMO SETIRERD. '

" LE HO DETTO DI MO. CHE. SECONDO ME. ERA LN
'PEDOFILO. CHE YWOLEYAR PAGARE QUALCUMO FER
“FARSELD SUCCHIARE O PER FARSI SEGAHRE.

DvYIAMEMTE ERA TROPPO GEASS0 PER FOTTERE.

B Togie s




HO LASCIATO DIYERSI MESSAGGI A MIO %
FEATELLO SU WHATSAFF. QUAMDO JTODT SE H'e | &

e AMOATA. S0M0 EIMASTA DA SO0LA COM - Th-o 5
E’ CICCTIONE. SPERAYO CHE HARET AYESSE DAYYERD ' 3
. LETTO I MIET MESSAGETI, PFRIMA O FOT.

. UTIDARE. DIETED DI LUT C'ERA LA SUA AMICAH
1 YEROMICH. GLT HO CHIESTO FIowOLTE SE ERANO
‘ FIDAMZATI. E HAMMO SEMPEE DETTO DI HO.
YEROMICAR & STUPIDA MA CARIMA. ED EEA
COMOSCIUTA COME LIMA CHE AMDAYA COM TUTTL.

: IM EFFETTI DICOMO CHE FRACCIA QUELLE COSE

FER FPOCHI DOLLARI. CTHOQUE, DTECT, WYENTI. SE

FAI TAMTE SEGHE E FOMPIMI AL GIORMO, PERO

FPUDI FARCTI LM SACCO DT S0OLOT. PER UM MOMEMTO

HO PROYATO UMA RFAEBEIA FORTISSIMA ALL "TOEAR

" CHE FORSE AMCHE HARRY AYESSE PAGATO
YEROMICA FPER FARSI FARE LM LAYORETTO.

% _ HARET ¢ AREIVATO SU UNA MOTO CHE MO FOTEYA

el RN

' | LIHOGUARDATI MALE. TUTTIE OLE.

AVEWD I FANTALOMCIMI @ CORTI E  AVEWD
RSFETTATO SEDUTA ALL "OMERA DELLA TETTOTIA.
MA CoOM LE GAMEE AL SOLE. COS, SOTTO LE
W GIMOCCHIA.  ERED DIVEMTATA EOSSA. COME

\OUAMDO WAL IH PTSCIMA.
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<¢HET. MATT:> MI DICE HARRY. PASSANDOST UMA

MAMO FEA I CAFPELLT EIOMDI OSSTEMATI.

IO GLTI DO DEL ERSTARDO E FIAMGO.

<< CHE HAY>> CHIEDE YEROMICA.

HARERET ALZA LE SPALLE E DTICE CHE HOM LO SA
IMEEALTaLO SA. PERCHe FOT MI CHIAMA KATE.
MI TIEA SUFPER UMA MAMO.

<<MAMANEIA A SUFFICIEMZA TUO FEATELLO >
DICE YEROMICA, ASCIUEAMDOMI LE LACEINE.

HARERET TIEA FUORI UMA MANCIATA O DOLLARI

DALLA TASCH DELLA SUR GIACCA SPORTIVA.
SOMOMOLTI S0LOT.

LIHARUEATL.

ML | COMTA DIVERST BIGLIETTI | DA DIECI
DOLLARTIEME LTI Da

<<SENTI. KATEX>
MI DICE |
£2I0 HO 0OA FARE. DEvOD FORTAEE A CASAH

f 'M‘-"-._"."EEDHIEH. TU MAMGIA QUALCOSA E COMPRATI
"UNAMAGLIETTA PERCHé QUELLA CHE HAT SU & LIMA

FELFRX>.




OUELLA BUCATA. CHE TT MI OBELIGA A METTERE
FER "RIFORMARMI IL CEREVELLO™. \

E  POIGLIDICO: s 4

<00 MI UCCIDE QUAMDO TORMO A CASA CZ2++
i MOBILE>>.

| HARERET I PASSA UMA MAMNO FEA I CAFELLT.
% <<MOM CREDO CHE TI UCCIDA. £ ILLEGALEX>.
FROTESTO.

el RN

AMCHE YEROMICH FEOTESTA.

FOI HAREEY, CHE HA EUBATO UMA LA MOTO, DEVE ' U '_,
MUOYERST FER LIEERARSENE.

EUNFURETO "IHFPEESTITO", HOMN UM VERO FURETO. E

» UMA COSH CHE FUBT S0OLO PER IL TEMFO CHE TI

SEEVE. MA OWWIRMEMTE SOMO GURI SE TI

4 HEREESTAMO MEMTEE HAL AMCORA ADOOQSS0 LA

1 EOSHCHEHAIEUERTO "IMFRESTITO". UM GIORMND

¥ DT LUGLIO ¢ INIZTATO COME QUALSTAST ALTRED
@ | EI0ORMO SEMHZA SCUOLA, HELLA MIA ESISTENZA.

ESISTEMZA CHE OEMAL ERA DA SCHIAYA.

MOM MAMGIAYO UM PASTO DECEMTE DA TRE
oo GIORMI.FORSE DATO CHE LA SCUOLA ERA CHIUSAH
! \FER | L ESTRTE.| LE | MIE | FOSSIBICTITa| DX
! 'FPEOCURAREMI DEL CTEOD ERAMO SWAMITE.




e A g
L m o R ek g e
i R el

| ]

HARRY SE M 'ERA ANDATO. PERCHe TT LO AVEVA
DEMUNCIRTOPER TERRORISTIC THREAT.

IL GIUDICE LO AVEVA REILASCIATO SEMZH |

CAUZTONE DUE GIORMI FIo TARDI. COM LINA
DIFFIDA AD AVYICINARSI A CASA CZZ+x-
MOEBILE. POI LO AYEWA DOENUMCIATO ANCHE
FLAMDERS, MA HON AYEYA FUNZTIOMATO PER WIA
EEELiEELT‘ﬂSTLELHIJﬂFLHHDEEEi AVEWA IH MAMC LM

SHAM YOLEWA DEMHUMCIAELD FER OTTEMERE LM
RISARCIMENTO. INSTEME A LESLY, MA JT AYEYA
DETTO CHE HAREEY HOWM AVEWA S0LDI,
WY IAMEMTE, E CHE CI AVEEMMO PERSO TUTTI
COM ALTEE STORIE. DICEWA CHE EREA STATO UM
GI0CO, COMPLICATORER YIADELLADREDEA, ECHE,
Cosy COME LEI POTEVWAR DEMUMCIARE HAEERT,
HARRET FOTEWA DEMUMCIARE LORD.  SEMZA
TOGLIERE TL FATTO CHE. SECOMDO LUI, IL
FRAGAZZ0 MOM ERA FRC++ E CHE AVEYA DETTO CHE
TIFASALTARE LA TESTA.

IH OUEL MOMEMTO HAMMO LITIGATO.

I0 ERO FUORI DALLA CASH-CZZ+~+-MOBILE. H
GUARDARE UMD SCORFION FLT CHE MAMGIAYA
PEZZT OT IMSETTI MORTI. L *HO DSSERYATO PER
LMA YEMTINA DI MINUTI, CEEDO, FINCHé YERSO

L ‘ORA O CEMA MOM ST ¢ AVYICIMATA ERIKA

£ FLANDERS:
% MIHAGUARDATOLE GINOCCHIA TUTTE SPELLATE

E T CAPELLT TAGLIATI COM LA FORBICE OA




<4 e

“GIARDIMIERE" DI TT. MI HA CHIESTO PERCHe

HON AYEYO PIuI CAPELLT LUMGHT. LUNGHI.

LE HO RISFOSTO CHE AYEYD DOWLITO TRELIARLT

FER UHA HUOYA LEGGE OEL TEXAS.

LET MI HA DETTO CHE MOM COMOSCEWA QUESTH
LEGEE ED ERA MOLTO AGTITATAH. AYEYA CAFELLT
DORATI BELLISSTIMI E UNA TRECCIA FERFETTA.

«<M0. MO.. TEANQUILLA>> LE HO DETTO
STRIMNGEMOO I DEMTT. <<k LUMA LEGEE SOLO PER I
MASCHL. MIHADETTOJT x>,

ML | HAl CHIESTO | SE| FOSSE |STARTO | LUL | A
TAGLIAEMI I CAFELLI. LEHODETTODOT Si

CI HAR FEMSATO.
HARDETTOCHE LET SAREEEE MORTA DT DOLORE.

HO AMMUITO MEMTRE TMHFASTIDING LO SCORFION
FL7. IN EFFETTI. LE HO DETTO. ERA YERHUTO DA
FPIAMGERE ANCHE A ME. MA JT DICEWYA CHE MI
SAREEEBE SEEVITO DI LEZIOME FPER QUAMOO
AVEET  DOYUTO  FARE L 'ADDESTREAMENTO

" MILITARE

el RN



FOI HA DETTO CHE MI ERA AMDATA EEME, FERCHé
MELL ‘ESERCITO, SE UM MASCHIETTO ST TREUCCA, |
e LOSFIGURAMO COM LE FOREBICTI O COML "RCIOOE- 5
E’ LUT LO SAFEYA. FERCHe AYEYR COMERTTUTO DUE 5
3 YOLTE T HEMICTI DELL "ANERICA. 1

LODICEYD. OFORSE MO, HON ME LO RICORDO BEME.

ERIKA 5T ¢ ALZATA E HA SISTEMATO IL SUO
YESTITO LEGGERD. FOT MI HA GUARDATAH. MI HA
SORRISO ED e CORSAH WIA. FLAMDERS LA STAYA

; GUARDANDO. AVEWA SEMPRE IL FUCILE TIH |

& ERACCIO. PROBABILMEMTE RASPETTAYA CHE ¥
HARET TORMASSE E PASSASSE HELLA  SUA "N
FEOFPREIETA. ORMALI DICEYA A TUTTI CHE YOLEYA
AMMAZZARLD.

* MIHAGUARDATA AMCHE LUT.

1 FOI HA SPUTATO E 5T & SISTEMATO I GROSSTI
B QCCHIALT THGEIALLITI. FUORI MODA. FORSE DEL
| IR SECOLO SCORS0. ERA UNA FERSONAR COM IR

5 CEMTRO DET BEAFFI GIALLT PER ITL FUMO DELLE

St (STGARETTE. | QUESTO (L0 | DICO- ORA.—HENTRE
SCRIVD, GIUSTO FER FAR CAFIRE QUANTO MOM
FOSSE IH LIMEAR COM IL 2025 0 FORSE QUAMTO
HOM FOSST IN LINER I0.

\TOHH CREDE MEGLI UFQ E DICE CHE ¢ L 'EFFETTO
C GLITCH

% : FORSE MI ¢ VEMUTO LIM PO " OR FTAMGERE MEHTREE

el RN
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IT E SHAM STAYANOD SCOPANDD. CREDOD L0
FACCIAMO SPESS0 DOPO CHE HAMMO LITIGATO,

HO \ASCOLTATO T RUMORI E TUTTE LE COSE\J

IDIOTE CHE DICEVAND.

FLAMDEES HA SPARATO LM COLFD IN ARIA E HA
ERIDATO:
<*HODEI FIGLT. Tq x>

LO HR GEIDATO DOFD CHE SHAM HA FATTO FIMTAH
DI AYEEE L 'ORGASHO PIo EUMOROSO DELLA
STORIA.

CEEDEYD DT ESSERMI ADDOREMEMTATA. FORSE MI
ERO DARVYERD AOOOREMEMTAHTA. FERCHé
ALL 'TMPROYYISO S0OMO STATA  SVEGLIATAH
DALLA YOCE RIMNGHIAMTE 0T SHAF:
LAALZATI QUTMUOYT TL CULO:>

MI SOMOALZATA DI SCATTO.

DOVEWD SWUOTARE IL CESSO CHIMICO DI JJ
FERCH¢ ERA TROFFO FIEND E SHAM MOM POTEYA
ISARLO. HOFPREOTESTATO.MA ¢ STATO IMUTILE. TT
=1 e ACCESOD UMA STGAREETTAH E MI HA DETTO CHE
OOVEWD  GUADAGHAREE ALMEMO OQLUELLO CHE
MAXGIAYO, CHE DOYEYD FAEE QUALCOSA HELLA
YITH MIHACOLFITOCOM UM CALCIOMEL SEDERE,
COME SE FOSSIL 'ELFODT T.K. ROWLIMG.

AVEWD  COMIMCIATO A TIEARE  FUORTI

! \DALL "AFFOSITOCOMTEMITORE IL DISFOSITIVD
- 'FPER L "ACCUMULO DELLA CACCAH E DELLA FIF:. IL
LIouTn0 O CACCA TEABALLAYA DEMTREO TL

EORTERITORE.| [ASSIEME| A |TANTA CARTH
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IGIENICA NOM DECOMPOSTA. HO CHIUSO, COME

SEMPREE. IL TUBO COM L "AFFOSITO TAFFO, FOI HO

TIRATOGIoIL CONTENITORE DELLA CACCA.
JTT MIHADETTO:

«<5. MA DEYI ANMCHE LAVORARE HMATT. DEVI
LAVYARE QUEL CESSO PERCHé PUZZA DI MEROA
TUTTALACASA.>>

SHAMHADETTO CHE AYEEEBEE COMTROLLATOSE LD
AVESST LAVATO.

IMFATTI, L "HO LAVATO. DOFO AVERLO SYUOTAHTO
DALLA CACCA. HO PEESD LA CAMMA E MI S0MH0
LAYATAH LE GAMEE E T PIEDT, FOT HO LAYATO TL
COMTENITORE DELLE SCORTE. SENZA GUARDARLD
TREOFFO. FER YENTI MIHUTI. CREDO.

SHAMAYEYADEL TACCHI ALTIE CAMMIMAYAMALE
MEMTREE MI RIACCOMPAGHAYA INDIETREO. FER UM
MOMEMTO HO PEMSATO CHE STESSE PER CADOERE.
HO vISTO LA CAYIGLIA STORTARSI, POI
TORMARE APOSTO COME SE FOSSE DT GOMMA. DOFD
MIHASFIMNTOEHADETTOCHE LA STAYO FACEMDO
CADERE. IO E IL WC CHIMICO.

CERCo DI RITROVARE L ‘EQUILIBRIO E MI HA

FIAMTATO LE UMGHIE HELLA SCHIEMA. HOM S0 SE
FER TEMERSI IM PIEDI O FPERE GREAFFIARMI.

& MEMTRE COMTIMUAYA A URLARMI COMTRO. A QUEL
'PUMTD LA PRRETE SUPERIORE DEL SUO CORPO
- SEMEBRAYR  FUORI COMTREOLLO, FPERCHé ERA
LERIACA E COMTINUAYA A IMNCIAMFARE.
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IMPRATICA DOVEYD PORTARMI DIETRO IL BAGHO
CHIMICO E SHAM. CHE SEMZA DI ME SAREEEE

CROUTA COM LA FACCIA PER TEERA. TAHTO EREA.

LERIACA. FOILSIAMOCADUTE TUTTEEDUE.LET ST
e INCAZZATA COM ME. TT GUARDAYA FUORT OALLA

FINESTREAR DICEMDO DI MO COM LA TESTA MENTRE
FLUMAYA.

HA AFEETO LA FIMESTREAE HA GRIOATO:
LAMUOYITI CHE DEVO... FARE PIPiL:x
E QUALCHE THSULTO.

DOFD e SUCCESSO QUESTO: T HA FATTO LA PIF:
EOSSA DEMTED IL WS E HA CHIESTO A SHAM
FERCH¢ LA SUA FIF: FOSSE ROSSA. SHAM ST e
MESSA A RIDERE E HA DETTO CHE LA SUA EREAR
FOS5A FERCHée AVEYAR SCOFPATO TEOFPFO, CHE EEA
MORMALE. T'T ERA ORGOGLIOSO.

FERFARMIDIVEHTARE MEMOFROCIOMIHAFATTO
YEQOERE LA SUUA PIF: ROSSA DENTED IL CESSO
CHIMICO, PRIMA CHE PEEMESSE IL PULSAMTE OT
RILASCIO: HA DETTO CHE HOM AYRET MAL FATTO
LAFIFiROS5A. FERCHeAI FROCT IL SANGUE ESCE
S0L0 DAL CULD, MEMTREE A CHI, COME LUT, SCOFPA
TEOFPFO, ESCE DAL CRZZ0.

MI HA STRETTO LA TESTA MELLA MAMO E MI HA
FATTO ¥EDERE LA FIF: DEGLT ETEROSESSUALT.

'POIMIHADETTO:




<+0EVI IMPARARE DA ME. MATT. DEVI SCOFARE, .;.'
. DEVI FARTI FIACERE LA FIGA. ERUTTO FROCTIO. v
ﬁ DEL CRZZ0.x> ¥

MI SOMO STACCATA DA TJ, YACILLAKDO FEERE
QUALCHE SECOMO0, FOI MI S0OMO DIRETTH YERSO
LA CUCTIMA. CT0e MI SOMO GIEATA DALL ‘ALTEAR

i’ FARTE. E NI ¢ YEHUTO DA WOMITARE PEE UM ; |
. MOMENTO. MI SOMODIEETTA YERSO LA CUCINA. ; %
A OzHI PASSO LA PIR ROSSA O JT HMI f
ATTREAVERSAYA LA TESTA. 3

: MI S0M0 CHINATA E ANSINAYO COME LM YECCHIO

: CAME. ESTATO IL MIO PREIMOATTACCO OT AMNSTIA. .
TOSSIVO SEMZA REIUSCIEE A WOMITHREE. HO 2
FRESO FIATO UM "ALTREA YOLTA. COM UM EESFIRED
DOLOROSAMEMTE  FPEOFOMDO,  SPERAMDO DI
FOTERMI CALMARE.

L 'ATTACCO OT PAMICO ¢ MOLTO BREUTTO, PERCHé
TI SEMEREA DI AVERE UM IMFARTO. IL CUORE,
INFATTI. HA FATTO COME UM MOWIMENTO AL
COMTREARIO. CHE ST CHIAMA EXTEASISTOLE. MI &
YERUTO IL STHEHIOZZ0 PER QUALCHE MOMEMTO.
MI MAMCAYA IL FIATO E SENTIVO TUTTO
OMATTATD . IMTORMO A ME.| | COME —SE
UM 'ESRLOSTIONE FOSSE AVWENUTA Li WICINO.
COME MHELLA GUERER DEL GOLFO.

'MOM WOLEYWO DARE SPETTACOLO. MA MI SOMO
-~ LASCIATH CADEEE FPER TEREA. DOFODICHe MI

i




SOMOD RESA COMTO CHE DOYEWO FARE RESPIRI
EREVIE DTSCONTIMUL \

b | TT MI HA DATO UN COLPO CON I SUOT ANFIET SUL ?
E. ERACCIOEMIHADETTO:

<4PSC~+SAMNGLUE, I0 E STAI MALE, TEY>>

%- FIa OQUALCHE TIHSULTO GEMERICO, HOM
SPECIRICO.

HODETTO CHE MON RESFIRAYO. SHAMMIHADETTO
CHE ERAFER L 'HRASHISH. IO LEHOOETTO CHE MOM
FUMD EREER, LA LORD EREA. FORSE EREA LM MIX.

HO CHIESTO SE  POTEVAMD  FPORTRAEMI IM
DSFEDALE.

el RN

HO, HON FOTEYAMO.

8 SHAM FEEs EREA UMA DOMMA CHE MELLA WITA HE
g ! AYEWA PASSATE TAMTE. SICURAMENTE. E HOM ERA
@ | HEMMEND COSi STROMZA, ALLA FIHE. FORSE. HA
HOETTO UM IMFIMITa DI COSE| SENZA- SENSOL
FPERCH¢ ERA UEBRTIACAH. MEMTREE STRYA SEOUTA SUL

YECCHIO LETTO O HARERY FUMAMHDO  LINA
SIGARETTA.

\TT DICEYA DI AVERE MALE ALLA SCHIEMA E HA 1
- BUTTATO GIuDELLE PRSTIGLIE FER IL DOLORE
- COM UM ALCOLICO. POT HA DATO UMA PASTIGLIA - 8
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AMCHE A ME E MI HA PASSATO LA SUA EOTTIGLIA

FER MAMOAELA Iow EREA LN TIFO DT PASTIGLIA

CHE FAREFFETTO S0LO COM IL TACK DAMIEL 'S

MI S0OMO FATTAR STEADA FIMO ALL ‘ESTEEMITa
DEL LETTO DT HAREY E CT S0MO SALITA SOFEA.
DALLAPARTE OFPFOSTA A QUELLA DI SHAM. TT ST ¢
SEQUTO IN MEZZ20, COM LA SUA BOTTIGLIA. E HA
FPAELATO DEL SUD MALE ALLA SCHIEMA. POI HA
FPRESO ALTRE PASTIGLIE. HA BEVYUTO AMNCOREAR E
HA PASSATO LA BOTTIGLIA DI TACEK DAMIEL 'S A
SHAM. POI HA FUMATO.

FOI NI HA CHIESTO SE STAWO BEHE. UMA DELLE
FOCHE WOLTE CHE EICORDO MIO PADREE FARMI
QUELLA DOMAMDA.

HO DETTO CHE STAWO MEGLIO. LUT MI HA MESS0
UM "ALTEA DELLE SUE FPASTIGLIE FER IL DOLORE
HELLA MAMOE MIHA OFFERTO UMA STIGARETTA.

FOI HR DETTO UMA COSA BELLISSTIMA. HA DETTO:
L0k, FRGARZZE, ADESS0 FUMIAMD UM PO ° D 'EREA
EGUARDOIAMO ME. FOTATOHEARD SU YOUTLIEE. > >

FIE UM CERTO PUNTO SHAM MI HA DETTO.
IHCAZZATA:
<<EUARDAMI MEMTREE TI PAELO. >

I0 STHYD GUARDAMDD ME. POTATO SHOW, LA
FUNTATH DOYE IL MOSTRED ¢ SEMFEE UN TORSOLOD

" DI MELAMASTICATO.
~L'HO GEUARDATA. MI S0OMO CHIESTA COSA

YOLESSE. MI STAYA FISSAMDO COM LA FACCIA




SCOMVOLTA oI UMHA SOLDATESSA ,
SOPRAYYISSUTA. MT STAYA PRSSAMDO LA SUA. .
PREZIOSA ASHISH, IH SEGMO DI AMICIZIA E.

E.  CONDI¥ISTONE, CREOO. :
£{MI SEMTI?>> HA URLATO SHAN.

‘_

k. <£GUARDAMI MEMTRE TI PARLOL: B
%1 . MEMTRE LA GUARDAVO HA AFFERRATO UM %
1 COLTELLO DA CUCINA.
i (

AT AMMARZZ0O0:

3 LE SLE PREOLE HAMMO AYUTO EFFETTO SU DT ME.
ME LA STAYO FACENDO ADDOSS0. PERCHe QLUELLA 14
voOLTR LE AYEWOD DARVYEROD EUBRTO WEMTI
DOLLARTI DALLA GIACCH. E LE STGARETTE. AYEYA
DETTO LA STESSAH COsA FIo E PIo WOLTE. MOM

* C'ERAMESSUMALTREO, S0LO MOTI DUE.

g $<MOM HO PRESO I TUOI SOLDI. LO GIURC::
= COMTIMURYD A DIRE.

| QUELLA ¢ STATA LA PEIMA WOLTA CHE MI S0OMHO

- IMFOSTH O MANTEMEEE LA STESSA YERSIOMNE
DET FATTI. QUALSTAST COSA FOSSE SUCCESSA.
HOM AYREET MAT COMFESSATO O AYER EUBATO I
SOLDT. woLEYO FTAMNGERE. MA LE LACEIME HOM MI
USCIVAMO. FTu CHE ALTREO SEMTIVO UMA FITTH
JALLO STOMACOD, QUELLA CHE TI FEEMDE QUAMDO
- SEI SPAVEMTATA. AREAEEIATA O IMMNANORATA.




SICURAMENTE  HOM ERA L ULTIMA  YOLTA.

FROEREILMEMTE ERA LA FRIMA E LA SECOMDA

IMSIEME.

FORSE AYEEI DOVUTO DIRLE CHE WOLEWQ COS)
TAMTO MAMGTARE QUALCOSA O MORMALE CHE
SARET ANCHE MORTA PER QUEL CHEESEELRGER E
QUEL MCFLURETY. E FEOEAREILMEMTE STHYA FER
SUCCEDERE.

FORSE WOLEWA S0L0O SFIGURARMI. AVEYO WISTO
=UTOUTUEE DET YWIDEQ CHE FACEWAMO YEDERE LE
FACCE DELLE FAGARZZE SFIGURATE IM PRIGIONE
COME PUNIZTIOHME. UMA HOM AYEWA METa DELLA
FACCIA E LE USCIVAMO I DEMTI. UM 'ALTER
AVEWA UMA CICATREICE CHE LE RISUCCHIAYA IL
MASODEMTREO LA FACCIA. FACEYA PALUEAR.

SHAM MI HA FEESO PER I CAPELLT E ITHA DETTO
CHE VOLEVA I SUOT 2000LLARI.ELE STIGARETTE,
DwYID. MI TIRAYA PER I CAFELLT E MI METTEWA
TIL COLTELLOSOTTO LA GOLA.

HOM PEMSAYDO CHE L 'AYEEEEE FATTO DAYYERD.
TAMTO, SE HOM MI UCCTIDEYAR ADESS0, MI AYEEEEE
LCCISA DOMAMI O MEMTREE DORMINVO.

FE-SONO-SFORZRATA O - METTERE-R-FUBED—H
FACCIA IMCAZZATA OI SHAM. COMTIMHUAYO H
DIRLE CHE HOMAVYEYD FREESO IO I SUOT DOLLART.

'L 'HO RIPETUTO CIMOLE YOLTE. COME UM DISCO

EOTTO. MA SEMTIVO CHE EREA MOLTO PROEAREILE

B Togie s




CHE PERDESSE LA TESTA E MI TAGLIASSE LA
EOLA COME UM CUQCO DT SUSHT.

“ALIHAPEEST JI:>HODETTO.
<<L0 GIURD, LO GTURD. >

FOI HO CERCATO DI METTERCI S0OFREA LN
CEROTTO.LE HODETTO CHE HOM AVEYO S0OL0DT FER
EISARCIELA, MA SE MI LASCIAYA ANDAEE
CORREWO A CHIEDERELI IM FERESTITOAHARET O A
JOHM E GLIELT PORTAWO SUBITO. IM PIu LE
AVEEI FORTATO AMCHE DELLA DROGA.

LE HO DETTO CHE TOHH FPREMDE AMCHE LE
FRSTIGLIE ELE YENDE.

MI HA INSULTATA. FOI MI HA SPFIMTH A CALCI
FUORI OALLA CASA MOEBILE.

FOI. COME IM UM FILM HORROR, ST ¢ MESSH A
UELARE. COM I CAPELLI FRADICT DT SUDOREE CHE
LE CROEYAMO DAYAMTI AL wIS0. ERA CROUTAH IN
FIMOCCHIO COME UMA PARZZA E 5T TEMEWYAR ALLE
PARETI DAVAMTI ALLA FORTA AFERETA COME LM
FAGHO, COM IL COLTELLO DA CUQCO IM MAMO.

ESCOFFIATHA FIAMGERE.

HO FATTO QUALCHE FPASSO IMOIETEOD, FOI MI
SO0M0 MESSH A COREEREE, FIMO A INSERT. HO
CHIESTOARIRAGAZET CHE STAYAMO IN STREADA LM

\TELEFOMO. HOM HO CHIESTOA UM ADULTO, PERCHé
- AVEEEEBE CHIAMATO LA POLIZIA OT STCURO. T

FEAGAZZT, IMVECE, A WOLTE MOM Lo FAMMO. A

B Togie s
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wOLTE TROVI PERSOME CHE TI ATUTAMO SEMZA
CHIEDERE MIENTE.

HO CHIAMATO HARRY DIVERSE WOLTE. SAPEVO A

MEMOREIA IL SU0NUMERED. MOMMI HARISFOSTO. MA
SFIEEE$ AMCHE OOYE WIVEWA. IH UM MOTEL SU
THSEET.

CI STAYO ANDAMOO, OUAMO0 ST ¢ FERMATAH LIMA
MACCHIMA DELLA FOLTESTA. MI HAMMO CHIESTO I
DOCUMENTI.

HOFATTOFINTADI CERCARLIMELLE TRSCHEDETL
JEAMSEFOTHODOETTOCHE LT AYENOLASCIATIA
CASA, COsi:

<4LI HODIMEMTICATI A CASA.X>

IL POLTETOTTOMI HA FATTO MOTAHREE CHE EERMO
LE OUE DEL MATTIMO E HA WOLUTO SAFPEEE
QUAMTI AMMI AVESST.

HODETTO DICIOTTO,

L 'AGEMTE COOFERE MI HA SFPIMTO LA TESTH
DENTREO LA MACCHIMA PERECHe HNOM  AYEWD
REISFOSTO COREETTAMENTE A HESSUNA DOMANDA!

GLIHODETTOCHE WINVEWOCONMMIOFREATELLO. MI
HA FATTODELLE DOMAMDE STRAME. HODETTO CHE
MO; HON YIVEYD COM MIO PADRE FERCHé LA CRSAR
ERA TEORFO FICCOLA.

EREALUNAROULOTTE. ELUT AYEYA UNA FIDANZATA.
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AL FRESCO

MELLA HALL DELLA BEASE DELLA POLIZTA C fe UM

SACCO O GENTE TOSTAH. SEMEREAMO TUTTI MOLTO
FERICOLOST. C e UMA TELEVISTONE DIETED LINA
GRIGLIAMETALLICA. L ‘AGENTE COOFER MI DICE
DT STAEE DOVE FPUs vEDERMI DAL YETREO DEL SUOD
LFFICTIO.

ALLA TELEVWISTIOHE UMA POVYERA MUCCH FIMISCE
SU UM EULLO COMPRESSORE. MUORE STECCHITHA. E
UM DOCUMEMTARIO SULLE BISTECCHE. UM
SIGHORE CHE MOM COMOSCO, I0 GUARRDO PIu CHE
ALTED TYOUTUEE, STA DICEHDO COSE DRVWERD
MOLTO STEAME SULLO SPRECO EMERGETICO.

HO--SCOPERTD--CHE TL 25 DBELLE- PROTETINE
SOMMIMISTEATE ALLE  GALLINE — WIEME
TEASFORMATO IMFEOTEINE DISFOMIBILT. E CHE
I COMTEOLLI AMTIOOFIMG SI FAMMO SOLO
FARAMEMTE. CERCAMO RESTIOUT DT FARMACT IH
UHEDF'DEEEEHTLIFILE DI UMA GALLIMA 0GHI
250.000.

MEGLI STATI UMITI SOMOSTATIACCERTATI S00
MORTI ALL ‘AMMHO DOWYUTI ALLE AMTIEIOTICO-
REESISTEMZE OR CAMFTLOEBACTER. UM BEATTERIO
CHE COLFISCE T POLLI E FUs COMTAGIARE AMCHE
LE PERSOME. CAUSAMDOME LA MORTE. COME A HOMG
KONG, HEL DICEMERE DEL 19927

\OECTIDO CHE MOM MAMGERe MAL FIu POLLO IH
S TUTTALAMIAYITA.
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£4DIMMI LA YERITa SEI SCAPPATO DT CASA7:
MI HA CHIESTO COOPER.

HODETTODI HOCOM LA TESTA.

LUT MIHA FEESO LA FACCTIA FREA LE MAMI E'TMI HA
GUARDATO OR TUTTE LE ANGOLAZTIOMI. AVEWD
AMCORA QUALCHE LIVIOO FER LA SCAZS0OTTHTH
COM SHAM E AMDREEL TL MESE SCORS0, A SCUOLA.

EINCEEDIEBILE AUAMTOCIMETTAMOAFPASSARE I
SEGHI OET PUGHI IH FACCTIA.

CAHOFATTOREBOTTE>> HODOETTOA COOFPER, E LUT
MI HA RISFOSTO COM IL CEMMO CONYENZIONALE
DELLA TESTAHCHE wUOL DIRE e OWWIO™

<<SECOMDO TE. NEL FILN IRReYERSIELE. LA
DOMMA FTCCHIATA FIMO ALLO SFIACCICAMEMTO
TORMA EELLA O RIMAME BEUT TR

HO CHIESTO A COOPER MENTRE SURARDAYO I POLLI
CAOERE SUL HNASTED COMPREESSORE.

COOFPER MI HAR DETTO CHE MOM SAPEWA OI COSA
STESST PARLAMDOD. 5T ¢ STSTEMATO LA BOOY CAM.
IO HDFEMSATO CHE MOM e VERD CHE LA POLIZIA e
YIOLEMTA.

MI HA DETTO CHE MIO FRATELLO STAVA

& AREIVAMDO A PREMDERMI. MA AL TELEFOMO GLI
AVEYA DETTO O MUODYERST, PERCHe L "UFFICIO
- DELLOD SCERIFFO MOM e UM ASILO E QUELLD EER

UM EEATO DI AEEAMDOND OT MIMORE.




FOL COOFPER MI HR DETTO DI AMDARE HEL SU0 ,
LUFFICIO. MI HA CHIESTO QUAMTI AMMI AVEWO. |
e — GLIEL 'AVEWO GIaDETTO. LO RIFPETO. MI CHIEDE. £
E-é COME MI CHIAMO. LORIFETO:-MATT FOSTER. 3

MI FA UMA FOTO, POT UsA GOOGLE LEMS DELLA
g FOLIZIA O UM ALTED AGGEGEIO E SUL SUO PC
AFFARE LAMIACARTA O TOENTITA

% . MI CHIEDE SE WA TUTTO EEME. I0 GLT DTICO FPER

1 LA CEMTESTIHMA YWOLTA CHE wA TUTTO BEME. CHE

| HON HO COMMESSO MESSUN REATO. E CHE MOM SOMNO
SCAFPFATO OT CARSA.

CHIEDO SE SCAFPFARE DI CASA e UM EERTO.
LUT MOH SA RISFONDERMI. ' U '_,

FOI MI DICE DI TORMARE A GUARDARE LA
TELEVWISIOME. GLT CHIEDD SE FlUo METTERE I

. CAETOMI ANIMATI, E LUT GENTILHMENTE METTE
BOTHL.

i GLARDO MUCCA E POLLO.
Lok,

DR DIETED IL GIORMALE FOTEWO SEMTIRE TIL
RESPIROAFFANMOSODELL "AGEMTE COOFEE.

IHEEALTaHOM NI STARYA GLUARDAMOO.

MI AYEWA LASCIATO Li A GUARDARE MUCCH E
SPOLLO COM UM WOMO - AMMAMETTATO  FPER

el RN




el P T

UERIACHEZZA MOLESTA, ED EFFETTIVAMENTE

ERAMOLESTO.

MI HA DETTO CHE T CARTOMI HOM GLT PIACEVAND

E CHE AVEYA ANCHE LUI DIRITTO OT GUARDARE
LA TELEWISTIONE.

FORSE HMOM SI ERA REESO COMTO CHE AWEWD
DODICTI AMMI E CHE MOM STAYO ASFETTAMDO LE
SET DEL MATTIMOFPER YEDERE IL GIUDICE.

EAMDATO A BUSSARE DA COOFER FERCHe WOLEWA
CHE CAMEIARSSE CAMALE. GLI HA AFFICCICATO
LA TESTA SUL WETREO COME UM PESCE GATTO.

HOM POTEYO CREDERE A QUELLO CHE RVEWD
AFFEMA SEMTITO.

22 WUOT UM Masel 'S SPECIALE?>> ML HA DETTO
JOHM. AYEYA DELLE CARAMELLE MULTICOLORET IH
UM SACCHETTO DI FLASTICAH OFACO.

LELHE WLIOT UMO, MATT 7
<<MOM MAMGIARLD, MATT»>

MI HA DETTO HARREY. ERA SORAIATO SUL LETTO A
GUARDARE LA TELEYISTIOME.

S ¢NON s UNO SHARTIES. o UM ACTON >
<<FANIENTES> HORISPOSTO GUARDANDOLT.
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<0k WA BENE.X>

£¢MO, MOM YA BEME. PERCHé A DODICT ANMI B

MUORETI SE PEEMOI UNR FASTICCA IMTERRA.»X

<<MON MI INTERESSA YOGLIOLA PASTIGLIAN
HODETTO A TOHM, PEEMDENDOLA E ALZANDOMT OT
SCATTODOALLA SEDTA.

<<MOM FARE L "IDIOTA. ... HOM SAT HEAMCHE COS ‘e
LM ACTO0:

<<MOM MI IMFORTA.»>

<<KATE.METTI GIoCOUELLAFPASTICCAH::
HADETTOHARREY. IMCRZZATO <<0 PAGALA.> >
<<OUAMTO COSTARY=> HO CHIESTO.

<AWENTI DOLLART:: MIHADETTOHAREY.

HO CERCATO IH TASCA TUTTO IL DEMARD CHE MI
EIMAMEYR. ERAND CIECA 11 DOLLARI E 20
CEMTESTIMI. HO FATTO YEDERE A TOHM QUELLD
CHE AVEWD.

<+<POS50 COMPEARMNE METa x>

JOHM HR FATTO FERE TOGLIEEMI LA PASTIGLIA
DALLE MAMI E I0 ME LA SOMO MESSA TH BOCCA.

|»*". PER UNMOMENTO ¢ DIVENTATO BIANCO. ST e CET

\SOTTO.
' HORISOCOME UMAMATTA.




L'HO %ISTO TOGLIERSI IL CAPPELLINO DA ,
ERSEEALL E PASSARST UMA MAMO FEA I CAPELLI. |
HERI. W I

E. £<TI PREGD. . KATE.. MOM FARE STUPIDAGGIMI. t

MOM & UM EI0CO, & MOLLY. MO, 33>

i QK. Ok,

. MOM WOSLIO I TUOI 41 DOLLARI E 2

ii CEMTESIMI. SE MOM LA INEOI TI DO UNA
MICRODOSE INTERA. DK

1 MELOHADETTO COME SE STESSE TRATTAMOO COM
| . UM TERRORISTA.

«+COME FARACCIO A SAFPERE CHE HOM MI WUOI
FREGARE?>> GLT HO DETTO COM LA PASTIGLIA
FEA I OEMTI.

“AESEPOIMIPESTI V>

<<MO.. MOM LOFACCIOX: HR DETTO JTOHM.
* IO SCEMA, CI HO CREDUTO.

1 LT HO RIOATO LA PASTIGLIA. LUT HA FEESD LA
{ | FPREIMA COSH CHE HA TEOWATO, CIOe LA CINTURA
¥ DEI JEAMS DI HAERY. E MI HA TIRATO LIMA
g FEUSTATH. CI S0MO RIMASTA MALE E HNI SOMHOD
- MESSH SEDUTAH FER TEERA A FIAMGERE. MI AVEYH
COLPITAHSULLAGAMEBAE DOVE MIAYEYA COLFITH
LA FELLE ERA DIVEMTATA EOSSAE GOMFIA. -

U <4 COS THPART AFTT o L MO PTTo TRoss3
HADETTO TOHH,

el RN
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. \DAL TAVOLO TUTTOIL RESTO.
. COME UN PESCE GATTO.

PO MIHA TIRATA IN PIEDT PER UM BRACCIOE MI

HA SFPINTA I EBAGHD. CERCAYA LINA EILANCIA, HFI\ :

HOM C 'ERA.

<<L0OL>>HADETTO.

<AOURNTO FESIY>> MI HA CHIESTO.
LA AE A FR

LI HO CHIESTO FPERCHé¢ GLT IMTERESSAYA. MA
MOM MI HA RISFOSTO.

MI HA SFIEGATO CHE FER SUDDIVIDERE EEME TL
FEIMCIFIO ATTIVO DELLA PASTIGLIETTAH WA
FATTAINFOLVERE. SECOMNOO LUT SEEVOMO 3.6 M
DI PASTIGLIA IN POLVERE FER CHILO. MA LA
FOLYERE DELLA PRSTIGLIA HOM CENMTER
MIEMTE COM IL PEIMCIFIOATTIVO. QUIHDTI HOM
HA SEMS0. FERECHé MOM SR UM CZ22++ DL COSA C e

DEMTRO ALLE PASTIGLIE CHE YEMOE.

LUT FESA 80 ki E UMA PASTIGLIA GLI HA FATTO
FARE LM TREIF.

HOM AYEMOD NIEMTE PER FESARE LA FOLYERE OT
0 MA SAFPEMDO CHE UMA PASTIGLIA LO AVEWA
FATTO STARE MALE. HA DIWISO COM LMA
FAZIEMZA DA SERIAL KILLERE LA FASTIGLIA
FOLVERTSZATH IM OTTAMTA FARTI. FOT COM TL
CUTTER ME HA AVYICIMATE ALLA MIA FARTE DEL
TAYOLOYENTIMOYE PARTIEMEZZO0EHALECCATO
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ECOSiCHE CT 5T DREOGA, HO FEMSATO
HOM L "AVEYOMAI WISTOFARE COSL

HOM HO DETTO MIEMTE. MI SEMERAYA DI ESSERE
DAVAMTI A UM FPARZZ0E MI SENTINVO OBELTIGATAHA
IMITARLO. COSIHO LECCATO LA MIA MD.

DOFO CIMAUE MIMUTI, CHE PICCHIETTAWO LE
UMGEHTE SUL TRYOLO HOM SEMTIVO HIENTE.

HO DETTO A JOHM CHE MOM FUMZTONAYA. FORSE
L "AVEWA ROYINATA FACEMDOLA A PFEZZETTIMI.

JOHHMMIHADETTODI STARE ZITTA.

DA FUORTI LA FIHESTREA YEDEWOD LE LUCT DELLE
MACCHIME EMTREARE E USCIEE. HEL PARCHEGETO
DI ORSIS HOTEL. AMCHE SE LE TEMDE ERAMO
TIREATE.

HARET DICE CHE DEVO ASFETTARE.

FOI SI YERSA DA BERE. HOW RICORDO COSA.
JOHM 5T AREAEEIA TAMTISSIMO. AH. OkK. ORA
EICORDOPERCHe.

= ‘EFA DELLA wODrA AL MELOME, MA FOCHISSTIMA,
S0L0 UM FONDO DI BOTTIGLIA. HARET AYEWH
EIEMFITO AFFEMA IL FOMOO DT DUE ETCCHIERT
E. MEMTEE JOHM GUARDAYA IL CELLULARE., HAREET
CI HA YERSATO DENTREO MEZZA LATTIMA DT RED

N B

i ALLORA OTSCUTOND, PERCHe HAREYT HA ROWINATO
LA ¥ITR DI JOHN., CHE YOLEYA BERE S0OLOD LA
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YODKA AL MELOME. TOHM & COS: INCAZZATO CHE

ROESS0 USCIREEBEE A COMPEARE ALTEA YODKA,
MA HOM PUo PERCHé sua mamma non vuole che guida da~

drogato.
IO COMINCIOR RESFIRARE AFATICAE HOFPALUREA.
YOMITO.

FOI WADO SUL LETTO, MI CHIUDOD A EICCIO E
COMIMCIOAFIANGERE.

=I YEDE. CHE DOYEWO FIAMGERE DA DIVERSTI
EIORMI.

AVEWD REIMAMDATO TROFPFO QUELLA CRIST DI
FIAMTO.

FORSE MI FACEWA EBEME. MA ERA TUTTO COS;

OREIEILE.

JOHM ST ¢ SEOUTO SUL LETTO YICIHO A ME. 5T ¢
TOLTO LA MAGLIETTA. LO FARCEWA SEMPREE.
FERCHé AMOAYA IN PALESTEA E. IN EFFETTI. SE
HAI UM FISICO COME IL SUDYUOI SEMPRE FARLD
YEDEREAR TUTTI.

AYEYA IM MAMO UMA EIRRA IN LATTINA E ME L "HA
FRSSATA.

P || | GLIHODETTD:

_ <<MON YEDT CHE STO FIANSENDO?>>
| ELUTMIHARISFOSTO:




AESES |

4 |
" CHE ERA PER QUELLO CHE HE DFI'-.-'FI Uy PO DI
- BIRRA. | | () ¥

'MI S0M0ASCIUGATA LE LACRIME E HO DETTO CHE
MOM LO SAFPEYD.

MIHA SFIEGATOCHE L 'HLCOL ¢ FA BEME.
MA HDH & veo

HO BEVUTO UH PO * DI BIRRA. FOT S0MO TORMATA

e IHEBAGHO A YOMITARE.

= =it e
|

|
|
| B
| |
- OUAMDOMI SEMTO COSi SE BEVO L 'ALCOL é peggio
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PARTE DUE VACANZE ESTIVE IMOLTRATE E
RITORMHOA CASACZZ~+MOBILE

MIAYEYAACCOMPAGHATA TOHM COM IL SUOFPICE -
LIF.HARET MO FOTEYA AYVYICIMARSI A TT FERCH¢
AVEYAR UM ORDINE REESTEITTIVO. AVEWOD
FERACCOMTATO A JOHM CHE SHAM MI AYEYA DETTO
CHE MI AVYREEEE TAGLIATO LA GOLA SE MOM LE
RIOAYO I WEMTI DOLLARI.

JOHM e SCESO DAL FPICK-UFP EO e AMDOATO H
BEUSSARE ALLA PFORTA DELLA CAHSAH-CZZ+x-
MOBILE.

LI HA APERETO SHAM. E SCESA FUMAMDO UMA
SIGARETTA. EMTRAMEI HAMMO GLUARDATO HE.
JOHM HA FAGATO IL MIODEETITO.

SHAMHA OETTO CHE MOM FOTEYO FIuSTHEE Li

MOM FOTEWD CREDERE ALLE MIE ORECCHIE. EEA
1A COSH [PTa |[ECCEFTONALE | OHE | ROTESET
SEMTIRE.

JOHH LE HA CHIESTO COM IHSISTEMZA PERCHe
LETHADETTO, CHE I.T AYEWA IL CAMCED.

L2MO WATF: HA DETTO T OHM.
E TOERMATO IMODIETREO E MI HA DETTO DI

N ABEASSARE IL FIMESTRIMO.L 'THOFATTO.
L TUD PADRE HA IL CANCED, KATE.>> NI HADETTO

o L
z ;

bt

ol N |



¢-MA STAYA BENE FINO, ALLA SETTIMANA
SCORSAH. 2 i

E. . <GLIELOHAIFATTOVEMIRE TUILCANCROG:HA o
URLATO SHAM,

,. << TULOHAT AEEAHDOMATO. >
% ' <+00% "e ADESS07Y x> HA CHIESTO JOHHN.

1 <<ECHE ME 50> HAR DETTO SHAM.

<+FORZA, KATE, SCEMDI>> NI HA DETTO TOHM. MI
STAYA SCARICAMDO L.

4 MA I0LiHOM CI RESTO. 3 &

SOM0SCESADALLAMACCHIMNAME HO COMIMNCIATO
A CAMMINARE YERSOL "INTERSTATE.

» ZAD0OVE WATL?ER: MIHA URLATO
i << TORMO A DALLAS>> GLT HO RISFOSTO

_ FOI JOHH 5T ¢ RIMESSO A DISCUTERE COM SHAM.
¥ DICEVA CHE C 'ERAMO DELLE COSE CHE DOYEWH

- FPEREMDEEE. CHE ERAMO DT HARET. HOM 50 SE SE LE
e FEESE. HON MI IMTERESSAVA.

HO ASFETTATO ALLA FEEMATA DELL ‘AUTOELS
oo FUMAMODD UMA OELLE STIGARETTE CHE AVEWO
! \EUEATO A SHAM. AYEYD AFFENA COMIMCIATO A
! 'FUMARE. E UMA COSA DAYWERD OAR SFIGHTI HEL
2025, MA QUAMDO L0 FACEYO MI SENTIVO MEGLIO.

el RN
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MI SENTIVO COME SE MESSUND MI EDHF‘ESSEI F'iﬁ
EERREy

STAVO CLUOCENDO S0TTO IL SOLE. AVEYD, COME

SEMPREE LE GAMEE ROSSE DAL GIMOCCHIO IN GIu
E LE SPALLE ROSSE. PERCHé AWEWO LNA
CAMOTTIERA E LA PELLE ETIAMCAH. EIAMCAH COME
QUELLT DEL WHITE FOWEE. MIAMAMMA ¢ TEOESCA.

HO DETTO ALL "AUTISTA CHE DOVEWD AMOARE IH
CEMTREO E HO PAGATO I SETTE OOLLARI DEL
EIGLIETTO. FOI MI S0OM0SEDUTA I FOMDO.

sUL PULLMAN C'ERA L 'ARIA COMOIZSTIOMATH E
FER ALCUMI MIMNUTI HOMMI IMFORTAYA PROFRIO
DI HIEMTE.

ZERO, MHADA...

AMCHE | SE| AVEVO SENTITO [UNR SPECTE, D1
THHNAMORAMEMTO FER JOHH. FPEIMA CHE HI
MOLLASSE A CASA DI PAFA 0 DT SHAM.

MOM AVEYO CAFITO SE JI FOSSE GIa MORTO.
STESSE MOREMDO O FOSSE UMO SCHERZD.

HO CERCATO DI ASSORBIEE FPIu  ARIA
CONDIZTONATA FOSSIETLE.

MI SOMO GIRATA SUL SEDILE: UMD > PERCHs LA
SCHIEMA MI BRUCIAYA. DOUE> PERCHé COS;

'POTEVD PREMDERE L 'ARIA DIRETTAMENTE Slia

~ schiena




IL MIO MISERAEILE MODD DI YWIVERE HA %
TRIGEEREATO DUE SEIHMHEARD DIETREO DT ME. CIOe | &

B DAVANTIAME. UMODEI DUE PELATI ST eMESSOUM ‘
E‘é DITOMEL MASOPER PRENDERMI IM GIRO. COME ST 3
3 FACOM UN MOCCIOS0. 1

L ‘ALTRACTI HOMESSOUMFO "ACARIRELO: ERA UMNA
i DOMMA, C0M UM AMELLD AL HARS0 E UM TATURGETIO
b IM FACCIA. DOVEWA AYER SOFFERTO MOLTO

HMELLA WITA, PERCHe 5I ERA TATUARTH DELLE

4 LACEIME BLU SOTTO GLI OCCHI. SIA DA UMA
t | .| (PARTECHEDALL ALTRA.

SIDMIHACHIESTOPERCHe STRYD COSL

4 <ML S0MO SCOTTATA LA SCHIEMA AL SOLEX: GLI e
HO EISF osto. L

SIDHAAMMUITO. AMCHE TESSTE T HA AMMULITO.

» MI HAMMO CHIESTO OOWE STHWO AMOAMDO. HO
DETTO CHE HOM AYEYD UM FPOSTO DOYE AMDARE.

el RN

¥ | £<IL MIO TIFOMI HA AFFEMA LASCIATA. >

s TESSEE ¢ SCORPIATA A RIDEREGOMESE
o AVESSIRACCONTATO UMABARZELLETTA.




" <MIDPRORE ¢ MORTO, O COMUNGUE HA IL CANCRO,
: E LA SUA RAGAZZA ST o PRESA LA C220 CASA- .

MOBILE. SE TORMOMI TAGLIA LA GOLA.>> nEEE
_ ¥
3 SI0HA DATO UM COLPO A TESSIE. )
. | <<MONM RIDERE.. IL RAGAZZIMO HA UNA YITA DI

g MREDe DIAYOLO. DIAYALO. >

< C05 GIOWANE E SET GIaA SFASS0 PER STEADA.
COME TI CHIAMIY > MIHA CHIESTO

<ML CHIAMO EATRIM.>>
<<EUMNOME DA EAGARZZA. > >
HO AMHUITO.
<<SCUSAX>MIHADETTO.
€ESEHSH 3

1 £<KATE. POSSO CHIARMARTI KATE?Y:: HA DETTO
1 JESSIE T.

e i

<<MOM CAPISCE UM CZ22+ E UM TOSSICO, SAL
COSA e un tossico?s =

OGEI 50 CHE ¢ SEAGLIATO DIRE CHE UMO e

. MAZISTARSOLOPERCHEHA LINA MAGLIET TH COM LA

& SVASTICHE LA TESTA EASATAH. SEMBRAYA COME
'SE STESSE MOREMDO OT ATDS.

_|




T

o AT

PERoAVEVAUMAMAGLIETTACON LUMA SYASTICAH |

E OUESTO LO RENDEYA UN FIGO..

W 2

HAERET MI HA FRESO FER I CAFELLI E MI HA
CHIESTO:

<iCHE CZZ»+ ¢ QUESTAY UNA COMYENTIOMN O
FROCI?::

ERO IMUNLOCALE COM TESSIE T. UM LOCALE GAY.
HO SFINTOHARET.

TESSIEHADETTO:

CLCHE CZ20 WUOT, Cial oo

51 e AVYWICINATA SFIMGEMDOLD E PRENDENDOLD
A CALCTI. A HAREY INTEMOO, C "ERA AMCHE TOHM. A
LM CERETO PUMTO UMD SEINHERD PIu IMNCAZZATO
DEGLT ALTREI 5T e MESS0 IN MEZZO.

SHFISEELLFI"."FI E GUARDOAYA BREUTTO.

QUELLA SERA HO SCOFERTO COS "e LA CHETAMIMNA,
LA COCAIMA. LO SPEED E TUTTE LE ALTEE I:I:ISE
CHE TI FAMMO IMCAZZARE. TUTTE IMSIERE.

»"" HO URLATO E HO DETTO A TESSTIE CHE HARRY ERA
MIOFRATELLO.
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<LEMIOFRATELLOL::
L ‘HODETTODIECI vOLTE.

“4MOM e UM AGGREESSORE, 0K OK... HOM e LM
AGGRESSORE. x>

FOI MIS0N0 GIRATA VERSO HARREY E MI ¢ VEHUTO
DA FIAHGERE.

GLT HO URLATO CHE ERA UMA TESTH DI CZ2x
L '"HODETTO ALMEMO DTECT WOLTE. HO LAMCTIATO
DET EICCHIERT COMTREO JOHM.

<< TIODIONTOHM, TT 00T

UM AMICO 0L TESSIE MIHASOLLEYATA OA TERREAR

COM UMA PRESA STEITOLAMTE, TIFO WEESTLING.
HOM MI INTERESSAYA. COMTINUAYO A ESSERE
THCAZZATA.

$<<KATE... WFF»o=  WFFe:» RIPETEWA HARRY
MEMTRE 5I PROTEGGEYA DIETRO UMA SEDTA

££MA CHE CZZ*+ FAT? HAL DODICI AMMI E TI
IMFASTICCHI >

LA GEMTE SI STAWA SCALDAMDO. ALCUMNE
FERSOHE ST EEAMO FATTE STEADA YERSO HARET
E JOHM.

\HARR'( HA DETTO DI STARE CALMI.
L <4CALMI. 0K, OK 3
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£4MOM & UMD SCHERZO. QUELLA. . e MIA SORELLA,

HA OODICT ANMI. £ SCAPFPATA O CASA E STA COM-
UMA LESETCA A YEMDERE SPEED IM UM LOCALE O

FROCT. >>

HARET MOM HAR FATTO IM TEMFO A FIHIRE LA
FRASE.

LOHANMO PESTATO A SAMGLE.

JOHM ST e AVYICINATO A ME E AL EAGAZZ0 CHE MI
TEHEWA.

<0k | 0K KATE. YFF*=s KATE. MOM. TI HO
REEAMOOMATA. SEI TU CHE TE HE SET AMOATHAH. IO
MOM S0M0 IL TUOBRETSITTER. X

JESSTE LOHA SPINTOMNATO

LAPEZZ00I MRED+ PEZZ0 DI MREDx* CHE CZ2Z++LE
HAI FATTO Y

LO HA PRESO A SCHIAFFL GLI HA TIRATO I
CAFELLT, COMTIMURNMDO A URLARGLI COMTRO.

TOHM LE HA PRESE IN SILEMZIO0. PERCHe SAPEVA

CHE SE AYESSE TOCCATO TESSIE LO AYREEEBERD
HECISO

C'ERA UM AOULTO COM LA BAREA CHE AIUTAYA

" HARRY.

'ERA IMCAZZATO. AYEYA IH MAHO UMA MAZZA OA
-~ BASEEALL. SE BEEVE MOM PREMDE MAL IM MAMO IL
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FUCILE. FERCHe HA I MERVI CHE SCATTAND. HA

FATTOSFAZIO TREA LA GEMTE.

HA TIRATO INM PIEDT HARRY. MIO FRATELLO

AVEWA LN TRGLIO SOPRA IL SOPRACCIGLIO.
COME HARET POTTER. HO REISO. FORSE I GAT
YOLEWAMO SCOPARGLT TL CULD.

LOAYEYAMO MEZZ0 SPOGLIATO.

<+EMIAS0RELLA. ESCAFPFATADOI CASA. DOEEIAMD
EISOLYERE LA COS5A PERCHé HAMMO CHIAMATO LA
FOLIZIA. HA OODTICT AMMI -

HARET FIAHGEWYA.
LZCHE CZ2x+FATEY CHE CZ2++FATE 2>

MI SO0NO CALMATA CQUAMDO HO WISTO HARET

FIAMGERE COME LM EAMEIMO.

LI SCEMDEYAMD I LACEIMOMI SULLA FACCIA
TUTTRFESTATA. FOWERRCCIO.

MI HAMMO CHIESTO SE FOSSE YERD CHE ERO SUA
SORELLA.

HO AMHUITAO.
HO AGETIUMTO CHE HOM AVYEYOD I DOCUMEMTL. |
TEDOY BEAR ERA DAYVERD IMCAZZATO FER IL

e CASIMO.HADETTOCHE DOVEYAMOD USCIRE.
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TESSIE 5T e AVYICINATA A ME E MI HA PRESO

DALLE TASCHE LE SUE COSE. LOSPEEDE UM SACCO

DT DOLLARI CHE L "AYEVO ATIUTATA A FARE.
<<AVENI DETTOCHE MI PAGAYL. x>

<<L 'HODETTOY>> MI HA RISFOSTO.

S TIHOFATTOTIEARRE.. >>

MIHADATOYEMTI DOLLARI. ME LT SOMOMESST IH
TARSCA E S0M0 CORSA FUDRTI. HAREYT HA DETTO A
JOHM DI FEENDEEMI. FERECHe AVEWOD TIRATO
COCA. JTOHM CT SA FARRE COM LE PERSOME.

MI SENTIVOCOS:iVIVA.

HO APERTO GLI OCCHI. SPERAMDO DI CATTURARE
QUEL MOMENTO PERE IL RESTODELL 'ETERMNITA

${CREDD DI ESSERE DIPEMDEMTE DALLA
COCAINA ADESSOX> HODETTO A HARET.

LI HO MESSO UM FAZZOLETTO PIEHO OI
GHIACCIODEL OISTREIEBUTORE SULLA FACCIA.

COME SE FOSSE UM "ARAGOSTA FEESCA.
<+HARET, HAI ADDIRITTURA OEL CTEQ HEL MIMI -

-+ FRIGO.FPOSS0 PRENDERE IL LIONT>

“ L 'HO PRESO. COM LA RED BULL. HO PRESO ANCHE

GLT MascflS E DELLE WAFFLE CHE HMOM ST
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POTEVAMO CUOCERE. PERCHe MOM C'ERA IL

MICEOONDE. ELOSCIROPFOD "ACERD.

HO PORETATO TUTTO SUL LETTO. MI S0M0 SEOUTH |

DI FIAMCO A HAREY. GLT HO TOLTO IL GHIRCCTIO
DALLA FACCIA. MI HA GUARDOATA COM GLT OCCHI
ROSST.

ERA UMA SCEMA ODAYYERD PATETICA.

LT HO MESS0O UM Mesel IM BOCCA FOI HO
RICOFERETOLA SUAFACCIAPESTATA.

HARET AYEWYA LA FEEBEBREE. AVEYA YOMITATO. MA
MOM ERA FIa INCAZZATO. AMZI. MOM ST
LAMEHTAYA HEAMCHE. STAYA TROPFO IN
SILEMZTIO.

STAYO GUARDAMDO  TOUTUEBE COM IL WI-FI
DELL "0RSIS SULLA SHMART TY. MR FPOTATO HEAL
HOMN INTERESSAYA A HARET.

GLI HO TOLTO DT HUOYD LA BORSA DEL GHIACCTIO
DALLA TESTA.

HAFEIEALTATOGLI OCCHI ALL "THOIETREO, FOTI MI
HA GLUAROATA.

AVEWA UN TRGLIO SOPREA IL SOPRACCIGLIO. GLT
SEIMHEARD E I TATUA LUCIDA LI AVEWAMOD

£ \SBATTUTOLA TESTA CONTRO IL MURD.
. GLIHOCHIESTO SE AVEVA PERSO0DELLA DROGA,

el RN



MI HA FATTO IL SEGHO DELL ‘0K COM LA MAMO.

£ | HO PEMSATO CHE FORSE ERAFER OUELLOCHE ERA. L
;i COS1 TRAMQUTLLO. g

HOM| SAPEVO| CHE| ESTSTESSE | TL | TRAUMA
g CREAMICO

iz | £{HO UM PO " DT MALE ALLA TESTA. MATT ... WFF

| > MIHADETTO.
1 HOFREOTESTATO.
© HARRT HA ¥OMITATO DI HUOWO,

: MELLA CASSETTA ARAMCIOME C 'ERA UM MRSTED
: ALZUREREO O FLASTICA ALLUMGAEILE, UM LACCTO By
EMOSTATICO, FIMZETTE DI PLASTICA, FOREICI &
DI FLASTICA. MIMI-CEREOTTI FATTI A STRISCE
EEEE-IFEE IL DISTIHFETTAMTE. UNM HASTREO DELLE

Z4MOMN C e NIEMTE COMTREO IL OOLORE, HAREY .. x>
| sLTHODETTO.

i ' LT HO ATTACCATO UMA DECTHA O CEROTTI IH
- | FRCCIA. HOWM AYEWO MAIL CURATO HESSUMHO
FESTATORAMORETE.

. MA AYEvD CAPITO CHE DOVEYD AVYICINARE LE
. DUEPARTIDEL TAGLIOE "GRAFFETTRARLE" CONI
e MINICEROTTI.

/I PUGHNI CHE !SI ERA PRESO IN FRCCIA
- COMIMCIAVANMD A GOMNFIARST.

el RN




AYEYA DEI TAELIETTI DENTRO TUTTA LA BOCCA, %
FERCH¢ QJANDO TI PICCHIAMOD IM FACCIA I . &

e DENTI TI TAGLIAMO LE LABERA. DEMTEOD LA 5
E’ BOCCA MOM POTEYO METTERGLI I CEROTTI. CO5: 5
3 GLIELT HOMESSTI FUORT. 1

POI GLT HO CHIESTO SE LOAVEYAMO FPICCHIATO
AMCHE DR ALTREE PARTI. MI HA OETTO OT 55 CHE
E ! FIu O MENMO LO AYEVAHMO FICCHIATO
- DAFFERTUTTO.

IL DITO CEMTEALE DELLA MAMNO SIHNISTEA ERA
TUTTO MESS0O DI LATO, COME SE FOSSE USCITO
DAL SUOPOSTO, COME LE GAMBE DET ETOMICLES ..

. HOFPROYATOARIMETTERLOA FOSTO. MA HARET MI
HA MAMHDATO A FHC

GLIHOCHIESTOSE AYEVAMALE DA ALTRE PARTI.

 HMI HA DETTO DT Si COM IL POLLICE. GLI DAYH
FASTIDIOPARLARE.

8 MIHAFATTOYEDERE IL FUMTO DOYE GLT AMFIET
g ! DEGLT SEIMHEARD GLI AVEWAMD SPACCHTO LE
¥ | COSTOLE, CEEDQ. EEA TUTTO GIALLO E BLL SUL
L | FIANCO.

MIHADETTOCHE AVEYA MALE ALLA TESTA.

|~ GlLE . HO CHIESTO SE DOVEWD CHIAMARE IL
! \DOTTORE, O.TOHM, O

el RN
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QLALCLIMO.

MI HA DETTO DI MO, CHE STAWA BEME. E CHE

DOVEWR S0OLO FUMARE L ‘HASHISH FEERE FAE
FAZSAEE IL MALE ALLA TESTA.

HAR CERECATO DET DOLLARI MELLE TASCHE DEI
JEAMS SFORCHT 0T SAMGUE CHE AYEYA AOOOSS0
EMIHADOETTODI AMDARE A COMPREARE QUALCOSA.

LT HOCHIESTO DOYE. MA MOM MI HA RISFOSTO.
FOIMIHADETTO:

<+FPEEMNDI LE MEDICIHE DAL OISTREIBUTORE. >
Q. LOOICO CoL SEMNO DT FOT.

C05A FARI SE HRT DODICT AMMI E CERCHI DELLA
DEOEA E DEL TORADOLY

HON LO SAPEET DIRE AOESSO.

FA QUAMDO AVEYD DOOICT AMMI HOBUSSATOALLE
FPORTE DEL MOTEL COME SE FOSST LIMNA BOYT SCOUT
CHE DOVEYA YEMDERE I ETSCOTTL.

MI HAMMO AFERTO DET TEDESCHT, FORSE. WOLEYD
DIRELI CHE AMCHE MIA MAMMA e TEDESCA, FMA HOM
FAELO TEDESCO.

FOI HO BUSSATO ALLA PORTA DI QUELLOD CHE

FEOBAEILMEMTE ERA LM TRUCKEE.

'MI HR APERTO UM UOMO GRASS0. CHE MOM ERA
- AMERICAMO. LO SEMTIVO DALL "ACCENTO. AVEYA
~ UMA FACCIA STREAMA..

el RN
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MI HA DETTO SUBITO CHE MON AVEYA SOLOT.

I0GLIHORISPOSTOCHE I SOLDI LI AVEYO IO, (

LT HO CHIESTO SE MI ATUTAYA A PEEMDERE UM
AMTIDOLORIFICO FERE HARET, FPERCHé GLI
Sk IMHEARD LO AYVEYAMO FICCHIATO TAMTISSTIMG,
ESESERVIVAAMCHE DELL 'HASHISH FER IL MALE
HLLA TESTA.

IL TIZTIO ST e MESS0 A RIDERE E POT HA CHILSO
LA FORETA.

FENZAYO CHE MI AYESSE SCARICATA.
DOFO TL TEMPO DI GUARRDARMI IMTORMO IL

CICCIOME HA RIAFERTO LA FPORETH. MI HA

CHIESTOQUAMTI SOLDT AVEYQ.

GLIELI HO FATTI YEDERE: TRE EAMCOMOTE OR
YEMTI DOLLART.

£01 HO |[CERCATO| HELL 'ALTREA [TASCA [E| HO
REEIUMTOALTREI OOLLARI FIEGATI.

SOMO SALITA CON IL CICCIONE SUL SU0 CAMION

CHE HOM POTEWA HEMMEMO MUOYERST DT MOTTE,
HEEE&E&;EI HOMFREGAYAMNIEMTE DELLE LEGGT

* | 50MO TORMATA DA HARRY,
\SEMZA PTu SOLDT.
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COML *ANTIDOLORIFICO.
E UMA CAMMA GIaFATTA.
MI HAHMO FEEGATA. YERD'
MOM MI IMFORTA.

HMOM ERR UMA COSA FACILE.

ALLA FIME, FERE UMA FERSOMA CHE SA STAREE AL
MOMOD ¢ UMA FOLLTA.

MA FER ME. HEL 2025, CHE MOM SAFEYO Me COME Mé
SE FOSST STATO AL MOMOOD, SAREEEBE STATO

SEMPLICEMEMTE CHIEDEREE A QUALCUMO SE MI

COMPREAYA DELLA DROGA.

HAREET CAMMIMAYA YERSO O HME COM LM
ASCIUGAMAMO LEGATOALLA YITA.

HO ACCESO LA LUCE E GURREDATO IL CELLULARE.
ERAMOLE OUATTREO DEL MATTIMO.

IL BARATTOLO AYEYA PERSO ALMEND UM QUARTO
DELLE SUE PASTIGLIE.

MI ASPETTAYD FPIu SIMPATIA DA FARTE DI
HARET.

MI ERO PRESA CURA DI LUI. INVECE ERA

A JINCAZZATO. PERCHé PRIMA O CURARLD AYENYCD
'AMCHE CEEATO LE COMDIZIOWNI FER IL SUO
. PESTAGEIO.
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MA ERASTATO TOHH AD AYERMI AEEANDOMATA,
ERA COLFA SUA.

WOLEYA LASCIARMT DA SHAM,

HARRT ... PERCH& HOM YUOT CAPIRLO.

HARRTHADETTODI SiCOM IL POLLICE. AVEYA LA
BOCCA PIEMA DI FRZZOLETTI IGIEMICT PERCHé¢
SANGUINAYA A CALUSA DET PLUGHI SUT DEMTT.

FER CIRCA TRE GIORMI ODOFPO L 'THCTDEMTE MOM
HO FATTO MIEMTE. COMTIMUAYO A SEMTIREMI
DEEOLE. MAMGIAYOD MALE E PEEMOEYO MEDICINE
DA ADULTI.

MA HOM HO TIRATO LA COCAIMA DI HARRY.
SOPEATTUTTO  PERCHé  DOYWEWA  YEMDERELA
IMSTIEME ALLA MO

SOMO YEHUTE OUE RAGAZZE A OUE ORE DISTINTE
DEL GTORMO.

FOI HAREYT HA DETTO CHE DOVEWA USCIRE. HA
LASCIATO IH CASA FRAEECCHI DOLLART E MI HA
DETTO DT HOM USCIREE PER MESSUM MOTIV0 E OT
AFRIRE SOLOALUL.

CAYEYD SENTITOIL HIO OOLORE. OQUANTO FOSSE

OTSFERATO IL BEISOEHO O ATUTO A, SHAM LO

M—%. \ .‘.... > .::. e

—

ol N |



CONTROLLA, CAPISCT, COME CONTROLLA TUTTO
CUELLOCHE SUCCEDE IH CASAHOSTRA, ---

HO DETTO OQUARLCOSH DEL GEMEEE A TOHM.
STAVAMO GIOCAMDO A CARTE. A LIMO.

JOHHHMIHADETTO:
<<MOM PEMSARCI. MATT =

MI HA PASSATO LA SUA BOTTIGLIA FOI MI HA
LAMCIATO DUE CARTEUMO ADOSS0.

<<MOMHAI DETTO “"UMO">> MIHA DETTO.
AVENWD SOLO UMA CARTA IM MAMO.

YEROMICA MI HA FEESO LA BOTTIGLIA E L 'HA
RIMESSA IN FRIGORIFEROD. WEROMICH & LA
FIDAMZATA O MIOFREATELLD.

JOHM 5T e ALZATO FER RIFREMHDEERELA.

HO GURRDATO IM BRSSO E HO WISTO GOCCIOLINE
DT SANGUE MACCHIARE IL TAPFETO SFORCO OI
SPEREMA DELLA CASA OI HARET.

STAYOD PERDEMDO SAMGUE DAL MASO.

AVEVOSEMTITONEL CUORE CHE JOHMMI AYEEEEE
FEESO FEA LE BERACCIA E MI AYEEEEE FORTATH
VIR |

i L0 | IMMAGIMAYO MEMTREE SI STEAFFAYA LA
'MAGLIETTA FPERCHé aveva un bel corpo.

a2
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MI SOMO YOLTATA DALL ‘AL TRA PARTE. TUTTO IL
MIORISFETTOFPER ME STESSASE N 'ERA AMDATO.

HO FIAMTO FIu FORTE. PERCHé HESSUMO MI
COMSOLAYA.

<+MA CHE HAI*>> MI HA DETTO HAREET MEMTEE
CERCAYA DI LTMOMARE COM LA SUA EAGAZZA

ZAMASET UM HEOHATOY =

E WEMUTA A CONSOLARMI YEROMICA., COME SE
FOSST UM CUCCIOLO OT CAME.

SENTIVO UM FORTE DOLORE SOFPEA LO STOMACO.
LO S0 PERCHé: MOM MAMGIAYO LE COSE GIUSTE.

HO DETTO A YEROMICA CHE AVEWO TRAMTISSINMO
MALE ALLA TESTA E CHE AVEET AYUTO BEIS0GMHD
DEL TORADOL. WEROMICA HA CERECATO LE
FRSTICCHE. STAYA CERCAMDO OT CAFIRE QUAMTO
TORARDOL DOVESSE DARMI.

I0 PREMOO TUTTA LA PASTIGLIA, ALTRIMENTI
MOMFAEFFETTO

MIHAFORTHTOLAFPASTIGLIAE UMA FEFPST.

LU ALTREO OOLOFE MI HA ATTEAYERSATO IL
LORFO. FOTEYO THGANMARE LA FOCA FOR=ZA CHE
AYEYO SOLOFROSCILEAMOOLA,

" WOLEWO  SEMPLICEMEMTE  SORAIARMI — E
'SMETTERE DI PIAMNGERE.

M—%. \ .‘.... > .::. e

o L
z ;

bt

-

ol N |



K
.f
§
3

TOHM ALLA FINE ST ¢ SDRATATO ACCAMTO A ME E,

MIHACHIESTO FERCHEERD COSi TRISTE, ADESSO

CHE TT AYEWA IL CANCED.

IL CAMCRED AYEYA FATTO METASTASTI. DAL CZ2x
AT FOLMONI. E TT HOH AYEYA L 'ASSICURAZIONE.

HO DETTO A JOHM CHE HOM ERA CERTO CHE CI
SAREEEE MORETO.

JOHM HA ALZATO LE SPALLE. FOT HA OETTO LIMA
COSA TIFO:

<<D0AL CAMCREO MOM 5T GUARISCE MAL:>
I QUEL MOMENTO MOM L "HO SENTITA COME UMNA

MIMACCIA. MA COME QUALCOSA CHE MI FACEWA

TIRARE UM SOSPIRD DI SOLLTEND.

<<5ET INCAZZATO PERCHée SET MATT?:> MI HA
DETTOTOHH.

£<CI0& PERCHsMOM SEI KATRIM. E TI FREMDIAMD
PER IL CULO:>

MOMHODETTOMIEMTE.

SO0 RIMASTA SUL TAFFETO MEMTREE CERCHYD OT
UCCIDEREE HAREY SUL LETTO COM WEROMICH,

. FRCEMDOGLI ESFLODERE LA TESTACOMLAFORZA

\DEL FENSIERQD.
. YOLEYOD AMMAZZARE MIO FRATELLO E LA SUA

RAGAZZA,




T

MOM FA MIEMTE SE MI PREMDETE IM GIRD.

HON MI INFORTA.
JOHM CT HA PENSATO 5L

<AO0VEESTI COMPORTARETI COME UMA EAGRZZA.
C0%: SAREEEE FIw FACILE CAFIRE CHE SET LM
TEAMS >

JOHM USAYA QUEL LESSICO PERCHe ERA IH
THEARAZZ0.

ROESSO LO S0
MEL 2025 MHOM PENSAYO FOSSE IL MODO P I giusto di

esprimersi, MI SEMERAYA SOLO IL HOSTRO MODO

MORMALE DI DIRE LE COSE.

JOHM MI HA CHIESTO SE SAFPEYO COME FAREE A
CAMEIARE SESZ0.

HOALZATOLE SPALLE.
££PTa0 MEMD.. >> MON ME AYEYD IDERA.
LWUOT UMA MAMO 3> MTHA DETTO JOHM.

<4SESMETTIDIFRIGHARE TUTTOIL TEMPOTI EIEI
LIMA MAMO. >

N ¢TI COMPROLE PRSTICCHE? O GLI STEROIOT. O
OUELLO CHE TI SERWE, wUOI UM TRIFP? ¢ PER

STRARE MEGLIOORA x>

. T
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<+SEEVE UM PEEMESSO SPECIALE FERE AVEREE LE
MEDICIME >3

LI HOCHIESTO ASCIUGAMDOMI LE LACEINE

L4PRIMA DI TUTTO TI SERWOMND I O0OCUMENMTI. TU
STAL AMODAMOO IN GIRO SEMZA OOCUMENTI.
AVEAL OETI DOCUMEMTI A CASA OI TUO PRORE? >
MOMN HO RISPOSTO. MOM LO SAPEYO.

L4S0M0 COS IMPORTAMTIY > HO CHIESTO

JOHM MI HA GUARDATO.

<+ABEEASTAMZA IMPORTAMTL. =

FPERCANEIARE SESSO TI SERVE TL PERMESSODT
TUOPROEE.
EQUELLO DEL PRESIDENTE FORSE — CON LE
HUOWE LEGET.

HOPIAMTO.

JOHH ML HAR DETTO CHE HOM POTEWO FREIGHARE
FER OGHI COSA.

<4MOH CI STAMO, MATT. DEYI AVERE UM FO° DI

PLL+=HELLA WITH. MOM ¢ CHE FERCHé QLIRLCUMD

f
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L IT ¢POYERDINCULO S

TOHH MI STAVA DICEMOO DELLE COSE CHE MIL) |
METTE¥AND  AMSIA. MI WA DETTO CHE . & | 4
FOMDAMEMTALE CHE TT SCRIVA UM TESTAMEMTO.

DOVE DICHIARA CHE WUOLE CHE T FTIGLT STIAMO
IMSIEME DOFO LA SUA MORTE E CHE MOMINI 1 178
HARET COME TUTORE. | 4

E CHE HARET AEETA LM LAYORO.

E UMNA CASA.

TUTTOQUESTO PRIMA CHE T MUOIA.
CHE STR***

| R
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% _BAD ANATOMY ()

E, HO THMPARATO CHE TL TORADOL HOM FA EFFETTO ¢
SE TI FAI DAYYERD MALE. !

. SE TI FAT DAYYERD MALE.
% ' MONFREFFETTOMIEMTE.

1 IMVECE DI SPOSTARMI QGHI FOCHI SECOMDI

| COME UMR PERSOMA CHE STH PEEMDEMDO FUQCO,
SOM0 AREIVATAH ALLA COMCLUSTOME CHE DOYEYD
MUOYERMI IL MENO FOSSIEILE.

3 FOI MI SOM0 SPOSTATA SOTTO LA DOCCTA. MA TL
SAMGUE MOM FIMIVA MAI. MOM AVEEEBEE HMAL %
SMESSO DI USCIRE. STAWA USCEMDO TUTTO
ITHSIEHME.

. AVEWD MESSO Li IH MEZZ0 UM ASCIUGAMAND ED
ERA DIVEMTATO COMPLETAMEMTE EOSS0.

! FOT HE HO MESS0 UM ALTRO.
"-f : FOI UM ALTEO AMCORA. LT HOMESST TUTTI.

FOI HO CAFITO CHE STAYO MOREMDO, PERCHe MOM
SEMTIVO DOLORE. SEMTIWO IL CUORE I:HE
IMYECE O EATTERE WYIERAVA.

»". CLI ARMADIETTI ERAMO SOPRA LA MIA TESTA E
\SAPEND CHE RAGEIUMCERLI AVREEEE CAUSATO
- UM SAHGUTHAMENTO EXTRA,
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COM IM MAMD IL COLTELLO DA SUSHI HO

ALLUMEATO LE GAMEBE IL PIu POSSIEBILE E HO
PEOVATOARDALZARE LE ERACCIASOFREALA TESTH

FER VEDERE SE CT FOSSE DEMTROQLUALCOSHAGLT
ARMADIETTI, TIFO UM CELLULRARE.

QUAMDO STAI MOREMDO FAT COSE SEMZA SEMS0.

MOM SAT COSA FARE.
I0EROQUARST RIUSCITAHA MORIRE.

MEL 2025 CEEDEYD S0OLO CHE FOSSE OUALCOSH
CHE MOH WOLEYD.

[OMESSO]

MI SOMD ACCARTOCCIATA MELLA COCAIMA, |

DA QUEL MOMEMTO POSS0 USARE SOLO IL GENERE
FEMMIMILE.

LA FATTURA ERA IN YIAGGIO WERSO CASH-
CZZ++-MOBILE. HO GUADARGHATO UM 'ASSTISTEMTE
SOCIALE.

CcLAFA CEOFT. 2

T MOM HA FATTO HESSUN TESTAMEMTO, PERCHé ¢

COMVIMTO DI MOM MORIREE. AMCHE SE STH
MORENDO. '

#" A PROPOSITO: LA MIA CAMICIA ERA ORMAI

'SATURA DI SAMGUE  MEMTRE CERCAVO DI
 RIPREMDERE L 'EQUILIERIO SULLA COCAINA DI
o TOHM,
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LE MAMI FORTI DI TOHM MI HAMMO ATUTATA A

FARMI UHA RI=A FICCOLA. UMA BRET RIGA.
FAFaHA TIEATO LA COCH CHE EIMAMEYA.

“+FARESTI MEGLIO A CAMEIRARTI>> MI HA DETTO
JTOHM.

SEEEEFWFI CHE AYESSI LE MESTEURZIONT DELLA
MORTE.

ERA TUTTOCUCITO, COME LA FACCIA OL SMILE.

AVEWD UM CRTETEREE IMFILATO IM QUELLO CHE
RESTRYA DELL ‘AGGEGGIO.

ILOOTTOREHADETTOCHE ERA LUMA MUTILAZIONE
IEREIMEDIAETLE.

HODETTOALARA CHE EROSUTCIOALE E CHE SE MI
DAYAMD IM AFFIDAMEMTO MI SAREET AMMAZZATA.

LET MI HA CREDUTO.

HON POSS0 STARE NELLA CASA CZ22++ MOBILE.
COS3

HODETTOA TOHM

<<MOM. POSS0..5E TOEMA SHAM COsA FAY MI
TAGLIA LA GOLAY MI EUBAR LE MEDICIME FER

2 YENDERLE 733

i) <<DEY0 TORMARE DA HARRY. AMCHE A PIEDI. SE
0 HESSUMOMIPORTA.:>
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TT HA DETTO CHE HOM AMDAYO DA MESSUNA PARTE.

POIL HA DETTO CHE QLUELLA MAGLIETTH F'EHEIE"."H :

SAMGLE.

SA00mN0_|T0 | CHE | PERDO [SANMGUE. | HOM| LA
MAGLIETTA. PAFa:> GLT HO RISFOSTO

JOHHM HA GUARDATO L "OROLOET0.
<<0EVOAMDARE>> MIHADETTAO.

GLT HODETTO CHE SE MOM MI FORTAYA DA HAREET
CISAREI AMDATAH A FIEDT.

T HA OETTO CHE HOM POTEYOQ AMDARE.
JOHM SE M e AMDATO.
UM 'ALTRER WOLTA.

DOLORE

MI CT & WOLUTA QUAST UM "ORA PER CALMARMI.
T COMTIMUAYA A UELARMI COMTREO. IO STAWO
SEDUTA. SPORCAMOOGLI TL SEDILE DEL DIVAMOD
DT SAMGLE.

<<PAFa.>> GLI HO DOETTO OQUARANOO ST e
RWWICIMNATO.

«+FOTRET MORIRE SE MI FICCHI O SE MI
AGGREDTISCI. >

e LT HO FATTD YEDERE IL SAMGLE. E IL SANGLUE
'C'ERA. PERCHé MI AVEWA SFIMTO. PERCHé MOH
. DOYREEEE ESSERCT SAMEUE ORAY OK. MOM S0MO




el P T

SCEMA. LA FERITA SI ERA APERTA ALMEMD IH U
FLUMTO. \

IT MI HA BUTTATO ¥IA IL TELEFOMO DT MRO=+

CHE MI AYEYA DATOL 'ASSISTENTE SOCIALE FER
LE EMERGEMZE.

HOM FPOTEWO CHIAMARE MESSUND SE STAWO PER
MORIRE OT HUOYO.

YOLENODIRE: ¥IT5TOCHE IL CANCROCE L 'HAL TL,
JJd. FERCHe HOH HUORI DA SOL0 INYECE [OT
TENTAFRE [I AFMAZZARE HE.

MA HMOM L "HO DETTO PERCHé MI STAWO CEH*+
SOTTO.

LA MIA MANDO DESTREA 51 ¢ AGGEAFFATH FORTE

ALL "'THGUIHE MEZZ0 DISTREUTTOL

LACOSAPEGEIORE CHE FOTEYA FARE ERA TIEARE
BT HUOYO QUEL TUEOD CHE USCIVA DALLA FERITA
FERLAFIF.

GLI HO DETTO CHE ERA IMCASTRATO. ME LD AYEYA
SFIEGATO IL MEDICO.

HO  PROPOSTO A PAFA UM ACCORDO: SE MI
LASCIAYA STARE E MOM MI TORTURAYA ORA CHE

" ERACOMYALESCENTE.

IO HON LO AYEEI TORTURATO QUAMDO SAREEEE
~~ STATOLUT AMORIRE.




MI HA DATO DUE SCHIAFFI ,
| MI HA DETTO CHE HOM STAVAMOREMDOMIENTE! () @ &
L CHE MOM DOVEYO MAI FIu DIRE UMA COSA DEL 14
t GENERE. |
MEMMENO UHA YOLTA. |
%1 | MI SOMO MESSA A FPIAMGERE. PERCHs EROD | | j
§ EMOTIVAMENTE DEEOLE. .
MI HA DATO AL TRI SCHIAFFI. PToFORTI. PO MI & £
YEMUTO MALE ALLA TESTA.
: OUALUNOUE COSA FOSSE  SUCCESSA. AVEWO :
n DECTS0 0T MOM ALZARMT. ¥
MI HA DETTO DEGLI IMSULTI CHE HOM HA SEMSO ¢
RISCRIVERE.

»  ORMAI HOMMI FANMOFPIuMIEMTE.
] MI ¢ IMDIFFEREMTE AMCHE RISCRIVERLI.

QUELLOCHE HO FATTO OOFQ,

STATO COMTEOLLARE SE AVEWO AMCOREA LE
SIGARETTE OT SHAM HEL MIONASCONDTIGLIO.

PARa ERA SCESO OARLLA | CASA 22~ MOBILE &
"+ PAELAYA AL TELEFOHMO COH QURLCUMO. MI
! \SEMERA DI AYER CAFITO CHE WOLEYA DET SOLDT.

- :-I:I HO MESS0 UM PO AD ALZARMTI. IL TUBD DELLA
- PIFiMI FACEYAMALE E DEMTREO C ‘ERA SAMNGLE.




| MIFACEYAMO MALE AMCHE I PUNTI. LA PAMCIA E
i LA FACCIA. \

E‘ | POI HO PRESO IL COLTELLO PTu GRAMDE CHE
C 'ERAMEL CASSETTO.

h HO COMTREOLLATO AMCHE SE LA FISTOLA OT PAFa
ERA AL SUOPOSTO. MA MON C 'ERA.

S0N0 TORMATA A SEDERMI S0TTO IL TRWOLO, COM
IL COLTELLO IH MAMO.

ESTRAMO CHE MI0 FADRE HOM AVESSE LA MINIMA
COMPRENSIONHE HECESSARIA FER CHFIRE CHE
STAYOD SOFFREENDO DAYYERD MALTO.

: L ‘AVEVO YISTO TRATTARE GLI ANIMALT COM PIu 35
COMPRSSI0ONE. ' ™

y ERAMNO SOLOLE SETTE
* FRCEVAMOLTO CALDO.
' IT 51 ERASEOUTO SUL LETTO DI HARRY.

. DhLL ‘ALTEO LATO DELLA CASA CZ2++ MOBILE E
g | MI GUARDAYA MEMTREE FUMAYA. SEMFREE O FIu

HOoM AYEWH MIEMTE DA PEEHDEEE. A FARETE LA
COCATIMA CHE GLI AVEYA OFFERTO JTOHM.

_ ERARSECCO.
! ' \CEEDEVO CHE MI AYEEEEE LICCISA.

. IM QUEL MOMEMTO MOM S0 COSA CREDEYD. PER
¥ S ESSEREPRECISH.

el P T




£ | EICORDD CHE SUDAYO. LA MAGLIETTH EIAMCH | t
ki ERA AFFICCICATH ALLA FELLE. COME QURMDOO 3
i HAI LA FEEEEE 0O SETI HEL ERTOLU. FPAFA HMOM \

SUDAVA COS: TAMTO.
RICORDO CHE LA LUCE ERA ERUCIATAH. AL CENTED

i’ DEL SOFFITTO DELLA CASA C+= MOBILE C'ERA L
. UMA SPECIE DT LAMPARDOA A LED, ARRMNCIONE, OT : @J
' PLASTICA  PIATTA. DENTRO G 'ERANO - DUE b,
| LAMFADIME. 5T YEDEWAMO BEHE ATTEAVERSO TL f-

YETREOD. SE SPOSTAVI L IHTERREUTTORE O DUE
EE$TTI =I ACCENDEYAMD EMTREAMEE MA LINA ERA
FOTTA.

YEDEVD S0L0 UMA LUCTIMA E DELLE GREOSSE 1§
FALEME CHE LE GITRAYAMO IHTORMO.

ERA FASSATO DEL TEMFO. CEEDO CHE MOM FOSSE

. PASSATO WELOCEMEMTE. MA ORA HO UM wLOTO.
OR QlJAMNDO C'ERA LUCE FUORT A QUAMOO FUORT
ERA BUTO E GLT THSETTT GIRAYAMO DEMTREO LA
CASA CZ2~+MOBILE.

IH OUEL MOMEMTO MHOM AVEYD FLu PAURR.

CREDOD CHE AREIVI UM PUMTO IM CUT TI
COMCENTREI COS: TAMTO SULLE FARTI DEL CORFO
| CHE TT FAHMO MALE CHE MOM TI THTERESSAH FIu

L COSAPUSUCCEOERTT.

. CREDD DI AYERE ¥ISSUTO UM'ESPERIEMZA DA
v PESCE EDSSONELL "ACAUARTO.

i
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GUARDAYD PAF2E FOTI ME HE DIMENTICAYO.
ERA STEAMO.

AVEWA UMA CRIST O MERWIY

EOH.

EROCOSIDEEBOLE CHE, HO GIEATOLA TESTA YERSO
IL YETEOE FORSE HO DORMITO.

FOI HO APERTO LI OCCHI. CREDEWO FOSSE
MATTINA MATUTTOERA IDENTICOAFEINA. YEDD
FAFa CHE NI GUARDA CON GLI OCCHI PICCOLI
COME SFILLT.

ST e ALZATO.

MI ASPETTARYOD CHE MI COLFISSE, MA HOM L 'HA |

FRATTO.

HA COMIMCIATO AD AMDARE AYAMTI E THOTETRO,
COME UM PARZZ0.

FASSAMNDOST LE MAMI SULLA TESTA E SULLA
FRCCIA.

HA COMINCIATO A DIRE CZ2+ THMTE WOLTE.
YELOCEMENTE. COME SE FPIAMGESSE.

HOM FIAMGEWA OAYYWERO AYEWA LA WOCE

S S TROZZATA,

;?HFI HFPERTOE CHILUSO IL CASSETTODELLA CUCIMNA
. TEEOQUATTREO WOLTE. POL ST ¢ INCAZZATO E HA
O TIERATO FUORI IL CASSETTO DAL HMOBILE




ROYESCIANDOLO PER  TERRA. CERCAYA U
HCCEMDIMO. \

b | FOI HA FERESO A CALCTI LA FPORETA DEL SLllj | ?
E, AOOREATO CESSO FIMCHe MOM CI HA FATTO LM
EBUCO. SEMZA OIRE UNA PAROLA.

,. DA COME LO YEDEYD IO,
% ' GLT SERWIVALUMNASTIEARETTHA.

! IL PACCHETTODI SIGARETTE DA PUTT =0T SHAM
| . ERASUL TAVOLD.

L ‘HO GLUAREDATO E IH QUEL MOMENTO HO PENSATO
CHE WOLESSE PREMDERSELO TUTTO.

COSiL ‘HO PRESOAL WoLO. ik

MA FAFa HA AFFERERATO IL TRYOLO PIEGHEVOLE
DELLA ROULOTTE CHE ERA ATTACCATO ALLA
* PARETE. SCOREEWA IM ALTO E IM BRSSO FPER
DIVEMTARE UM LETTO O UM TAYOLD, MA MOH ST
1 FOTEWA STACCARE.

SE L e PEESA COL TAYOLO, LO HA STRATTOMATO

g | COME UMA SCIMMIA AREARBEIATA. TIRAHDOLO E
-~ URLAMOO PAROLACCE.

ALLAFIME LOHAROTTO.

o, POT LO HR SEATTUTO COMTREO LA FINESTREA
\FIMCHé HOM L '"HA AFERETA. ROMPENDO I FERMAGLI
' - CHE LA TEMEYAMO CHILUSA.

el RN
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/' NOMERAUN OFFERTA.

. GLI HO DETTO CHE AYEYD TREDICI AMMI E CHE
- MOH FOTEWO EERE.

POCHI MIMUTI DOPO ¢ TORMATO DEMTRO LA

ROULOTTE COMIL TAYOLO. STERRFATTOMALE AL

GOMITO HA RIMESSO IL TAWOLO AL SUO POSTO, O

MEGLIO: LOHA AFPFOGETIATO ALLE CEEMIERE CHE
AVEWA ROTTO. LOHA RAODDRIZZATO COME POTEYA.

FOI HA FRESO DUE EBICCHIEEI E LI HA
AFPFOGEIATI SUL TRWOLO.

MI HR DETTO DI DARGLT TUTTI I SOLOT CHE
AVEWO.

HORISFOSTOCHE ERANO HELLO ZATHO

& TORMATA COM LE BIRRE DEL YICINO.

MI HA DETTO:

{{BEYTAMO. BEYTAMO >}

L0

BEYIAMO,

ME L0 HA DETTO DIYERSE YOLTE.

MI HA VERSATO LA EIRRA CALDA MEL EICCHIERE,
MI HA FRES0 PER IL CULDSUL FATTO DEL GEMERE.
HO CAPITO CHE LA EIRRA O MRO= DI FLAMDERS

el RN



HO DETTO CHE L 'ASSISTEMTE SOCIALE MO
YOLEYA. DOVEYWA ESSERE UMNA MINACCIA, \

E. | HONHADETTO HNIENTE. b g

i HO PEMNSATO CHE MI AVESSE YISTA TIRARRE
; COCAINA.

% - HO INGHIOTTITO FIu YELOCEMENTE DI QUAMTO
1 RIUSCISSI ADEGLUTIRE.

auAMDD HO FIMNITO IL BICCHIEREE ME ME HA
YERSATO SUBITO UM ALTRO.

4 HA DETTO CHE MI AVEEEEE DATO OA MAMGIARE '
DOMAMI. 0 AMCHE SUBTTO, SE WOLEWD. CHE C 'EER &
IL TOMMO I SCATOLA. LA CARME IM SCATOLA.
OUEL| 0 OHE G227 W OLEWO

»  MICISOMOWOLUTIALCUMI SECOMDI PERCAFIRE
COSAAVESSE DETTO.

i L<WAL AVAMTTI. MATT. WAI AYANTI. HO SET ETEEE
l ELE vOLIOEBERE COM TE>>

MIHADOETTO.
FOI HA FARELATO SFORCO.

oo EVEHUTO A SEDERSTI DALLA AMIA PARTE. MI HA
' \MESS0 UM EEACCIO INTORMO AL COLLO, THTORMO
' JHLLE |SPALLE. | QUELLA | MRD} |MI| STAVA
_ AEERACCTIAMDO.
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| MIHADETTOCHE IL COLTELLOHOMMI SERVIVA.

. ME L0 HAPRES0 DT MAMO. HOM ¥OLEYD DARGLIELD, | | ¢
it MA MO 50 FERECHe HOM HO OFFOSTO RESTISTERZA. ‘

HO FEMSATO: ADESS0 HI AHMAZZA

MA HOH MI HR ACCOLTELLATA. HA LAMCIATO IL
COLTELLO IMMEZZ0 ALLA CASA C22++MOBILE.

HAR DETTO CHE HOM MI SEREYIWA FERCHé TAMTO
AVEWA IL CAMCED FIMO AT FOLMOMI.

HO FEMSRTOD CHE FOSSE UNA EUOMA TDEA FUMAREE
LA SIGARETTA. MA QUARNDO L *HO ACCESA LUT. PER
DISFETTO.MEL ‘HAROTTA.

el P T

3 CAOESS0 CHEFRCCIAMD, FAFAY 2
*HIEMTE? .. .HON PROPRIO.

omesso

H CASH O HARET SOHD EIMASTA DUE GTORMI A
LETTO COM LA FEEEBRE. EFASSATA A TROWARMI LA
MAMMA DT JOHM COM DELLE MEDTICTIME. HARET LE
= | HADOATO I S0OLDT. ESATTAMEMTE LA CIFREA CHE

» 0 CERASCRITTA SULLO SCOMTREIMO.

_:I'HFII"IHFI Crees ST ¢ DETTA SCOMYOLTA DAL MIO
o0 GESTO THSAMO.




POILHAIMSISTITOPER WISITRREMI. ,
HA DETTO CHE AYEWA FATTO UM AMMD DT i

| TMEDICINA. E POI CI HA RACCONTATO UN PO I ¥
L CZZ+SUOL. :
: CHE IDIOTH. ‘
k PERo HA DETTO CHE. SE MOM CI SENTIVAMD
E OFFESI. AVREBEBE CHIESTO A UM SUO AMICO

i MEDICO DI PRSSAREE. S0LO FERE ASSICURARSI
i CHE IO HOM STESSI MOREMDO. AVEWD SHLTHTO
L ‘AMTIEIOTICOE MI ERO, OICTAMD, FATTA MALE
H CASA DI PAFa AVYEYO PEGEIORATO LA
> SITURZIONE CAMMIMANDO FIMHO ALLA STRZIONE
3 E CAMETAMOO DUE AUTOBLS.

<+<C0OSE DA MATTIX: COMTIMUAYA A RIFETERE.
<<C0SE SENZA TESTA Mé CODR. >

. =%E UMA MUTILAZIOME GREAVISSIMAX: MI HA
DETTO. <<FERCH¢e LOHAT FATTOY HOM ERA QUESTO
1 IL MO0

HODETTO LA VERITA
HODETTO CHE ME LO AYEYAR SUGGERITO CHATGRT.

el RN

" CHE SEMS0 HA OUESTA COSA, HO PENSATO. AYEVA
| FATTO UM AMMO DI MEDICIMA E MOM SAPEVA
| 'MEMMEMO COME ST CAMEIA SESSO.




<<IL HOVAMTAFERE CEMTODEL T e F'HEIEIEITTI:IIEIF-II
TESTICOLI MEI RAGAZZI:: LE HO SPIEEATO,

E. <<00VEYD LIEERARMI DAL T¥ PRIMA CHE 4
POTESSE COMIMCIARE A CIRCOLARE MEL CORPO.
: COME LE FORMICHE DEMTRO UM FORMICATO 2
£¢S, MA PERCHe HAI  TAGLIATO AMCHE. >3 B
% ¢IL PISELLIMO | ‘;t
] £<WISTO CHE C'ERO HO PEMSATO DI TOGLIERE
TUTTO > g
_ TUTTO. ﬂ
t TREULA RASA. =t

«<3ERVIRa UMAR PLASTICAH:> HA DETTO
* DRASTICAMEMTE HAMMA.

: {{'I.I'EDEo COSHFOSS0 FARE PER AIUTAREY L =

. F'DI HA PARLATO COM HAREY DET SEEWIZT
| SOCTALT. DEL FATTO CHE I1 OOYEWA SCEIVERE

E 1N | TESTAMEMTD | IH| CUT HARRY | VENISSE
MOMIMATO MIO TUTORE.

SEMERAYA DAVYERD UHMA FERSOMA CHE WOLEWA
o ATUTAHRCTI. ALMENO, ATUTARE ME. HOM 50 SE HARRT
! \COMDIWIDEYA LA MIA I0DEA DT ASFETTATIVA DI
- WITH COMOIYISAH, COME DUE FRATELLI CHE ST
¢ WOGLTOMNO TAMTOEENE E LAYORAMND INSTEME FER




T

YIYERE EEME. COME UMA FAMIGLIA MOLTO

EIDOTTA AL MININI TERMINI.
MA AYEYO LA FEEERE.

E QUELLA CHE POTEWA ESSERE DESCEITTAR COME
LUMA SFECIE DT SCTMMIA. COME QUELLE OET FTILH.
S0OLO CHE MOM STAWO MALE COME HET FILH. AVEYD
IM CONTIMUARZTOMNE UMA SEMSAZI0OME STEAMA
ALLA TESTA. CHE FOI HO SCOFPERTO ST CHIAMA
ASTIMEMZA. £ COME STARE SU UNA GIOSTEA O
SENTIRST SWENHIRE OGHI DIECT MIMUTI.

SE TI AEITUI. TI SEMERA DI ESSEREE FATTA.
AMCHE SE e UM SEGHALE CHE IL CERVELLO TT MA

MAMOA FERE OIRE CHE MOM SEI FATTH E WUOI
FARTI.

YUOLE QURLCOSH PER STARE MEGLIO.
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HARET ST EEA FATTO BEIONDO. OR QUEL MOMEMTO

FIMO A QGG HOM HA PIo CAMEIATO Mé TRHELIO Me
COLORE DEI CAFELLI. SEMERAYA UM FUFETTO
GIAFFONESE.

YEMOEWA SUE FOTO E FRCEWA CAM CON I GAT.
AMCHE OTECT AL GIORND, PER OUINDICI
DOLLART, O ANCHE SOLOOTECT. LO PAGAYAND COM
EIFT CARD O ALTET STSTEMI. MA SOPEATTUTTO
EIFT CARD.

MOM ¢ YERD CHE SOLO LE RAGAZZE POSSOND
SOPRAVYIVERE PROSTITUEMDODSI. QUAMDO SET
ALLE STRETTE. AMCHE HARRY. CHE MOM e GAT, L0
FA.

E O0GT Ld STIMO MOLTO PER QUESTO. LO HA
SEMPREE FATTO SEMZA LAMEMTARST.

ORA LE COSE SOHD CAMEIATE. ERA UM LAYORD.
ALL ‘THIZTIOPEMSAYO MHOM FOSSE NIEMTE.

HARRET MIHA CHIESTOSEFOTEVOFARGLI YEDERE
LA FERITA. HOM RIGUARDA FTu HEMMEMO ORGAMI
SESSUALI. ERA LA FACCIA O SMILE IN MEZZ0
HALLE MIE GAMEBE. UMA TAGLIO TEHUTI IHSIEHE
DA PUMTI SCURI E SPESST.

a® CEpENMA | HAL ALZATO IL | LEMZUOLO ST &
\TMPRESSIOMATO E LO HA RIMESSO SUBITO A
" POSTO. COME SE AYESSE SCOPERTO UM MORTO.




OUALCHE ORA DOFPO MI HA CHIESTO SE WOLEWO

FARE UM DOCUMEMTARIO. AVEWA IM MAMO UMA

FICCOLA YIDEOQOCAMERA GO FRO.

Il DOCUMENTAHEIO ¢ EREVE. £ SUL HOSTRO SITO-
LIBRERIA. SE HOH ST PUo ACCEDERE. ¢ CARICATO
AMCHE SU = EAMNCORA OMLIME. C ‘e UN PERMALTINK

HLLA FIHE.

EUMADESCRIZTIONE DET FUMTI. DELLA FERITA. E
LA OOMAMDA DEL PERCHeL 'HOFATTO.

IL YIDOEO e STATO AMCHE SU YOUTUEE PER
QUALCHE OFRA, FOT e STATO RIMOSS0.

LACOSASTEAMA e CHE IL FILE LO TROYI ANCORA.
O LO SCARICHI CERCAMDO L "HASH, O Lo YEDT SU
A

0EI SOMOARRIVATA ALLA COMCLUSTIONE CHE SU
7 PUDT POSTARE QUALSIAST COSA. AMNCHE SHUFF
MOYIE., STUPRI, ESECUZIONI. £ INCREDIEBILE
QUELL O CHE = ACCETTA.

DICO QUESTA COSA SOLO ORA. PERCHe YOGLIO
DIRE LE COSE COME STAMMO.

DA QUEL MOMEMTO MIOFREATELLOHA COMIMNCIATO
A SEMTIRSI UMAR SFPECIE DI CEOMEMEERG
SHAKERATO COM GAMS WAM OIK, E IL CIHEMA OI

" SESSUALIZZAZIONE FRAMCESE.

B Togie s
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MOM ¢ DIVEMTATO FAMOSO MA RICEVE MOLTE

MINACCE DI PESTAGEIO E O MORTE. © E TIL

SUCCESSO ¢ una parametro di valutazione soggettiva9

L ‘ALTREA COSA CHE wOsLIO0 DIRE ¢ CHE IO MHOM
TROVO ESTETICAMENTE INTERESSAMTE LA FOTO
DT HoCUGT EIDOTTO A UMD SCHELETREO SEMIVIVOD
ESFOSTOCOME ATTRAZIONE DA SCROLL.

HARET 5.

CREDO CHE HARERY SIA UM PO "USCITODI TESTA.

FAR COSE STRAME. GLI FIACE STARE EEME.
RSCOLTA MUSICA CHE "AFRE LA MEMTE". FEEMHOE
SOL0 COSE CHE LO CALMAMO. A WOLTE Lo YEDT
FEREFPARARSTI LA CEMA METTEMDO I CEREALT MEL
FEIGORIFEROE IL LATTE MELLO SFORTELLAO.

L0 FA FERCH¢ WUOLE PEMSARE COME I REGISTI
CHE AMA. 0 PERCHé YUOLE FARE ITMFRESSIONE A

MEZ? OASESTESSOCHE SIMETTELATERRASOTTO
IFIEDOT.

CI PROVA A ESSERE UMA PERSOMNA FOMDAMENTALE
MELLA MIA ¥ITH. MI HA REGALATO UM COMPUTER
HUOYD FER STUDIARE.

Q=T FRECUENTO UMA SCUOLA O 'ARTE. AEEIAMD
DAYYERO TAMTO SPAZI0 DEDICATO  ALLA

pe LCEEATIVITAEPERQUESTOADORDLAMIASCUOLA.

'LE SCUOLE MEDIE S0H0 STATE UM IMCUEQ. LE
_ SUFERIORI SOND IL MOMEMTO FIu BELLO DELLA




MIA VITA. CREDD DI ESSERE FORTUMATA A
FEHODERMENE COMTO.

HARRT DICE UMA COSA CHE PER ME & MOLTO

IMFORTAMTE, E I0 GLI CREDO. OICE CHE MHOM
FRARETECIFIAMO DAVYEREO AI MOMENTI  FIu
IMTEMSTI DELLA HOSTEAR YITAH FEECHe QUEI
MOMEMTI ACQUTISTAMO SEHSO SOLO QUAMDO LI
EUARDT DA LOMTAMO.

ECOSICHE TUTTE QUESTE COSE SUCCESSE IN TRE
AMHI HOM LE HO YWISSUTE ALLORA COME LE
EICORDOAOESSO.

LE wWIWO ORA CHE SOMO UMA REAGAZZA. MOM
EIOLOGICAH. LOCALMEMTE EMARGIMATA. MA YIVA.
IMUMA SCUOLA SUPERIORE.

C'e STATO UN MOMEMTO O DISCONMTIMUITA
YELOCE E THCOMTREOLLATO.

OFEA FPOSS0 GUAREDARE IHMDIETEO E WEDERE LA
YITHCHE HO ¥ISSUTOFIMORA COME UM FILM.

FOS50 FEMODERMI CONTO CHE DEMTREO QLIEL FTILH
ERO UM ATTORE. UM CORFOD SESSUALIZSATO,
ASTMMETEICO. CHE SEDUCEYA E  POTEWA
DESIDERARE E FARSI DESIDERARE.

ORA POSSO DIRE CHE S0 COSA wUOL DIRE
ITHHAMORARSTI. AVERE wOGLIA O FARE SESSO.

" AMCHE 5E PER ME IL SESS0MOM & APPAGAMTE.
 EUMRACCONTO INCUT OGHI MUOYA RIGA DIFENDE

DALLA PEECEDEMTE E ALLO STESSO TEMPO HE

B Togie s
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CAMETAR IL SENS0. HOM SOLO0 DELLA EIGH SIII'F'E'-H

MR O TUTTO IL RACCOMTO DELLA MIA wITAH E \

DEGLT SPAZI COMDIVIST COMHARET E JOHM.

CANCRO
OTTOERE. LA SCUOLA ¢ RICOMIMNCIATA.

I0HO TEEDICT AMMT

HARRT DICIAMMOYVE.

JOHM OICTANHOYE

LARA CEOFT YEHTOTTO.

SHAM TEEMTASETTE.
MIAMADREE QUARAMTACIMALE.

SUA SORELLA IH SOUTH CAROLINA
TEEMTRCINOUE.

HIEI FAOREE SESSAMTLIMO,

SOMO AMDATA A SCUOLA FER LA FEIMA YOLTA COM
LI YESTITO. E STATO BELLISSTIHO.
E TEREIEILMENTE DOLOROSO, IMEARAZZAMTE...

"\ DOLOROSO PER LE PERSONE CHE MI FREMDEWANO

" \INGIRD,




FERCHé DOVEWAMO DIMOSTEARE A TUTTI ICI-IE A
LORD EEANO FUREBI. CHE MON CI CASCAYAMD. E SE- &
MHOM CI CASCAYAMO ED ERAMO FURET. ' 5

Ee ALLORA DOYVEVYAMO OIELO A TUTTI CHE IO MOM
ERCOLINA EAMEBINA MA LM BRMEIMNO.

, SEMPLICEMENTE: FARE LN COMFLIMEMTO A ME
| vUOL  0OIRE DICHIARAREE UM *ATTITUDINE
E SESSUALE.

LA PEGEIORE O TUTTE. QLUELLA CHE ACCETTH
COME SESSUALTZZATO IL CORFO DT LUMA EAMETNA
CHE. MEL TUDO MODO DI WEDERE LE COSE e UM
EAMEIND.

‘ SE MI ORI QUEL POSTO MEL TUOD CUDREE, POT HOM 3k
FUOT SCAFPFPARE. HON PUOT OTRE CHE LO FRCEYI ”
FER ME PERCH¢ SAT CHE GLT ALTEI SAMMD CHE

MOM & VERO.
'_SE LOFATI IL provider del senso sanguina.

QUAMNDO S0M0 TORMATA CON HAREYT A CASA DT 17T,
MELLA ROULOTTE., PERECHé¢ L 'OSFEDALE MHOM

(AN FOTEVA FIu TEHMEELD, LUT ERAR STAEBILMEMTE
- INDIRIZZATO YERSO LA MORTE.

IH QUEL MOMEMTO HO COMINCIATO A CAFIRE CHE
AVEWO QUALCOSAH OR SCAMEIARE HELLA WITA.

7 TRISTE BRUTTO. OSCEMO. TMPERFETTO.
| C MAOUALCOSA.

el RN
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LASUARYITAAYEYA FINITO IL SEMSO.
* IL SEMS0ERAMOMOTOMNIA.

DA QUAMDO L°HO CAPITO MOM HO FIu SUBITO
YIOLEMZA FISICA. A

HO SUBITO UM ALTEOQ TIFO DI WIOLEMZA: | g
SIMEOLICA. EMOTIVA. REIFICAMTE. MA HOM FIu
FISICH.

SE MOM COMSIDERI IL SESS0 UMA FORMA O
AGGRESSIONE FISICH.

IM EEALTa IL SESSO MOM ¢ UMA SCELTH
SPOMTAMER. AMCHE SE FPUo SEMEEAELO. E UMA
FERFORMAMCE. HA ALTEI FIMI. E HOM YALE FIu
MIEMTE FPERE ME PERLCHé fisicamente non sento niente

facendo sesso se non male.

el RN

COS% ALLA FIME. IT STARYA DAYYERD MOREMDO.

AYEYA FATTO UM MESE O CHEMIO ATTRAVERESO
LM "ASSOCTAZTIONE MO FROFIT. HAMMND YALUTATO
B EISULTATE -RARLATO- BT FERARIE (CHE—{HE
ALLUMEAMO LA %ITA. POI HAMMO LASCIATO
STAREE. MOM C "ERA MODO DI AYERE I S0OLDT.

il ST L CURRYAL | CON | | COCKTAIL! | DX
AMTIDOLORIFICT. E SONO COMTEMTA PER LUL,
FERCHé MEMTEE CEEFAYA. ALLA FIME SE LA
FRZSAYA DAVYYERD EEME.
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ASPETTARE CHE LA MORFIMA  FIMISSE
L ‘EFFETTOE FEENDERENHE DELL 'ALTEA ALTEA.

MOM ST & LAMEMTATO PIu DI TANTO. SAPEYA DT

ESSERESTATOUMAFPERSOMACATTIVA COM ISUIOT
FIGLI.ELO&eSTATOFIMOAL MOMEMTOIMCUI SIA

I0 CHE HAREY ABEIAMO SHMESS0 DI WOLERGLI
EENE.

A OQUEL PUMTO HOM C°'ERA FIu MOTIVO DI
CONTINHUARRE A WIVERE.

EFPOTEYA FARST DIAGHOSTICARE IL CAMCED.

FEE UM AMERICAHD DEL TExAS IL CAMCED & LM
THMMIGREATO. UM YIETCOMG. QUALCOSA CHE PROYA
AEMTEARE HELLA TUAFREOFPEIETAE CHE CEEOT OT
FOTER SPARARE YWIA.

MA MOH e COS5

<#PAFa SEI DAVWEEOD UM BAMEBIMOX: GLI HO
DETTO.

MOM YOLEWO FERIRLO.

MI PARLAYA DT PEOGETTI FER IL FUTURD E IO
GLT HO DETTO. SEMZA SADISMO. CHE SAREEEE
MORTO FRESTO. CHE MOM LT RIMAMEYA ALTRO
CHE RIFOSARST.

# DORMICCHIARE EFARST TAMTISSIMO,
ORMAI SPACCIATO PER SPACCIATO. POTEWA

FEEMDERSTI QUELLDO CHE vOLEWA.
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I0 MOM HO RACCOMTATO A MESSUNO QUELLO CHE
MI AYEYA FATTO IT. COSiHAREY E 1T GLT HAMMHO

SEMPREE PROCUREATO UM SACCO OI ROBR PER-

MORIRE BEHE.

SHAMMHOM 5T e FIuFATTA YEDERE. HEAMCHE FER I
SUOI WENTI DOLLARI CHE FOTEWA INCASSARE
LM'ALTEAYOLTA, cERRVAMO TUTTI FATTI QUAMOO
LE AEEBIAMO SALODATO IL DEEITO, E HESSUMO ST
RICORDAYA O AVERLA PAGATA ». IL CAMCED & UM
AMEBIEMTE COMTAMIMATO. LE PERSOME - MHOM
YIVOMND BENME HEGLT AMEIEMTI COMTAMIMNATI.

UMA  SPECIE DI TAMATOMORFOSI  SECCH.
CHE RIOUCE OGHI GIORMOD IL WOLUME CORFORED
DT FAFA

SPERO DI AVERGLI FATTO MALE QUAMDO GLT HO
DETTOCHE GLI wOLEWO BEME.

HO SEGUTITO PUNMTO FER FUMTO LE THNOTCASTOMT
DI CHATGRFT FPER CAMEBIARE LE FLEEO DELLA
TERAFIA DEL DOLORE. E SPERED CHE 5T STH EESO
COMTO CHE, SE MOM GLI AVESST MATL WOLUTO BEME
LT AYEETI ELUEATO LA MOREFIMA.

AMCHE SE LA MAGEI0OR FARTE OELLA MOREFIMA LA
AVEWA UM 'IMFEEMIERA DELLA COMUMITa DETI
FOVERI IH CULO CHE MUOIOMO DI CAMCED.

ERO SEDUTA SUL LETTO DI TT. COM IL MIO

Vaal WESTITO A FAMTASIA DI TRIANGOLI CERCHI E
- 'STELLIME COLORATE. EEA BIAMCO. MON AVEWO
- CALDOE NI SENTINO EEME.




T

FEEMDEYD POCHISSIMA COCAIMA.
FOCAH FOCH.
IL MIHNIMD INDISFEHSABILE FER vIVERE

E ttE PRSTIGLIE TOELCLO T RSICHIRTRA TUTFE
INSTENE]

ELEPASTIGLIE DEL TSO.

E FUMAYO LE STGARETTE DT SHAM

H TEEDICI AMMHI AVEYWOD IL RISCHIO
DT TCTUS DT UMA QUARAMTEMNE.
FORSE.

SE | \AYESEI | FATTOL | GLI I ESAMI | DELLA
COAGULAZTIOMNE.

MA MOM MT TNTEREESSA HEMMEMO A ME DELLA MIA
COARGULAZTIONE, CHE M 'ITHFORETA.

TUTTO AMDAYA EEME FIMCHé HESSUMO PERDEVA
LA TESTA.

MELL 'ULTIMO MESE JT HMOM MI PARELAWA. MI
O0OTAYA. ED e PER QUESTO CHE MI PREMDEYQO CLEA
DI LUL. COME UM AMIMALE  OOMESTICO

5 | . AFFEZIONATO, COME LUT 5T ERA PEESO CURA OT
‘ b HEI

| GLT FACEWD GUARRDARE AR FOTATOES TUTTO IL

GIORMO.




| | MI sOoMO FATTA UMO SEATTI IMCREDIEILE A
CERCARE CARTOMI ANIMATI COM I PUPAZZT.

PRIMA DI MORIRE IO E TT ABEIAMO YISTO COSE B
EELLISSTIHE.

CHE GLT ERTHMAREANHO IMFPREESSE HELLA RETINA
FOST MORTE PER L ‘ETEEHITA

REEIARMO WISTO 7EAF OO0k, ELIMF IH THE NIGHT,
AR BUMF FATTO COL PONGO. FEAL MOMSTERS ré
UM "ALTRA COSA STURIOA. E OIHOSALRT. Wi

C'ERA ALTREA ROBA DA YEDERE COM I FUPAZZ0OMI {
IH COSTUME MA TT e MORTO PEIMA. f

b S P
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COSA & SUCCESSO MENTRE PAPA STAVA MORENDO
DI CAMCRO

IrM QUALCHE MOOO0  SAFPEVD CHE  SAREEEE
SUCCESS0 DA UM MOMEMTO ALL 'ALTRO.
MISENTIVOORGOGLIOSA DI ME STESSA.

FER MOMH ESSEREE INCAZZATA COM FAFA

FER MOH ODIARLO.

HARRT E JT AYEWAHD SEPPELLITO L 'ASCIA OI
GUERRER.

COME I PERSONAGGTI DET FUMETTI CHE SUPERAMD
GRAMDI DIFFICOLTAE SOPEAYYIWOMO

J0E HARERY ERAYAMO DAVYERO FELICT.

AVEVAMO TERASFORMATO IL LETTOOT HAREY IH UM
TAYOLO, vISTOCHEL "ALTEOERAROTTO. LA SERA
EEMAYAMD Li QUANDO HARET ERA A CASA.

DEHI TAMTO YEMIVAMO TOHM E SUA MADRE. ANCHE
LARA ST ASSICURAYA CHE T0 AMOASST A SCUOLA
E CHE MoK FOSSI SUICTDALE.

MI HA-FATTO FARE DET TEST CHE DICEWYAMND CHE
OA QUAMDO AYEWD COMIMCIATO ILLEGALMEMTE

" LA TRANSIZIONE IL MI0 DISAGTO SOCIALE ERA
OTHMIMUITO.
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o L
z ;

bt

—

F
S



K
.f
§
3

LARA MOM SAPEVA CHE TT FOSSE UM PEZZ0 DI

FIR D,

MA HOH IMFORTAYA FIo

LE HO DETTO CHE YWOLEWOD STAHEE WICIMO A MIO
FARORE MEMTEE MORIVA.

FOI MI SAREI COMCEMTREATAH SULLA SCUOLA E
SULL 'THTEGEAZIOME.

OFA MOM FOTEYD.
FAFaSTAYA MORENDO.

SAREEEE MORTO DI Li A POCO. EEA RIDOTTO AL
MINIMI TEREMINI. POTEYA MANGIAEE 3S0LO

ATTEAYERSO LA FLEEQ FERCHE il suo STOMACO ERR

UMA COSA 0OR CAIHES OF THE FUTLIEE:

L ‘ESOFAGD  SCHIACCIATO DA UM CANCED
FAMPICAMTE E VEMDICATIVO.

HO OTTEMUTO DUE SETTIMAME DI ASSEMZA DA
EEHE%H COM IL PARERE FAYOREVYOLE DEL DOTTOR

L0 | PSTCHIATRA |OELLA| COMTEA., PER [CUX
FPRZSAYO COME SFESA PUBELICA.

IL | DIECT | DICEMBRE| HO | COMIHCIATO [ A

. RIPREMDERE TT COM LA GO-PROOT HARRY.

;."EIF'E!EHEIE"."EI T SECCO COME UMA MUMMIA. LE
. GOCCEDELLAFLEEO EMTEAYAMODAL TUEBOMELLA
¢ MANORIMSECCHITA.




' TEMEYALAEOCCAAPERTH
i MOM PARLAYA FIo.
E MOM ST MUOYEYA.
"~ MASCOMDEWOLE SO
MI PARLAYA DEL FILM
s: . THEACT OF SEETME
! FACESOF DERTH,
P IL FUHERALE SATT,

LO RIFREMDEYAMO MEMTRE IL SUO C22++ ST ERR |
AMHODATO ED ERA SPARITO MEL BRSSO VENTRE

SOMO TORMATA A SCUOLA. AYEYD FATTO MALE I
g COMTI. PAFa ERA SOFPRAVYISSUTO AL QUTIHDICT
., GIORMIDIPERMESS0DEL PRESIDE.

TT ¢ MORTO IL 16 GEMMATO 2026,
HAEERAPPAMDOSTI ALLA YITAH COME UM GOBLIHN.
FER IL PURD GUSTODOI FARLD.

FER INFESTARE CASA CZ2++MOBILE AMCORA PER
QUALCHE GIORMO.

[ ORA.
MINUTO.




CAMPO A COLLASSO IMFINITO

HO AFFOGGIATO LA TESTA SUL CUSCINO DEL

LETTOANTERIOREE.

QUELLO CHE HON POTEWAMO USARE. FPERCHé
C ‘EEANO AMCORA LE COSE DI JT E DT SHARM.

MELLAMOSTEA WITHE HELLA ROULOTTE.

MA AYEYAMO TIERATO YIA LA MAGGIOR FARTE
DELLE SCATOLE. AVEYAMD COMTREOLLATO CHE HOM
CT FOSSERD RAGHI, AMCHE SE ALMEMO UMO C'ERR
SICURAMENTE.

MI S0M0 ADOORMEMTATA MEMTREE OAL FOMOO
DELLA ROULOTTE IL WEWTILATORE OI TJ
MUDWEWA LIM "ARIA DEEBOLE.

AVEWD LEGATO DETI MASTEI OI CAETA ALLA
RIGLIA DELLA YEMTOLA. MELL ‘ARIA
SEMERAYAND COLORT WINIOL ITH MOYWIMEMTO,

HO GURRDATO GIoOAL LETTO.

HARRY FAVEVA GIOCATO A POKGOM  FIMO
ALL "ALEAR COM TOHM.

OGHI TAMTO AFRIVO GLI OCCHT E LT GUARDAYD
SEDUTI AL TAVOLD.

'HO ESITATO PRIMA DI TOCCARLO. LE MANT MI
- TREMAYAMO MEMTRE LE LACEIME MI SCEMDEYAMOD

SUL wISO. MI S0M0 SENTITA COME LIHA BAMBINA.

B Togie s




E L 'HO ODIATO. ALLA FINE, MI SOMO DETTA: 7.1 ;
FREE0 MUORT, FAFe MON SOPPORTAYO PTuLESUE .
URLA. CHEE

Ee LE GAMEE LI 5I ERAMNO GONFIATE. FEREOEYH
LIQUTOO0 INTESTIMALE CHE GOCCIOLAYA FUORET
§ DAL LETTO. HAREEY & CORSO DEMTRED LA CASH L
MOBILE COME UM EEFORTER DI GLEREER.

% . CERCAYA FREMETICAMEMTE LA TELECAMERRA.

{ EIFEEHMDEYA TUTTO QUELLO CHE USCIVA DALLA

‘ FAMCIA GOMFIA O PAFa LE GAMEBE DILATAHTE
COME PALLOMCIMI. LA MED++ CHE TEASEORDAYA
DAL CuLO.

4 HO DETTO CHE OOYENWAMO FORTARELO IM BRGHO, e
FERCHé¢ FEOEAREILMENTE SAREEEE TOCCATO A ME S
FULIREE QLEL MACELLD.

HAREET MI HA DETTO OI RIFREMDERE E DI
*  PORTARE JT AL SUD ADORATO CESSO0.

i SI ¢ ROYESCIATO SOPRA. TEEMAYA COME LHA

A ZAMZARA - FULMIMATA DALLA  CORREMTE
|l ELETTRICA.

E STATO IL PRIMO SHUFF MOWIE CHE ABEIAMO
FEGISTEATO

' | MIOPADRE CHE MUORE SUL CESSO.
"\ CI:LAPRIMAMIRTE.

el RN
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DI CUI MNOM SIAMO RESPONSABILI.

HARRY HA DETTO CHE GLT DISPIACEYA CHE TOHN

FOSSE PEESENTE.

| [TESTINONT. | |

TT ERA MORTO. O SAREBEE MORTO A BREVE. AVEYA

FPERSDITUEI ATTACCATI ALLE ERACCIA.

'ERAMORTO.
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SIAMO RIMASTI A GUARDARE TT SUL SUD CESSO ,
CHIMICO, IM MEZZ0 ALLA PUZ£A DI MRD++ E DL
DECOMPOSIZTIONE INTERMA. ' 5

Ee L ‘ESFLOSIONE DEL BRSSO VENTEE COME UM
CORFPODI RRBELALS CHE SCOFFIA.

, UM MAMUALE DT WARHAMMEE. UM WIDEQ GIOCO
% _ SFORCO.

EIMAMEYA DA GUAREDAREE LUIMA FERSOMNA MORTA SUL
CESS0, MEMTREE STAMO SEDUTI COM LE SPALLE
COMTREO QUELLO CHE REESTAWA DELLA CUCIHA
DELLA CASA C++MOBILE, MON e UMA COSA SAMA.

HOM ERA FIu IM PERICOLO OT WITAH. ERA MORTO.

A COSH SERVIVA CHIAMARE OQUALCUMO ALLE 3§
CIMALUE DEL MATTIMNOY "

MI S0M0OFATTA UM LAYAGEIO0 DEL CERVELLD PER
ELOCCARE IL DOLORE.

MI SOMOMOSSA YELOCEMEMTE YERSO LE CARTE.

' OUELLE FER TIL MIO AFFIOAMEMTO A HAREY. GLI
|l HODETTO DI FIEMARLE.

ELULLOHAFATTO.
IFOGLT ST SO0 SFORCATI DT MRED

i, (14 SEHEIEFI'I."FI UMA STATUAR DI CEREA GEIGIASTREA
! \CHE SEOCCTOLAYA MEL CESS0 CHIMICO.

~ HARRY ST ¢ GIRATO. C'ERANMO DEGLI ALCOLICT ©°
CMELL "ARMADIETTO =SO0TTO IL LAYANDIMO. HA 8

el RN
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AFERTO UMA YODKA AL MELOME, QUELLA CHE MOM

MAMCAH MAL A CASAH MOSTEA.

REETAMO EEVUTO IMSIEME. MI HA OFFERTO UNA

=IGARETTA. HO FUMATO COME UMA FERSOMA
EREAMDE.

HARET HA AFFOGEIATO LA WIDEOCAMEREAR FER
TEEER.

LA BATTERIA EREA ALL 'ULTIMA TACCHETTAH
ROSSA.

LI HO CHIESTO, COME FOSSE UM FRWORE, SE
FOTEWO AFPFOGEIARMI A LUI COM LA TESTA.

HAREY MI HA AEERACCIATA.

LA MATTIMA ERO AMCORA ABERACCIATA A HAREY.

LA TELECAMERA ERA SFEMTA. GUARDOAYAMO T.0
MORTO SUL CESSO.

LI HO DETTO UMA COSA CHE CREDEWO HMOM
AVEEEEE MAI CAFITO. E HEMMEMO I0 LA CARIVO
ALLORA COMPLETAMEMTE., HO CHIESTO SE AYEWA
YOGLIA DI BEACIARMT
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MARCH 2025, DALLAS CITY. TEXAS.

I HAVE TO MAKE T4 'S BREAKFAST OM TIME. IF I
DON T, THAT'S IT. I DON'T GET BREAKFAST
EITHER. T 'M OMLY ALLOWED TO EART AFTER HIM.
BECAUSE HE SAYS HE MIGHT RUN OUT OF
SUPPLIES TOGET THROUGH THEDAY...LOL LOL .~

I THINK THIS IS REALLY SAD. BECAUSE I DI0ON 'T
EAT DINMER LAST HIGHT EITHER.

I SKIFPED DINMER LAST MNIGHT. AMD TODAY I
HAVE TOMAKE SURE I EAT SOMETHIMG.

SAHMANTA IS ALWAYS YELLING. SHE 'S ANGRY AT
EVERYOME., EYEN PEOFLE WHO HAVEM'T DOHE
AMYTHING TOHER. SHE 'S MADAT JJ4 BECAUSE SHE
CAN 'T FIND HER CIGARETTES AND HER TWENTY
DOLLARS. T REALLY HOPE HARRY DIDH 'T TAKE
THEM THIS MORHING.

I HEAR HER HERYYT FOOTSTEFPS COMING TOWARD
THE KITCHEN OF THE "FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE.™
JI 'S TRAILER. I TRY TO SPREAD THE PEAMUT
BUTTER ON IT1 'S TOAST AS FAST AS POSSIELE.
WITHHIS EGG AMD HIS BEER, THEH I DUMP HALF A
BAG OF FOMZIE CHIPS OMTO THE PLATE. THAT 'S
HOW HE LIKES HIS BRERKFAST.

I STICK MY HAMDS BACK IMTO THE EBOILING
WATER OF THE CLOGGED SINK. IT ALWATS CLOGS.
IT ALWAYS CLOGS, I WHINE TOMYSELF, BUT IT 'S
TOO LATE HOW.

SAHMANTA GRABS ME BY THE HAIR. BY MY
FONYTARIL. SHE SLAPS ME HARDACROSS THE FACE.
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SHE 'S WEARING A BIG RIMG. AMD SHE STARTS
SCREAMING BECAUSE SHE HURT HERSELF TOO
WHEN SHE HIT ME.

TFALL TO THE FLOOR. FOR A FEW SECOMDS, MATEBE
LESS THAM A MIHUTE. I CRY. THEN I PUSH THE
TEARS BACK INTO MY EYES.

SHAMANTA IS REALLY AMGRY BECAUSE SHE HURT
HERSELF AMD BECRUSE SHE LOST HER TWEMTY
DOLLARS AND HER CIGARETTES. SHE GRABS ME BY
THE ARM AMD YAMKS ME BACK TO MY FEET.
SCREAMING INTOMY EARS.

"YOU STOLE MY MOMEY. YOU LITTLE BITCH.
RIGHT?"



AT FIRST I MOD ALOMG WITHHER THREATS. BUT
THIS TIME I DON 'T WANT TO TAKE THE BELAME
FOR SOMETHING I DIDN T DO. SHE STARES AT ME
EEEEEFIEIDUE EYES. I NOD AGAIM. JUST TO

THEM I TELL HERE I DIDON 'T TAKE HER MOMEY. I
SWERR IT. FLEASE.

BUT SHAM DOESH 'T BELIEYE ME. AMD SHE SLAMS
MY HEAD AGAINST THE KITCHEN COUNMTER OF THE
FUCKTING MOBILE HOUSE., LTKE SHE WANTS TO USE
ME AS A RAG TO WIPE UP THE MURKY WATER
SPILLING OUT OF THE SINK. I 'MREALLY SCARED
SHE MIGHT SERIOUSLY HURT ME. BECAUSE THERE
?E%EHIM‘EE 0OH THE COUNTER AND THE HOT PLATE

I TREY TOFIGHT BACK. ARCHIMG MYSELF LIKE A
CAT. SCREAMING:

“OARON*"
I 2

JJ GETS UFP FROM COUCH HUMBER A IN THE
FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE. HE WAS WATCHING
TOUTUBE OM THE TINY T¥. HE WAS HAPPT
BECRUSE /7. FOTATOUES SHOWWAS ON.

"ENOUGH!" HE SAYS.
"ENOUGH. YOU UGLY WHORES."

"THISBITCHSTOLE MY TWENTY DOLLARS AND MY
CIGARETTES.”



"I TOOK YOUR FUCKING TWENTY DOLLARS. TOU
0T A FUCKIMG PROBLEM. SHAM? HUH? T BREAK
MY BACK DAY AND HIGHT ANMD YOU 'RE BUSTIMG MY
BALLS OVER TWENTY DOLLARS™Y™

"BITCH." SHAM SAYTS. LETTING GO OF MY HERD.
"SORREY. WHORE." SHE TELLS ME.
SAHM.

T LEAYE T4 'S BREAKFAST WHERE IT IS AMD RUN
OUT OF THE FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE. I DOM 'T
CARE IF I HAYVEN 'T EATEN. L DOM T WANT TO
STAYT THERE OME MORE MIMUTE. I LEAVE FOR
SCHOOL. I "M MOT EVEN WEARING SHOES.

BUT IHAVE TOGET OUT.

AT SCHOOL I ASK KELLY IF SHE HAS SOMETHING
TOEAT SHE CAN SHARE WITH ME. SHE SATS SHE
HAS A JUICE. SHE WANTS TOSPLIT IT.BUT I
EXPLAIN THAT I 'MREALLY. REALLT HUMGRY, S0
SHE GIVES IT TOME.

BEFORE GOTNG IMTO CLASS. T RUM BEHIND THE
BUILDING, WHERE THE CAFETERIA DUMPSTERS
ARE. I OFPEN THE YELL OW ONE AND A CLOUD OF
FLIES BURSTS OUT. EVERTTHING LOOKS
SPOILED. BUT I KHOW TODAY 'S CEREAL HAWS ARE
STILL GOOD. THEY 'RE LEF TOVERS FROM THE
SCHOOL BREAKFAST, WITHEBITS OF TUCKY
CHARMS MIXED IM. THE OHES WITH THE CONE
LOGO THAT LOOKS LTKE BUCKY O 'HART.



I SWALLOW THEM FAST. BEFORE AMTONE SEES ME.
I KMOW EATING OUT OF THE TRASH LTKE AM
OPOSSUM IS LOSER BEHAYIOR. ANO I REALLY
HOPE MO ONME MOTICES. BECAUSE I DON ‘T WANMT
TOGET LAUGHED AT.

HE 'S DOME IT BEFORE. T7 LIKES USTNG FOOD AS
A WEARFOHN. HE KNOWS EXACTLY THAT HE CAM
THROW LEF TOVERS IN THE TRASH. HE KNOWS I "LL
EAT OUT OF THE GARBAGE WHEM I "M STARYIMNG.

USUALLY I RUN TO SCHOOL AND ARRIYE RIGHT
WHEH CLASS STARTS. WITHMHO TIME TOSTEAL
FOOD FROM THE DUMPSTERS. BUT TODAY I
BASICALLY RAN AWAT FROM HOME.

MRS. GRANT LOOKS AT ME. SHE S EXTREMELY FAT.
SHE ASKS WHAT I 'MO0ING BACK THERE, THEM
CHECKS HER APPLE WATCH. CLASS IS ABOUT TO
START. I GIVE HER A SCARED LOOK. LIKE I ™M
ACTUALLY AFRAID. I M MNOT. REALL Y. BECAUSE
THE FAT LADY HAS NEVER HIT ME. I'T SATS SHE 'S
A PUSHOYER.

STILL.SHE ASKS ME WHAT I "M DOTIHG BEHIND
THE BUILDING.

I THINK AREQUT IT FOR A SECOND AMD SAY I WAS
CHASING A CAT.

I LO0OK INTOHER SWOLLEN. REDEYES. SHE STILL
HAS—

SHE DOESHN 'T SAT ANTTHING, AND I RUNOFF. I
RUMN AS FAST AS I CAN THROUGH THE KIDS
HEADING INTO SCHOOL.
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IM MY LOCKER I KEEF SOME CAMDY FOR
EMERGEMCIES AMD A FEW QOUARTERS. THAVE A
GRAPH NOTEBOOK WITH DINOSAURS ON IT AMD A
BUNCH OF COLORFUL MOTEBOOKS FOR MY OTHER
CLASSES. IN THE DIMOSAUR MOTEBOOK I WRITE
AMD DRAW WHATEVER I LTKE. AMD I CARRY IT
WITHHME EVERTWHERE.

I HAVE A GREEN DONALD DUCK PEMCIL CASE. A
PEMCIL. AM ERASER. AND TWO PEMS: A BIC AMDA
HELLOKITTY PEM. IT 'S JUST A HORMAL PEN.

I G0 DRINK SOME WATER IN THE KIDS °
BATHROOM. I REMEMBER HAYIMG MICE. SHINT
HAIE. BUT THIS MORMING IT 'S ALL CLUMPS,
LIKE ACOYOTE FLATTEMED OM THE INTERSTATE.

SILVIAFLIPS THROUGH A COUPLE OF PAGES OF
HER FASHION MAGAZINE WHILE MRE. KAMF IS
LATE. SHE 'S MOT MY FRIEMD, BUT IMMATH CLASS
ISITMNEXT TOHER. I LOOK AT HER MAGAZINE
T00. THERE ARE TRAF STHGERS I IT. AND

THEY 'RE DRESSED REALLY WELL.

I TRY TOLOOK CLOSER. BUT SHE SHOVES ME AWAY.
EEEEEHTE THAT STUFF IS FOR GIRLS. HOT FOR

IGET SAD.
"I 'MHNOT ABOY." I TELL HER.

SHE BURSTS OUT LAUGHING. THEN SHE MOVES
AWAY, GIVIMNG ME A LOOK OF DISGUST. JUST TO
HURT ME. SHE FLIFS A PAGE OR TWO. THEN LEANS



OVER TO SHOW ME A PICTURE: A GUY COVERED IN
MUSCLES.

"THIS IS WHAT 70U 'LL BE LIKE WHEN YOU GROW
UP." SHE SATS. "TOU 'RE TOTALLY CRAZY."™

SHE SHNAPS 7TRAF FASHIONSHUT. ME. KAMP
SUDDENLY WALKS INTO THE CLASSREOO0M AMD
STARTS SCRAPING THE CHALKBOARD WITH HIS
COLORED CHALEK.

I DRAW DIMOSAURS AMD POK &10H.
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ROUTINE QUESTIONING

I ‘"M SUPPOSED TO ALWAYS REPORT IT IF
SOMEOME HITS ME. BUT FOR THE PRINCIPAL IT 'S
FIMNE LTKE THIS.HE SATS I 'MABOY. AND THRT
FOR ALL AMERTCANS TH TEXAS IT 'S PART OF
GROWING UP TO COME HOME WITH A BLACK EYE.

BUT THE HURSE KMOWS BETTER THAN THE
PRIMCIFAL THAT I M MHMOT ABOY.AMD THAT I
SHOULDHN 'T BE GETTING HIT. SHE SCOLDS ME
MORE THAN OMCE. SHE EVEN CALLS ME MISS.

SOT TELL THE TRUTH.

IH THE END. T BREAK DOWH AMD COMFESS: ANDREL
HIT ME BECAUSE I TRIED TO STEAL HIS ManeM 'S.

THE HURSE RUNS HER FINGERS ALOMG THE
BRIDGE OF MY NOSE.

"HE DIDAN T HIT MY MNOSE." I TELL HER.
"0OKAY. OKAY."

SHE REMINDS ME MOT TO GET MY MOSE BROKEN IF
I WANT TO CHANGE SEx OME DAY, BECAUSE THEM
IT WOULDEE AREAL PROELEM TOFIx.

SHE ASKS ME TO TAKE MY CLOTHES OFF, EECAUSE
SHE KEEPS THINKING I M TOO SKIMMY. MV LOMG-
SLEEVE SHIRT HAS MORE HOLES THAM SWISS
CHEESE. IT 'S THE SAME SHIRT I 'VE BEEN
WEARING FOR ABQUT TWO YEARS. IT MAKES ME
EE?E ITEVERY DAY TOREFORMME.HE SATS I "M



I LOOK AROUND WHILE I 'MLEFT IMJUST MY
UHDERWEARR. HURSE TRAILOR WRITES DOWHM MY
MARKS AMD BRUISES IM HER NOTES.

SHE COUNTS THE MATCHING MARKS OM MY FACE. T
HAVE A FEW SCRATCHES. IT LOOKS LTKE BEFORE
FIGHTING WITHAMDREW PRICE I FOUGHT WITHA
VERY ANGRY CAT.

I SHOWHER THE CIGARETTE BURN SHAM GAYE ME.
THERE 'S A ROUND. DARKER MARK OH MY ARM.

I TELL HER IT WAS MORE OF A CHALLEMGE THAM
AMTTHING. SHE KEPT CALLINMNG ME A WIMP.
THAT "'SNHOT TRUE. 50 I PROYVED HER WRONG. TEARH.

MURSE TAILOR IS YERY THOROUGH. SHE PATS ME
0N THE SHOULDER.

“Y0OU SHOULDM T LET THAT SHAMANMTA TREAT YOU
LIKE THIS."

SHE ASKS IF HER MAME IS REALLY SHAMAMTA.
THEM TELLS ME TO OFPEN MY MOUTH S0 SHE CAN
CHECK MY CHIPFPED TEETH. AFTER THEY WERE
SMASHED AGATNST THE TILED KITCHEHN
COUNTER. OMLY ONE IS CHIPPED, THOUGH. TUST
OHE IS REALLY SHARP. I 'MHALF YAMPIRE.

MISS TAILOR LAUGHS.

“IT 'S HORMAL TO BREAK A TOOTH IF vOU DO
SPORTS. SKATE, STUFF LIKE THAT. HOBODYT INM
AMERICA HAS ALL THEIR TEETH."

SHE PAUSES.



"EXCEPT RICH PEOPLE."

SHE WRITES A FEW MORE HOTES. AS SHE KEEPS
LOOKING AT ME.HER EYES STOP AT THE OLD BEURN
UHDER MY BREAST. SHE TOUCHES IT. IT 'S A DARK
SPOT. BECAUSE THAT 'S NORMAL WHEN YOU GET
HURT AMD YOU HAVE LTIGHT SKIN.

"I MEAN...Y0OU 'RE HOT BELACK..."

"I TOTALLY DESERVED THAT ONE. MISS." I SAY.

IT WAS TOHM. MY BROTHER HARREY "S5 FEIEND. I
TOOK SOME MOMEY FROMHIMWHILE HE WAS AT
OUR PLACE. T DIDH 'T WANT TO GIVE IT BACK, SO
HE FUT ACIGARETTE OUT OMME UNTIL I
CONFESSED.

OKAY. THAT 'S HOTHING COMPARED TO THE
TORTURE THEY DO AT GUANT aMAMO. I GOT OFF
ERSY.

I DON T SAYT THART. BUT FIFTY DOLLARS WAS A
LOT OF MONEY. I WOULD "¥E CUT JOHN "S THROAT
TOO IF HE 'DSTOLEM ALL THAT FROMME. SO I "M
MOT MAD AT HIM.

DID I SAT SOMETHING WROMG™

MISS TAILOR LOOKS AT ME WITH COMCERN.
STRAIGHT IN THE ETES. MATBE SHE 'S ANGRY.
SHE SETS HER NOTEFAD DOWN AND STEPS CLOSER.

"ARE YOU SURE EVERTTHING "S OKAT AT HOME.
MATT?"



I CLOSE MY EYES FOR A MOMENT.

S0 MUCH ANGER.

MY MAME ISH 'T MATT.

“..MT NAME IS KATRIN." I TELL MISS TAILOR.

SHE SMILES. SHE RUFFLES MY HAIR.
"0, "

THAT HURT. I MUST HAYE A BRUISE SOMEWHERE. I
HEEDT EVEN REMEMBER HOW I GOT THE OME OM MY

I HURRY TOPUT MY CLOTHES BACK ON. I DO
EVERYTHING AS FAST AS I CAN.

A FEWMINUTES LATER THE HURSE COMES BACK
WITHJAR HAMSEM. THE PRTIMCIPAL. ALONG WITH
TWO OF MY TEACHERS. MISS WOODS AND ME.
ZIEGLER.

ME. HAMNSEN KMOWS ME VERY WELL.

I 'VE BEEMN INHIS OFFICE MORE THAM ANY OTHER
WILDKIDINTHE SCHOOL.

HE LOOKS AT THE THREE OF THEM WHILE HE
TALKS ABOUT WHAT HE "S5 DISCOVERED OM MY
BODY, LTKE A YIETHAM YETERAN. TRTILOR, THE
MURSE. REFORTS WHAT SHE FOUND.

HE LTFTS MY CHIN. BECARUSE T DON T WANT TO
LOOK AT THE PRINCIPAL. I 'MOUT OF EMERGYT
FOR THE DAY.



I 'MAFRAID TOLOOK HIMIN THE ETYES, BECAUSE
THE OMLY THIMG MISSING IS FOR THEM TOPIHN
THE WHOLE FIGHT ON ME.

THE TRUTH IS. I 'M TERRIFIED, BECAUSE ANDREW
CAUGHT ME DIGGING THROUGH HIS BEN TEN
BACKPACK. HIS SHACK.

I 'MATHIEF.
APARASITIC INDIVIDUAL.

I FEEL LIKE CRTING. I THINK THET 'RE GOIMNG
TOCHARGE ME WLITH THEFT. BECAUSE I "YE DONE
IT TOOMANY TIMES AND HORMAL PEOPLE ARE
STARTING TOLOSE THEIR PATIENCE WITHHME.

MAYBE THEY 'LL SEND ME TO SOME KTHD OF
PSTYCHIATRIC DETEMTION CENTER.

I TELL MTSELF I WOM T ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS.
I STAY PERFECTLY STILL.LIKE AFROG.
EEEEEIF‘FIL HANSEM LOOKS AT ME. SHAKING HIS

THE LAST TIME. HE CALLED JJ BECAUSE OF THE
FOOD THEFTS. J7 TOLODHIMHE WAS TRTYING HOT
TOLET ME TURN COMPLETELY GAY, THEN HE HUMG
UP.AFTER THAT. HE CHASED ME WITHHIS BELT.
TRETING TOHIT MY BACK WITH THE METAL
BUCKLE. BUT HE OHLY GOT ME ONCE.

I KMOWIT 'S CRUCIAL HOT TOGET HIT IN THE
FACE WITHAEBELT THAT HAS A CROCODILE -HERD
BUCKLE. BECAUSE IF IT GOES WROMG YOU CAN
LOSE ANEYE.
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IT 'SHOT HANSEM 'S FAULT. TECHNICALLY. I CAN
?EI:::I*IHI?EGED WITHTHEFT. IT 'S ASERIOUS

ME. HANSEN HAS HAD EMOUGH. HE 'S GOTHG TO
CALL J.T AGAIN.

CRASH.

I EREAK DOWMN AMD CEY. MT BODY SHAKES LIKE
JELLY AMD I START STUTTERING. I CRAWL LIKE
A WORM, BEGGING MR. HANSEN MOT TO CALL J4.

"PLEASE." I WHIMPER.

"MOT TODAY. I ALREADY PTSSED HIM OFF THIS
MORMIMNG. ALOT. REALLY ALOT. SOMUCH..."

MISS TRAILOR HELFPS ME UP. SHE ASKS HOW OLD MY
BROTHER IS.I TELL HER FIFTEEM. HE 'S
ACTUALLY EIGHTEEHN.

YERT DIPLOMATICALLY.MISS TRILOR SATS
THAT GIVEM MY BAD RELATIONSHIP WITHMY
FATHER. IT WOULD BE BETTER TO ASK HARREY TO
ACT AS AN INTERMEDIARY.

THEH SHE ASSURES ME THAT HANSEN WON T CALL
JJ OR THE POLTICE. AMD THAT THIS TIME
THEY 'LL LET IT SLIDE.

I LAUGH.

THE EYE WHERE ANDREW FUNCHED ME STARTS TO
SWELL. SHE GIVES ME SOME ICE AMD SEHDS ME
BACK TO CLASS.
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SINCE IT 'S TOOLATE TOFIMNISHMATH CLASS. I
RUM STRATGHT TO MRES. WARTH 'S ENGLISH CLASS.
TODAY THERE 'S A SPELLING TEST OMALL THE
STATES AND THEIR CAPITALS. I M MNOT
PREPARED. I USUALLTY MEVER AM.

I DON T HAVE ANY KIMD OF TALENT. OM TOP OF
THAT. IN THE LAST FEW MONTHS I "E GOTTEN SO
SKIMNT IT 'S DISTURBING.

I WALK INTO THE CLASSROOM WITH MY HEARD
DOWH. BECAUSE T 'MALITTLE ASHAMED. T THROW
AWAYT MISS TATLOR 'S FIRST -ATD PACK AMD SIT
IM THE FIRST EMPTY SEAT I SEE.

WHEH I ENTER THE ROOM. ALL THE STUDENTS
STARE AT ME. THE SUBSTITUTE TEACHER WAVES
HER HAMDS IH FROMT OF HER FACE. SHE "S HOT
USED TO SEEING SOMEONE THIS DISHEVELED.

LUCKILY. I COULD COUNT OMARY. MT MOTHER
YERA 'S STSTER. WHO HAD MOYED BACK TO
GERMANY BECAUSE OF JT. SHE TREATED ME WELL.
EVEM THOUGH TOHER I WAS ALWAYS MATT. SHE ‘D
MAKE ME A SAMDWICH IF I ASKED. WITHAPEFST.
I 'DSTAY ANDWARTCH CREATLURE FEATURE.

BUT THEM I REALIZED IT WAS GETTING LATE. IT
WAS ALMOST DTHMER TIME. HARRYT SAID THAT IF
I STAYED. HE WOULD CALL J1T.

I WAS DRTHKING THE LAST SMALL PEPST WHEHN MY
HEART STARTED POUNDING. T WAS IH TROUBLE.
BECAUSE I ‘0 CAUSED AMESS THAT MORMING
WHEH I RAM AWAYT FROM HOME AFTER FIGHTING



WITHSHAM. AMDMOW I 'DSTAYED OUT UMTIL
EVENING.

FOR AMOMENT I THOUGHT MAYBE I REALLY
SHOULD STAY THERE ALL HIGHT. MATEBE EVEN TWO
OR THREE DAYS, UNTIL JT 'S ANGER WORE OFF.

BUT I COULDN 'T.

FULL OF ANXIETY. I STARTED RUNMING BACK
HOME. ABOYE ME THE SKT WAS ELUE. AND I COULD
FEEL THE SUN WARMIMG MY BACK AS I GOT
CLOSER TO THE MOBILE HOME PARK.

I CAREFULLY OPENED THE FRONT D0OOR OF THE
FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE. OUR TRAILER.

TEXPECTEDJT TO TUMP OFF THE COUCH AHD
BEAT ME AT AMY SECOND.

BUT HE ACTED LIKE HOTHING WAS WRONG.
I SATD "HI." BUT HOBODY AMSWERED.

I SLTPPED IHTO THE KITCHEN, THEN WENT TO
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE
AMD STARTED WASHING EVERYTHINMG I 'DLEFT
MESSY THAT MORMING WHEN I RAM AWAY.

MORE STUFF HARD BEEM RODED TO THE GREEMISH
LIQUID IN THE SINK. A FLOATING CAN OF
CANMED MEART. SOME PERS. ROUND, GREEM PERS.

ITFELT REALLY STRANGE, EECAUSE WE DONM T
EAT THAT KIND OF FOOD.



THERE WAS ALS0 AN OPEN CAN OF PEARS. I STARED
AT ITLIKE IT WAS AN ALTIEN. THERE WERE
LEFTOVER PERS IMNSTDE. T WASH 'T SURE
WHETHER TOEAT THEM OR MOT. SOMETHING MADE
gﬁEEéI'II:JTHEFIEH TURM. IT FELT LIKE EATING

I PUT ONE INHMY MOUTH. THEM SPAT IT OUT.
I COULDH 'T EAT IT.

I DIDN 'T WANT TO EAT THAT KTHD OF FOOD. EVEN
THOUGH I WAS STILL HUNGRY.

WHILE I CLEANED. T KEPT THROWING QUICK
GLAMHCES AT JT. WHO WAS DRTHKIMNG HIS BEER
WHILE WATCHING WRESTLIMG ON YOUTUBE. I
ﬁEﬁ{EEEEHIHE TOMAKE SURE HE WASH ‘T

AS I WASHED THE DISHES. I WAS TEMSE.LIKERA
CAT READY TO JUMP OUT A WIMDOW.

THEM THE INSECT SCREEN OF THE FUCKING
MOBILE HOUSE SHIFTED. HARRY CAME INSTDE
WITH JOHN.

HAREY AMD JTOHM LOOK AT ME AND SMILE.

JOHM TELLS ME, WITHOUT SATING ANTTHING.
GO0D JOB. 70U GOT INTO A FIGHT. HE LOOKS AT
THE BRUISES AMDREW LEFT OM ME.

IJ SHAPS. PISSED OFF:
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I:lllilll'zl' I'EE MOT DOING THIS. HARRY. GET THE FUCK

JOHNM IGHORES J1 AMD SATS TO ME:
"HEY. BRUCE LEE. ERING ME A BEER."



JI GETS AMGRTY.

HARRY TELLS HIM TO GRAEB A BEER FROM HIS
STASH.

FOR A MOMENT I LOOK OUT THE WINDOW. ERIKA
AMD KEVIN. FLANDERS 'S KIDS. ARE FLATING
SHOOTOUTS WITH THEIR SUPER LIQUIDATORS IN
THE MOBILE HOME PARK. FLANDERS IS WATERIHG
HIS PRECIOUS HEDGE THAT SEPARATES HIS
TRAILER FROM OURS.

FOR ASECOND I THIHK I 'DLIKE TOBE PART OF
FLAHDERS 'S FAMILY.

EVEN THOUGH I LOVE HRRERY. I TMAGIHE BETHG
OHE OF THEHM.

I FEEL HOT.
I SMILE.

MY HEART JUMPS WHEMN I FEEL 71 BREARTHING
DOWM MY NECK AS I CARREY THE BEER TO JOHN. I
EEHEEE WHAT HE WAMTS, WHY HE 'S STAMDING SO

JJ LAUGHS AND GIVES ME A "KARATE CHORP™ TO
THE BACK. HE 'S HAPFPY BECAUSE I GOT INTORA
FIGHT AT SCHOOL. THE HIT IS S0 HARD THAT FOR
A SECOMD THE BEER CAM ALMOST SLIPS OUT OF
MY HAMD. AND T HAVE TODOD A LITTLE ACROBATIC
MOVE TOCATCH IT MIDARIR. SOME BEER SPILLS.

JOHH THANKS ME AND GIVES ME ANOTHER SHMACK
0N THE SHOULDER. LIKE A TIF.



"00D JOB. KID. THAT 'S HOW IT "5 DOME."

T IS PLEASED AMD DROPS IMTO A STAMCE. HE
THROWS A COUPLE OF BOXING PUMCHES INTO MY
SHOULDER. I TELL HIM TO STOP.

THEMHE SATS I STILL HAYE A CHAMCE MOT TO
TURM GAY. HE SATS THE PRESIDENT SHOULD KILL
ALL THE FAGGOTS.

"EMOUGH, I'T." TOHM SAYS.

“YOU 'RE HURTING THE KID...I 'VE DONE SOME
BOXING."

JJ TELLS JOHM AND HARRT TOGET OUT OF HIS
HOUSE.

_'I'_EEIHLIE'EE AFAST LITTLE BITCH. HUH?" HE SATS

T}ﬂ% CAN RUN FAST AND BUY YOURSELF SOME

I 'MHOT HAPPY THAT TOHN AND HARRY LEAYE. I T
LOOKS ME UP AND DOWH.

HE KEEPS SMOKING HTS EXTRA-STRONG RED
MARLBORDS.

IJ STAYS JUST A FEW THCHES AWAY FROM ME.
HE 'S STARING. I O0ON T KHOW WHAT TODO. I CAN
SEE HIS REFLECTION IN THE KITCHEM WINHDOL.

I G0 BACK TOWASHIMG THE DISHES.
THEH I START CLEANTING THE BATHROOM.



BUT JJ IS STILL THERE. STANDIMG, WATCHING
ME. SMOKING. HE 'S GOTTEN VERY THIN TOO. YOU
EEH_?EI::E HIS RIBS. AMD HIS SKIN IS COVERED I

WHILE T SCRUB THE FLOOR ON MY HANDS AMD
KHEES. I CALMLY STOPS BEHIND ME. HE SMELLS
LIKE ALCOHOL. I EXFECT HIM TO COME CLOSER
AMD START KICKING ME.

ITFEELS LIKE IT TRKES FOREVER TOFINISH
CLEANING THE BEATHROOM. BECAUSE I CHECK
WHERE IJ IS EVERY MINUTE. I DON T WANT HIM
TOHIT ME IN THE FACE. S0 I ALWATS KEEF MY
BACK TOHIM.

I 'MFULL OF ANKIETY ANTWAY. BECAUSE WHEN
SOMEOME WANTS TO BEAT TOU BUT WAITS TO
START. THAT 'S THE WORST PART.

MY LEGS AND ARMS ARE SHAKING FROMWAITING.
I CAN ‘T FOCUS ON AMYTHING ELSE.

LATER I MEED TOUSE THE BATHROOM, BUT J.I
LOVES THE CHEMICAL TOTILET AMD DOESH T
WANT ME TOUSE IT.TI TELL HIM I HNEED TO PEE
AMD GO OUTSIDE, LOOKING FOR A FLACE
SOMEWHERE IH THE PARK.

I TELL MYSELF:

MAYEE HE WANTS ME TO DRIMK MY OWN PEE.
HAHA. LOL.

ISTART LAUGHING HYSTERICALLY.



IMNREALLITY THERE 'S MOWHERE REALLY SAFE TO
PEE ITH BROAD DAYLIGHT. T HAYE TO DO IT FAST
BEFORE A NEIGHEOR SEES ME.

T LOOKS OUT THE BIG ROUMD PORTHOLE WIHDOL
OF HIS BEDROOM, THE OME AT THE BACK OF THE
FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE, AMD SHAKES HIS HEARD
MO. HE LOOKS ASHAMED OF ME.

AT FIRST THAT THOUGHT IS TOO STRANGE TO
PROCESS. BUT I FEEL THAT SOMETHING IS WRONG
IMJIT. MY OARD.

THE MORE I TRY TOFOCUS ON WHAT COULD
HAPPEN TO ME. THE MORE MY IMMER STRENGTH
DEAINS AWAY.

THEM AN IDEA FLASHES THROUGH MY HERD. I
KHOW WHY I FOLLOWED MY EVERT MOVE. HE
WANTED TO KEEF CONSTANT PRESSURE ON ME.
LEAYING ME UNSURE ABOUT WHEM AMD WHERE
HE 'DHIT ME.

BEFORE I CAM THINK OF A WAY TO STOP HIM. JJ
ﬁEhLE THAT I '"MAFAGEOT AMD THAT I DISGUST

INM THE KITCHEN HE ‘D SAID OMLY THE SPEED OF
LIGHT WOULD SAYE ME, SO I MAKE HIS
MICROWAYE FISHFRYT IN RECORD TIHME.

AFTER I FINISH THE EVENING CHORES. SHAM
SHOWS UP WITHHER ELOMDE. SLIGHTLY FAT
FRIEND.LESLY. THEY SAY THEY 'RE GOIMG OUT.



I DOM T SAT ANTTHING. I JTUST LOOK AT THEM
SMILING, ALMOST LAUGHING.

SHAM BELOWS CIGARETTE SMOKE IN MY FACE. MY
BACK IS PRESSED AGAINST THE MIRROR THAT
COVERS THE ENTIRE DOOR OF JT 'S SUPER
TOILET.AS SO0M AS SHE MOYES AWAT FROM THE
DOOR OF THE FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE. I SPRING
OUT LTKE ACAT. THE CIGARETTE SMOKE IS
MAKING ME SICK. IT 'S UNBERRABLE.

OKAY. HOW THEY 'RE SMOKING DRUGS AMD THEN
THEYT 'RE GOING TO HAYE SEX.

LESLY IS GOING TO SUCK I 'S DICK WHILE SHAM
WATCHES AMD SMOKES HASH.

TOUCAN SEE IT FROM THE WIMDOW. EVERYONE
CAN SEE THEM. EVEN FLANMDERS. HE CAN WATCH. HE
DOESHN 'T WANT ME NEAR HIS KIDS ETITHER.
BECAHUSE HE SATS PEOPLE LIKE US. TEANS
PEOPLE. ARE AGATHST GOD, AGAINST PRESTIDENT
TRUMP. ELOM MUSK. AMD ALL OF AMERICA. BUT
ALS0 AGAIMNST CHINA AMD RUSSIA. HE SATS THEY
ALL HATE US. EVERTONE. EVERTWHERE. HE SATS T
WAS LUCKY TO BE BORN IH AMERICA. BECAUSE IN
THE MIDDLE EAST THEY WOULD "VE BURNED ME
ALIVE AMD FILMED ME DYING. AMD THAT AMERICA
IS TOLERANT WITHUS, LIKE WITHBLACK
PEOPLE. BUT THAT EVERYTHING HAS ALTIMIT. I
CANSTAY THERE. BUT I HAYE TO STAY AWAYT FROM
HIS CHILDREEN.

T DON 'T LTKE THEM ANYWAY.
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I WAITED SITTING AGAINST ONE OF THE BIG
F++IMNGMOBILE HOMES, WATCHING A BIT OF
FLAMDERS 'S TV THROUGH THE WINDOW OF HTS
TRAILER. HE WAS WATCHING AZIGH POTENTIAL.
BUT I COULDHN T HEAR THE SOUND. THERE WERE
TONS OF MOSQUITOES. THE MARZTS USED
MOSQUITOES AS TORTURE. THEY WERE STUPID.
IT 'SAKINDOF TORTURE AMYOMNE BORM IN
DALLAS COULD SURVIVE.

I HAD MO IDEA WHAT TODO. I WAS SO TIRED I
FELL ASLEEP AMONG THE MOSAUITOES, LTKE
AFRICAN CHILOREN ITH ETHIOPIA SURROUNDED
BY FLIES WHEN THEY 'RE ABOUT TO DIE. FOR A
MOMENT I WAS AFRAID I 'DELEED OUT. THEM I
REALIZED IT WAS A STUFID, IRRATIONAL FEAR.

WHEM I FELT MY HERD DROP FORWARD. I WOKE UP.
JOHH HAD PUSHED ME ASTDE. MY BROTHER WAS
LOOKING INSTDE THE F ING HOBILE HOUSE. JOHM
WAS LOOKTIHNE IH WITHHIM MAKING FUN OF HE
AML TELLING HARRT HOT TO *BE AN AHOLE AND G0
LET THE HASH.

HARREY SATDHO.

I DEFEMDEDHTIM TOO. T SATD JT WOULDBERT HIM
IF HE STOLE THE HASH.

S0 JOHNM TOLD ME TO GO GET IT. HE SATD I WAS
USELESS IF I DIDN 'T GO INSIDE AMND GRAB THE
HASH. AND THAT I HAD MO BALLS.

"LEAYE HER ALONE. TOHN." HARRY SAID.



"NO." JTOHH SAID.

JOHH SAID HARRY DIDH 'T UNDERSTAMO S+ AMD
THAT IT WAS B=ED TOHAYE ALL THAT HASH AMD
MOT SHARE IT. THEM HE SAID TOME. "OKAY. KIO.™
AHD LIFTEDME ONTO HIS SHOULDER SO T COULD
SEE THSTIDE THE F+ING MOBILE HOUSE.

THE HASH WAS OM THE TAELE. SOMEONE WAS
THROWING UF INJT S ERTHROOM.

"SEE WHAT THOSE IDIOTS DI0. THEY SMOKED TOO
MUCH," TOHN EXPLATHED. "MOROMS. WHICH
TURKEYT IS PUKING IN YOUR TOILET?"

"THE ONE F*+ING MY DAD." T ASKED. "IS SHE
THROWING UP BECAUSE OF THE TRSTE OF
SEMEN?"

JOHH LOOKED AT ME. SHOCKED. HE THOUGHT
AEOUT IT.IT COULDBE.ACTUALLY. I THINK HE
WAS IMAGINING WHAT SEMEN TASTES LIKE, BUT
HOW I KHOW HE KHOWS, BECAUSE OMCE HE CAME ON
HIS OWN FACE WHILE JERKIMNG OFF.

"M0." HE SATID FINALLY. TN SLANG. "MO WAY. WHEHN
T0OU SMOKE TOO MUCH WEED IT "S MORMAL TO
PUKRE. AT SOME POINT YOUR BODYT REBELS
AGAINST MARIJUAMA AND DECIDES TO PUMISH
TOUWITHENDLESS YOMITING.™

OKAY. THAT S WHY YOU DOM T TAKE IT ALL.



“YOU TAKE A LITTLE. THEM YOU COME OUT AND WE
?HELD A CASTLE. GRAB THE ROLLING PAPERS

JOHH WAS DIGGING THROUGH HIS TERNS
POCKETS FOR ABUS TICKET. THEY LAMINATE
THEM OM PURFOSE. HE WAS TELLIMNG HARREY. LIKE
;Eﬁ STATE OF TEXAS WAS CONSPIRING AGAINST

"WHATEYER. GRAB THE FILTERS TOO. COME ON,
MOVE." HE SAID. SHOVYING ME HARD IN THE BACK
WHILE PEEKTIHNG INTO THE F*+ING MOBILE
HOUSE LIKE A THIEF.

I ALMOST LOST MY BALAMCE. THEN I WENT
INSIDE THE TRAILER.

JJ HAD SEx WITHLESLY.IT SMELLEDLIKE
SMOKE. SEMEN. AND YOMIT.

OKAY. I WANTED TO COMMUNICATE THROUGH
TELEPATHY.

I KMOWIHAYE TOGET QUT.

TOUHAYE TO DO YOUR GROWN-LIPSTUFF.

THE SOUMD OF CARS PASSING, RED FLASHES FROM
LIGHTS OR PLAMES FLYING OVERHEARD.
MEAHWHILE THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT
PRESIDENT TRUMP AMD ALIENS.

I JUST WANTED ONE HIT. I 'DSTOLEN THE HASH.

JOHM DIDN 'T WANT ME TO SMOKE.HE SAID I D
GET CANCER. HIY, AND CEREBRAL FALSY.



I TOLDHIMIWASH'T AN IDIOT.

THENM THEY LET ME SMOKE. T COUGHED. IT TRSTED
HORREIELE. BUT THAT 'S NORMAL. BECAUSE I

DON 'T SMOKE OF TEM. IT 'S MORMAL THAT IT
TASTES HORRIEBLE AMO THAT IT FEELS LTKE THE
DISGUSTING TASTE IN YOUR MOUTH WILL NEVER
GO AWAY. AND IT 'S TRUE. IT DOESH 'T.

THEN MY HERD STARTED SPINMING BECAUSE
JOHM HAD OMLY USED HALF A JTOINT TOBUILD
THE CASTLE.

THEM HE GOT MAD BEECAUSE I WAS LAUGHING. OF
CRYING.

HE SAID HE DIDM 'T MAKE IT FOR KIDS. THAT
EEEE CAM T SMOKE A CASTLE MADE OF PURE

QKAT, MOW I KMNOW: HASH ISM T WEED. BUT I "VE
ALWAYS CALLED THEM THE SAME THING.

"CRAZY." HARRY SAYS. "I SAW A UF0."

HE FOIMTS AT A FLTING SAUCER HEADIHG
TOWARD MEXICO.

"IS IT GOIMG TOAREA S17"

"I 00N T THINK S0." TOHM TELLS ME, HUGGING
HIS KHEES LIKE HE 'S TTRED OF BETHG HIGH.
LIKE HE 'S EXPLAINING SOMETHINMG TOU LEARN
IH FIRST GRADE.



HE EXPLAINS THAT UFO0S GO TO SOUTH AMERICA.
HE ASKS IF I KHOW HOW MANY PEOPLE DISAPPERR
IH S0UTH AMERICA EVERY DAY, AMD WHY MO ONE
EVER HEARS FROM THEM AGAIN. WHERE DO THEY
=07 WHO TAKES THEM?

HARREY LOOKS TOHH IN THE EYES.



“THE GOVERMMENT?" HE ASKS.ALITTLE
CONFUSED.

IT 'SPOSSIBLE.

JTOHM THINKS ABOUT IT.

"MO. HOT THE GOYERNMENT. ALIENS.™
SILENCE.

I ASK WHYT THEY AEDUCT THERM.

JOHM TELLS ME THEY ABOUCT THEM TO TAKE THEM
BACK IN TIME. HE SATS IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT.
IT MAKES SEMSE: OM EARTH. AFTER THE
DINOSAURS, HUMAMS APFEARRED. AMD HOW DID
THEYT AFFPERR?

HE SAYS IT WHILE LOOKING AT THE IMNTERSTATE.

ALTENS BROUGHT HUMANS FROM THE FUTURE
BACK IN TIME.

HARREY PUSHES ME HOME LTKE I 'M A PRISOMER.
HE RABS ME BEY THE MECK. HE OPENS THE DOOR OF
THE FUCKTING MOBILE HOUSE.

EVERYTHING IS ALMOST THE SAME AS BEFORE.
EXCEFPT SHAM IS ASLEEF IN HER BED. HARREY
DRAGS HER DOWH BY OME FOOT. BUT SHE 'S TOO
HIGH TO DO AMYTHING, S0 SHE KEEPS SLEEPTHG
0OH THE FLOOR.

MY BED STILL HRS TO BE SET UP. BECRUSE THE
TABLE IN THE FUCKINMG MOBILE HOUSE TURNS
IMTOMY BED EY FOLDING DOWN AMD SLIDING THE



FOAM PADDING FROM THE SEATS OVER IT. BUT
I 'MHIGH TOO, AMD I CAN T DO IT.

I GRAE SOMEOME 'S PHOME. IT HAS A REDCASE. I
WANT TOMOYE IT.BUT I DROP IT TWO OR THREE
E%HEE FLTIFPING OPEMLIKE A TOY FOR STUFPID

THEHM I TELL HARRY I 0ON T FEEL WELL AHMD PUT
THE PHOME I CAN 'T CLOSE BACK INTOHIS HAND.
I WANT TO GO THROW UP. BUT THE BATHROOM IS
ALREADY FULL OF YOMIT.

I LOOK AROUND, UNTIL HARRY GIVES ME A PIECE
OF HIS BED TO SLEEF ON.

SHAM KMEELS DOWM, OPENS THE CAEIMET UNDER
THE SINK. AND PULLS OUT A BOTTLE OF AMMOMNIA.
T DON 'T UNDERSTAMD RTIGHT AWAY WHAT SHE 'S
EH¥HE£_I$HE GRAES A SPOON AND POURS AMMONIA

MY BRATH IS TOO SHAKEN TO THINK. AS MUCH AS I
WANT TO. I 'MBARELY AWAKE AND CAN 'T GET MY
HUMB BERATH TO WORK. WITH THE SFOON IN HER
HAMD. SHAM STARTS CRAWLIMNG TOWARD ME. SOME
AMMONIA DRIPS FROM THE SPOOM AS SHE MOVES.

I ALMOST LAUGH.
IT FEELS UMREAL.

THAT 'SIT? I TELL MYSELF. THAT 'S ALL SHE 'S
GOIMG TO DO, MAKE ME SWALLOWALITTLE
CLEANER?

L]



I DON T KMOW WHY SHE WANTS TO POIS0NM ME, BUT
I 'MREEALLY ANGRY.

ALL I CAN THINK IS...NOTHING.

MY MIMD IS TOOFOGGED. WITHOUT HESTITATING.
I OPEN MY MOUTH. AND SHAM SHOYES THE COLD
SPOON DOWM MY THREOAT.

A SECOMD LATER I CAN 'T BREATHE.

I STAY FROZEN, SHAKTIMG TH FROMT OF SHAM.
FEELINGLIKE MY ETYES ARE ABOUT TO FOP OUT
OF MY HERD. OMLY AFTER A MOMEMT DO I REALIZE
HOW DANGEROUS IT IS TO SWALLOW CLEANTHG
PRODUCTS.

MY THROAT IS BURNIMG. MY EYES ARE TEARTIHG
UP. AND I FEEL SOME KIND OF STRANGE YAFPOR
Eg”éﬁg OUT OF MY NOSE. I MIGHT BE SEEING

I TURN WHITE. I START THROWING UFP. HARRY
JTUMPS UP. LTKE T "M CHOKTIHNG.

HE ASKS WHAT 'S HAFPEMING. I TELL HIM SHAM
MADE ME DRTHK AMMOMIA.

"WHYT THE FUCK DIDYOU DO THAT?" HARRY ASKS.
SHAM WATCHES ME YOMIT ON HARREY S BED.
“TESUS. CALM DOWH. IT WAS JUST A TOKE."

HAREY SAYS SOMETHING LIKE. "ARE YOU
FUCKING KIODING ME™? YOU MADE MY SISTER
DRIHK AMMONIA. YOU STUPIDBITCH?"

L]



THEM HE STANDS UP AND SHOYES HER OUT OF THE
TRAILER. HE THROWS HER STUFF OUTSTIDE. HE
ALS0 GRABS LESLY BY THE ANKLES AMD SHOVES
HER OUT LTKE A PIG.

SHAM KEEPS YELLING, HER WOICE FULL OF HATE:

"I 'MGOING TO SUE YOU, KID. YOU FUCKED UP.
LOOK. MY BLOOD."

SHE HURT HER KMEE WHEHN SHE FELL.

JJ SUDDENLY SITS UP INBEDAMD PULLS ONHIS
JEAMS. HE STUMBLES OFF THE BED HALF -
DRESSED AND SHOVES HARRT TO THE GROUMD.

“WHAT DID 70U DO TO YOUR MOTHER? " HE SATS.
STILL HALF OUT OF IT.

"0 FUCK YOURSELF. I'J." HARRY SATS.

T4 JUMPS OM HITHM AND STARTS PUMCHING HIM.
HAREY ISH 'T A MACHD GUY.

SHAM HAS PLANTED HERSELF IN THE DOORWAY OF
THE FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE, OM THE METAL
STEP. AND KEEPS SATING:

"LO0K WHAT HE DID TO ME. HE DISFTIGURED ME.
THAT PSYCHO. LOOK AT MY BLOOD.™

LESLY IS SCREAMING TOO. JJ TELLS HARRY HE
FOUGHT TWO WARS IN THE DESERT. THAT HE ‘LL
KILL HIMLIKE HE KILLED THE MOMREY MEM IN
AFGHANISTAM, AMD THAT HARRY SHOULDHN T
TELLHIMTOGO TOHELL.

L]



HARRY AMD T FIGHT.

THEM HARRY, HIS LIP SPLIT OPEHM. OPENS THE
DEAWER UNDER JT 'S BED AND PULLS OUT HIS GUN
FROMAMONG JT 'S UNDERWERRE. AF TER A COUFLE
OF TRIES. HE FIRES TWO SHOTS INTO THE
CETLTHG.

EVERYOME FREEZES. T FEEL A SHARP PAIH IH MY
STOMACH.

T4 OPENS THE MINI-FRIDGE AND GRABS A BEER.
HE MODS AND SATS TO SHAM:

“THAT ‘S MY BOY."

THEM HE LAUGHS. HE HUGS HARREY. HE LAUGHS
AGALIN.

"WHY 'D YOU SHOOT MY TRATLER™"

HARREY LOOKS UP AT THE FUMCHED -THROUGH
CEILING. BEOTHHE AMD IT ARE COYERED IM
SAWDUST.

"IHAYE TO TAKE MATT TO THE HOSPITAL. THAT
CUNT MADE HER DRINK AMMOMIA. "

HARRY POINTS THE GUM AT SHAM. WHO KEEPS
CALLTIHNG ME A DEAD JUNKTIE. A FAGGAT.

J7 SATS I 'MMOT AFAGGOT.

SHAM SATS SOMEONE HAS TO PAT. MAKING THE
MONEY GESTURE WITHHER FIMNGERS.



THEM DAD ASKS HER WHYT THE FUCK SHE MADE ME
DRIMK AMMOMNIA.

SHAM SATS IT WAS A JOKE. THAT WE "RE ALL
UNMCIVILIZED.

JJ LOOKS AT HARRY, OPENS HIS ARMS, AMD SAYS
IT WAS A JOKE.

IFEEL REALLY BAD.
TI HUGS HARRTY.

"KID, 00 TOU KNOW HOW FUCKING EXPENSIVE A
HOSPITAL IS? I DRAMNK ETHAMOL IN THE GULF
AMD IT DIDN 'T DO SHIT.ALITTLE CLERNER
DOESHN 'T MATTER."

"HOW MUCH DID SHE DRINK™?" HE ASKS. SWERTING.

"A TEASFPOOM." SHAM SATS. "A TINY TEASPOON.”
SHE AODS. GETTING ANGRETY.

“YOUHEAR THAT. JI°?* A TEASFOON. FUCK ALL OF
TOU. MY HEARD 'S EXPLODING.™

JJ STEPS OUT OF THE FUCKING MOEBILE HOUSE TO
SMOKE. SHAM COMES AFTER HIM, BUT J.I SHOVES
HER AMD SHE FALLS AGAIN.

"GET THE FUCK OUT." HE SATS. "Y0OU "RE ALL
PISSING MEOFF.™



HARREY SITS 0D0WN ON THE COUCH. WHERE THE
TABLE IS, 0M THE OPPOSITE STDE OF THE BED.
AMD LOOKS AT ME.

K|

THE NEXT MORNING, WHILE I 'MCLEANMING THE
BATHROOM, I LOCK MYSELF INFROMT OF THE
MIRROR TO CHECK MY BURNIMG TOMGUE. LATYTERS
OF FLESH LOOK SCEAPED AWAY, AMD WHAT S LEFT
IS REDAMD RAW. I STAMD THERE STARIMG AT THE
SINK, FEELTING HOW LUCKY I AM TO BE ALIVE.

ICRY. TELLIMG HAREY THAT I NEED TO SEE A
DOCTOR OR GO TO SCHOOL., TOMISS TAILOR.

HE SAYS HO.

"¥Y0U CALL THE COPS AND THEY 'LL CHOKE ME
LIKE FLOYD. OR THEY 'LL DO TOUS WHAT THEY
DID TOGOOD. I "MSORRY. KATE. I M SORREY. BUT
THIS TIME YOUHAYE TO SURYIVE ON YOUR OWH.™

T ASKHIM IF HE 'LL STAY WITHHME WHILE I HEAL.

HARREY SAYS YES. OF COURSE HE WILL. WITHJIJ 'S
GUN. WHEN J T TRIES TO COME BEACK. HARRY FIRES
A SHOT INTO THE GROUND OUTSIDE THE DOOR.

"WHAT DO YOU WANT?" HE SATS.

"MY WEED." I SAYS. "THEM I 'M LEAVING. MATEBE
FOREYER. FUCK. FAMILY OF BROKENM INGRATES.
AFTER ALL THE WORK I DIDRAISIMG TOU, FUCKS.
IHGRATES..."



HAREY LOOKS AT HIM AMD MAKES THE
CONVENTIONAL SIGH THAT MEANS THE HASH IS
GOMNE. THEN HE THROWS HIM THE PICKUR KEYS.

"0 FOR A DRIVE. DAD. GO TAKE A DRIVE."”

"0OH I WILL." JT SAYS. "0F COURSE I WILL. BUT
IF I DON 'T COME BACK... IF I DON T COME BACEK.,
WHO S GOIMG TO SUPPORT YOU TWO WEAKLINGS™™

AHOTHER DAD. HE SAYS. SPREADIMNG HIS ARMS.



JI GETS INTO THE PICKUP.

FLAMDERS ASKS IF SOMETHIMG HAPPEMNED.
HAREY TELLS HIMHE "LL SHOOT HIM IN THE
BALLS. THAT THIS IS TEXAS ANDHE CAM DO IT
BECAUSE FLANDERS STEFPED OHTO HIS
PROPERTY. FLANDERS SATS HE 'LL SHOOT HIM
TO00 IF HARREY ACCIDEMTALLY STEPS OMTO HIS.
HE SATS HARRY MADE A MISTAKE. THAT HE ‘LL BE
WAITIMNG WITHHIS RIFLE. AND THAT WHENEVER
HAREY PUTS A FOOT ON HIS LAMD, SOONER OR
LATER. HE ‘LL BE DEARD.

"TOUHERR ME. HARRY TAYT? DEAD. DEAD. FUCK.™

UHFORTUNATELY. I FEEL YERY STCK ALL DAY. MY
STOMACH HURTS AMD I CAN T LEAVE THE
BATHROOM. IT FEELS LIKE SOMETHING
PUNCTURED ME FROM THE THNSIDE. I FEEL LTKE
I 'MDYVING THE WAT HISASHI OUCHI DID, THE
JAPANESE MAM WHO MELTED FROM THE INSIDE
AFTER BEING HIT BY GAMMA RADIATION.

I DON ‘T HAVE ANMY UNDERWERR LEFT. HARRY
MAKES ME THSTANMT TEA WITHHOT WATER. I HEED
;g ﬁglﬂ:ﬂ THE BEATHROOM AGAIN. BUT I 'M AFRAID

IH THE END. GATHERING THE LAST SCRAPS OF MY
DIGHMITY. I CLOSE MY ETES AND TRY TO THINK OF
A WAT TO CLEAN THE FUCKIMG MOBILE HOUSE OF
ALL THOSE BODILY FLUTDS, THCLUDING SHAM 'S
YOMIT THAT HARRY COYERED WITH T-SHIRTS.

OMCE. DURTNG A WEEK WHEN I WASH "T ALLOWED
TO G0 TO SCHOOL BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO I,



THE INSTITUTION HAD YIOLATED HIS RIGHTS
AS A FREE AMERICAN. I GOT AMGREY AMD YELLED
AT HIM THAT I WAS GOIMG TOSCHOOL AMD THAT
HE COULDN 'T STOP ME.

HE GOT ANGRY. HE PUT SOAF IH MY MOUTH AMD
TOLDME TOCLERN THE TOILET. BECAUSE SCHOOL
WASH 'T FOR DISGUSTING PEOPLE LIKE ME, AMND
IMLIFE T 'DONMLY EVER BE G0O0D FOR CLEAMING
CHEMICAL TOILETS ANTWAT. THAT. ACCORDING
TOHIM WAS THE OMLY SCHOOL THAT WOULD
REALLY BEE USEFUL TOME.

HE DIDM ‘T KNOW IT. BUT I REFUSED TO SWALLOW
THE SOAP. AS THE MINUTES PASSED. MY MOUTH
FILLEDWITHSALIVA.

OF COURSE I REFUSED. T SHOYED ME AGAINST
THEWALL AMD TOLDMETWAS ALITTLE
UNMGEATEFUL FAGGOT, THAT I COULDN 'T HAVE
CHILDREN BECAUSE THEY "0 BE EORN DEAD OR
WITHHTY IN THEIR BLOOD, AHD THAT I

COULDN 'T EVEN TOTH THE ARMY. S0 ITF T DIDN 'T
CLEAN THE TOILET. I COULD DIE.

HE TOLDME T HAD TO STAY THERE WITHHIS
LOUSY SOAP IM MY MOUTH, AGAINST THE WALL.
LIKE WHAT HAPFEMED TO HIM IN AFGHANISTAM
WHEH AL -QREDA CAPTURED HIM. EACEPT THERE
THEY ACTUALLY TORTURED HIM. HE SHOWED ME
AGAIN THE SCAR FEOM A KNIFE WOUND, WHICH
HAREY SAYS WAS REALLY A MOTORCYCLE
ACCIDENT FROM WHEN HE WAS TOUMGER.



JJ OI0M ‘T LET ME SWALLOW. I HAD TO KEEP HIS
FILTHY SOAF INM MY MOUTH. LIKE IN THE ARMY.

AFTER TWENTY MINUTES OF WATCHING ME WHILE
DRINKING BEER. HE SAID:

"SOMETIMES I THINK YOUREALLY ARE MY SON.
AMD THAT YOU "RE HOT THAT HOMOSEXUAL..."

HE SAID IT WITHASATISFIED LOOK.LIKE HE
WAS REFORMING ME. OR LIKE I WAS A MAYY SEAL.

I DIDAN T MOYE. I DIDN T CARE. BUT I WASH T
OIMG TOCLEAN THE CHEMICAL TOILET OF THE
FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE THART WAY. EVEN IF HE
SATID THEY ALWAYS DI0 IT IN THE ARMY. HE TOLD
ME THIS WAS KIDS 'STUFF, BECAUSE IN THE
ARMT THEY PUT THE SORF UP FAGGOTS ' ASSES.

THEM HE LAUGHED AND SAID THAT IM THIS CASE.
MY MOUTH COUNTED AS AN ASS.

I STARTED LAUGHING AMD THE SOAP FELL OUT OF
MY MOUTH.

JJ LUNGED AT ME. I WAS NEAR THE DOOR. I
JUMPED OUT AND STARTED RUNMMNING AS FAST AS I
COULD. HE THREW THE S0OAP. WITH HAIRS FROM
HIS BELOVED DICK STILL STUCK TOIT.AMDHIT
ME SQUARE TH THE BACK.

I THOUGHT MATEBE HE REALL Y HAD EEEN A G000
SMIPER. AND THAT HE MUST HAYE KILLEDALOT
OF BELACK PEOPLE.



HE YELLED AT ME. "WHEN TOU COME BACK. TOU 'RE
INM TROUBLE. MISS.™

I DOM T KMOW WHY. BUT EVEN THOUGH IT WAS A
THREAT. I LTKED THAT HE GOT MY GEMDER RIGHT.
EVEN IF TH HIS TWISTEDHEAD IT WAS MEANT AS
AN INSULT. SOMETHIMNG A NORMAL PERSON
WOULD 'VE SHOT HIM FOR.

FROM THE TRASH BINS MEAR THE PARK. I STUCK
MY HANMD INTO OME OF THE DUMPSTERS. I FULLED
OUT A USED PAPER NAPKIN AND WIFED THE
THSTIDE OF MY MOUTH. MAKIMG SURE I 'O SPTIT
OUT ALL OF IT 'S DISGUSTING SOAP.

WHEH I WAS DONE.T FELTLIKET 'DTUST WON AN
OLYMPIC MARATHOM.

I WAS FROUD OF STAMDING UP FOR MYSELF. EVEN
THOUGH I KMEW I 'DPAY FOR IT LATER. I WAS
FULLY AWARE I COULD BE PUNISHED FOR MY
CRIME AT ANY MOMENT. S0 T WANDERED AROUND
DALLAS UNTIL EVENING. T WENT DOWNTOWM ON
THE BUS. WITHOUT A TICKET.

T ASKED A GIRL MY AGE IF SHE 'D LEND ME HER
FPHOME TO CALL HARRY. I EXFPLAIMED THAT HE
MEVER AMSWERS RIGHT AWAT AMD THAT WE COULD
WAIT ABIT UMDER THE MCDONALD 'S AWMING. SHE
SATIDSHE 'DD0 IT IF THAD CIGARETTES.

S0 I WENT AROUND ASKING FOR CTIGARETTES AMD
A FEW DOLLARS. T ASKED ABOUT FIVE PEOPLE.
THEM OME GUY AGREED TO BUY US A BEER. HE
POURED IT IHTOA COCA-COLA CUFP AMD SAT
THERE WATCHING US. HE WAS FAT AND SWERTTY.



;I—II:%EIEL. JODI. ASKED ME IF I THOUGHT HE WAS
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I TOLDHER MO. I SAID I THOUGHT HE WAS A
PEDOPHILE. THAT HE WANTED TO PAY SOMEONE TO
SUCK HTHM OFF OR JERK HIM OFF. OBVIOUSLY HE
WAS TOOFAT TOACTUALLY FUCK.

TLEFT SEVERAL VOICE MESSAGES FOR MY
BROTHER OM WHATSAPP. WHEMN JODI LEFT. I WAS
ALOME WITH THE FAT GUY. I HOPED HARRY WOULD
EE;EELLT LISTEN TO MY MESSAGES, SOOMER OR:

HAREY SHOWED UP OM A MOTORCYCLE HE WASH T
ALLOWED TORTDE. HIS FRTEND VERONICA WAS
RIDING BEHIHD HIM. I '0 ASKED THEM MORE THAM
OMCE IF THEY WERE DATING, AND THEYT ALWATS
SATID HO. YERONICA WAS STUFPID BUT PRETTY.
AHD SHE WAS KHOWN FOR SLEEPTHG WITH
EVERYONE.

PEOPLE SAID SHE DID THOSE THINGS FOR A FEW
DOLLARS. FIVE, TEM. TWENTY. IF TOU GIVE
EMOUGH HAMDT OBS AMD BLOWTOBS IN A DAT,
THOUGH. TOU CANM MAKE A LOT OF MONEY. FOR A
MOMENT I FELT A SURGE OF RAGE AT THE
THOUGHT THAT MATEBE HARRT HAD PAID
YERONICA TOO, FOR SOME SHMALL FAVOR.

I GLARED AT BEOTH OF THEM.

I WAS WEARING SHORTS AND HAO BEEM SITTING
IH THE SHADE UHDER THE AWNING, BUT WITH MY



LEGS IN THE SUM. EELOW MY KNEES I ‘D TURNED
RED. LIKE AFTER A DAY AT THE FOOL.

"HEY. MATT." HARRY SATS. RUNMIMNG A HAMND
THROUGH HIS BLEACHED -BELOMD HAIR.

I CALL HTM AH ASSHOLE AMD START CRYING.
"WHAT 'S WROMG WITHHERY? " YERONICAH ASKS.

HARRY SHRUGS AMD SATS HE DOESH T KMOW. HE
DOES KMOW. ACTUALLY. BECAUSE RIGHT AFTER
THAT HE CALLS ME KATE.

HE PULLS ME UP BY OME HAND.

"00ES TOUR BEROTHER ERT EMOUGH? " YEROMNICAH
ASKS. WIPING MY TERRS.

HAREY PULLS A HAMDFUL OF CASH OUT OF HIS
SPORTS JACKET POCKET. IT "'SALOT OF MONEY. I
KHOWHE STOLE IT.

HE COUNTS OUT SEVERAL TEM-DOLLAR BILLS
AHD HAMDS THEM TO ME.

"LISTEN. KATE." HE SATS. "I "WE GOT THINGS TO
DO0. I NEED TO TAKE YEROMICA HOME. GO EAT
SOMETHING AND BUY YOURSELF A SHIRT.
BECAUSE WHAT YOU 'RE WEARIHG IS A
SWEATSHIRT."

THE RIPPEDOME JJ FORCES ME TO WERR TO "FIX
MY BRATH."



THEM I TELL HIM:

"I WILL KILL ME WHEN I GOBACK TO THE
FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE."

HAREY RUNS A HAND THROUGH HIS HAIE.

"I 00N T THINK HE "LL KILL YOU. THAT 'S
ILLEGAL."

I PROTEST.
YERONICAPROTESTS TOO.

THEH HARRY. WHO STOLE THE MOTORCYCLE. HRS
TOMOVEON TOGET RIDOF IT.IT 'SH
"BORROWED"™ THEFT. MOT A REAL ONE. TOU OMLY
STEAL IT FOR AS LOMG AS YOU MEED IT.BUT
OEVIOUSLY YOU 'RE FUCKED IF YOU GET
ARRESTED WHILE TOU 'RE STILL RIDING THE
THING YOU "BORROWED."

AJTULY DAY STARTED LIKE ANT OTHER DAY
WITHOUT SCHOOL ITH MY LIFE.

ALIFE THAT.BY THEN. WAS BEASICALLTY SLAVERY.

T HADN 'T ERATEN A PROPER MEAL IH MAYBE THREE
DAYS. WITH SCHOOL CLOSED FOR SUMMER, MY
CHAMCES OF GETTING FOOD WERE GOME.

HARREY HAD LEFT BECAUSE JI HAD REFORTED HIM
FOR TERRORISTIC THREAT.

THE JTUDGE RELEASED HIM TWO DAYS LATER
WITHOUT BAIL. WITHARESTRAINING ORDER TO
STAT AWAY FROM THE FUCKING MOEILE HOUSE.



THEN FLANDERS REFORTED HIM TOO, BUT THAT
DIDH 'T WORK BECAUSE OF THE CASTLE
HEEEEIHE. FLAHMDERS HAD A SHOTGUM IH HIS

SHAM WANMTED TO SUE HIM FOR DAMAGES.
TOGETHER WITHLESLY. BUT JJ SALID HARRY HAD
MO MONEY, OBYIOUSLY, AND THAT WE 'D ALL LOSE
IF IT TURHED IMTOA LEGAL MESS. HE SATD IT
HAD BEEM A GAME. COMPLICATED BT DRUGS, AND
THAT JUST AS SHE COULD SUE HAREY. HARRY
COULD SUE THEM. HOT TOMENTION THAT.
ACCORDING TOHIM. THE KTID WASH 'T A FAGGOT.
AHD THAT HE 'D SATID HE 'D ELOW TOUR HEAD OFF.

THAT 'S WHEN THEY STARTED FIGHTING.

I WAS OUTSIDE THE FUCKING MOBILE HOUSE.
WATCHING A SCORPTON FLY EATING PTECES OF
DEAD INSECTS. I WATCHED IT FOR MATBE TWENTY
MINUTES. UMTIL AROUNMD DINMERTIME ERIKA
FLAMDERS CAME OVER.

SHE LOOKED AT MY SCRAFPED-UP KNEES AND MY
HAIE, CUT WITHJIJT 'S "GARDENER" SCISSORS.
EHEEE&ED WHY I DIDN 'T HAVE LONG. LONG HAIR

I TOLDHER THAD TO CUT IT BECAUSE OF A NEW
TEXAS LAL.

SHE SATD SHE DIDN T KMOW ABOUT THAT LAW AMD
GOT VERY UPSET. SHE HARD BEAUTIFUL GOLDEN
HAIR AND A PERFECT BRATID.



"MO,MNO...IT 'S OKAY.” I TOLD HER. CLENCHING MY
TEETH. "IT 'SALAW JUST FOR BOYS. J.T TOLDME.™

SHE ASKED IF HE WAS THE OME WHO CUT MY HAIR.
I SAID YES.

SHE THOUGHT ABOUT IT.
SHE SAID SHE WOULD HRYE DIED OF PAIN.

T HODDED WHILE POKTHG AT THE SCORPION FLY.
ACTUALLY.I TOLOHER. I FELT LIKE CRYING TOO.
BUT JT SAIDIT WOULD BE A LESS0M FOR WHEHN

I 'DHAYE TODOMILITARYT TRAINING.

THEM SHE SAID I WAS LUCKY, EECAUSE IN THE
ARMY., IF ALITTLE BOY WEARS MAKEUP, THEY
DISFIGURE HIM WITH SCISSORS OR ACID. AMD HE
KHEW THAT. BECAUSE HE 'DFOUGHT AMERICA S
EHEMIES TWICE.

MATYBE I CRTEDALITTLE WHILE I SATO IT. OR
MAYTEE MOT. I DON 'T REMEMBER EXACTLY.

AMD A FEW MORE INSULTS.

L]



THEN THIS HAPPENED.

JJ PISSED RED IMTO THE TOILET AMD ASKED
SHAM WHT HIS PISS WAS RED. SHAM STARTED
LAUGHING AMD SATID IT WAS RED BECAUSE HE ‘D
FUCKED TOO MUCH. THAT IT WAS HORMAL. T1
LOOKED PROUD.

TO MAKE ME LESS OF A FAGGOT. HE SHOWED ME HIS
REDPISS INSIDE THE CHEMICAL TOILET
BEFORE PRESSING THE FLUSH.HE SARID I ‘D
HEVER HAVE RED PISS, BECAUSE FAGGOTS OMLY
BLEED OUT OF THEIR ASSES. WHILE PEOPLE LTKE
H%EHMEHD FUCK TOO MUCH, BLEED OUT OF THEIR

HE GRABEED MT HERD IN HIS HAND AND FORCED
EEI'I'E LOOK AT HETEROSEXUAL PISS. THEM HE

“YOU HAYE TO LEARN FROMME. MATT. TYOU HAYE TO
FUCK. YOU HAYE TO LTKE PUSSY, TOU UGLY
FUCKING FAGEOT.™

T PULLED AWAY FROM IJ. SWAYING FOR A FEL
SECONDS, THEN TURNED TOWARD THE KITCHEHN.
$EEE?MHL?F'HEHT IFELTLIKE IWAS GOING TO

WITHEVERY STEP.IT 'S REDPISS KEPT
FLASHING THROUGH MY HEAD.

I BENT OVER AND PAMTED LIKE AM OLD DOG. IT
WAS MY FIRST PANIC ATTACK. I WAS COUGHING
WITHOUT BEING ABELE TO THROW UP. I TRIED TO



TAKE A DEEP EREATH, PRINFULLYT DEEP. HOPING
I COULD CALM DOWH.

A PANIC ATTACK IS AWFUL, BECAUSE IT FEELS
LIKE YOU 'RE HAYING A HEART AT TACK. TOUR
HEART DOES THIS BACKWARD JUMP. AN
EXTEASYSTOLE. I HICCUPPED FOR A FEW
SECONDS. I COULDN T GET EMOUGH AIR AMD
EVERTTHING AROUMD ME FELT MUFFLED. LIKE AM
EXPLOSION HAD TUST GOME OFF MERRBTY. LIKE IN
THE GULF WAR.

I DIDN T WANT TOMAKE A SCEME.BUT I LET
MYSELF DROP TO THE FLOOR. THEM I REALIZED I
HAD TO BREATHE IN SHORT. BROKEN GASPS.

JJ KICKED ME IN THE ARM WITHHIS COMBAT
BOOT AMD SAID:

"I PISSELOODAND I MFINE, AND TOU ‘RE
SICK?"

PLUS SOME GEMERIC THSULTS. HOTHING
SPECIFIC.

I SATD I COULDH 'T BREATHE. SHAM SAID IT WAS
THE HASH. I TOLD HER I DON T SMOKE WEED.
THEIR WEED. MATEBE IT WAS MIXED WITH
SOMETHING.

I ASKED IF THEY COULD TAKE ME TO THE
HOSPITAL.

MO, THEY COULDHN 'T.

L]



BUT SHAM WAS A WOMAN WHO ‘0 BEEN THROUGH A
LOT IH LIFE. FOR SURE. AMD MAYBE SHE WASH 'T
EVEN THAT AWFUL. TH THE EMD. SHE TALKED
MONSTOP. SATING NOMNSEMSE EECAUSE SHE WAS
DRUNE, SITTING OM HARRY 'S OLD BED AMD
SMOKING A CIGARETTE.

JJ SAIDHIS BEACK HURT AND SWALLOWED SOME
PAINMPILLS WITHALCOHOL. THENM HE GAVE ME
OME TOO AND HAMDED ME HIS BOTTLE TOWASH IT
DOWM. IT WAS THE KIMD OF PILL THAT OMLY
WORKS IF YOU TAKE IT WITH JACK DAMNIEL 'S.

I MADE MY WAT TO THE END OF HARRTY S BED AND
CLTMBED OHTO IT.OM THE OPFPOSITE SIDE FROM
SHAM. JT SAT DOWN TN THE MIDDLE WITH HIS
BOTTLE ANDKEFPT TALKING ABOUT HIS BACK
PAIN. THEM HE TOOK MORE PILLS. DRAMK AGATIH.
EEEEEE THE JTACK DANIEL "5 TO SHAM. AND

THEH HE ASKED ME TF T WAS OKAY. ONE OF THE
EEEIJI:IEEM TIMES I REMEMBER MY FATHER ASKING

I SATD I WASBETTER. HE PUT ANOTHER FAIN
PILL IMHMY HAND ANMD OFFERED ME A CIGARETTE.

THEM HE SATD SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL. HE SAID:

"ALRIGHT. GIRELS. MOW WE SMOKERLITTLE WEED
AMD WATCH ME. FOTATO HEAD ON YOUTUEBE."

AT SOME POTIHT SHAM SHAPPED AT ME:
"LOOK AT ME WHEN I "M TALKING TO YOU."



I WAS WATCHING MRE. POTATO SHOW, THE EFTSODE
WHERE THE MOMNSTER IS ALWAYS A CHEWED-UP
APPLE CORE.

I LOOKED AT HERE. I OTON 'T KHOW WHAT SHE
WANTED. SHE WAS STARING AT ME WITH THE
SHATTERED FACE OF A SOLDIER WHO SURYIVED
SOMETHING. SHE WAS HOLDING OUT HER
PRECIOUS HASH. LIKE A GESTURE OF
FRIEMDSHIP OR SHARIMG. I THINEK.

“CAN YOU HEAR ME?" SHAM YELLED.
"LO0OK AT ME WHEHN I "M TALKING TO YOU!"

WHILE T WAS LOOKTHNG AT HER. SHE GRABBED A
KITCHEN KHIFE.

"I LL KILL YOu.™

THE WORDS HIT ME. I ALMOST PISSED MTSELF,
BECAUSE THAT TIME T REALLY HAO STOLEN HER
TWENTY DOLLARS. AND THE CIGARETTES. SHE D
SAID THE SAME THING BEFORE, OYER AMND OVER.
THERE WAS MO OME ELSE. TUST THE TWO OF US.

"I DIDN T TAKE TOUR MONMEY, I SWEAR." I KEPT
SATING.

THAT WAS THE FIRST TIME I FORCEDMYSELF TO
STICK TO THE SAME YERSION OF THE FACTS.
WHATEVYER HAPFEHED. I WOULD NEVER CONFESS
TOSTEALTING THE MOMEY.

T WANTED TO CRY. BUT THE TEARS WOULDHN T
COME. MOSTLY I FELT A SHARF STAB IMN MY



STOMACH. THE KIND YOU GET WHEN TOU 'RE
SCARED. ANGRTY, OR IM LOYVE.

ITDEFIMITELY WASH 'T THE LAST TIME. IT WAS
PROBABLY THE FIRST AMD THE SECOMD AT OMCE.

MAYEE I SHOULD "YE TOLD HER THAT I WANTED S0
BAOLY TOEART SOMETHIMNG MORMAL THAT I

WOULD 'vE DTED FOR A CHEESEBURGER AMD A
EEEIﬁEﬁET AMD THAT IT WAS PFROBABLY AEOUT TO

MAYBE SHE JUST WANTED TODISFIGUREME.I 'D
SEEM YIDEOS ON YOUTUBE SHOWING THE FACES
OF WOMEN DISFIGURED INH PRISON RS
PUNISHMENT. OHE WAS MISSTHG HALF HER FACE.
HER TEETH STICKING OUT. ANOTHER HAD A SCAR
THAT PULLED HER NOSE INWARD. IT WAS
TERRIFYTING.

SHAM GRABBED ME BT THE HRAIR AMD DEMAMDED
HER TWEHTY DOLLARS. AMD THE CIGARETTES.
OEVIOUSLY. SHE YANMKED MY HRIR BACK AHD
PRESSED THE KHIFE UMDER MY THRORT.

I DIDN 'T THINK SHE WOULD REALLY DO IT. BUT
IF SHE DIDN 'T KILL ME HOW, SHE 'D KILL ME
TOMORROW. OR WHILE T WAS SLEEPIMG.

I FORCEDMYSELF TO FOCUS ON SHAM 'S FURIOUS
EEEETI KEPT TELLING HER I HRON T TAHKEN HER



IREPEATED IT FIVE TIMES. LIKE A BROKEN
RECORD. I COULD FEEL HOW CLOSE SHE WAS TO
LOSTNG IT. TOSLICING MY THROAT LIKE A
SUSHI CHEF.

“IT TOOK THEM." I SAID.
"I SWEAR. I SWEAR."



THEN I TRIED TOPATCHITUP.I TOLDHER I
DIDH 'T HAYE ANY MONEY TO PAY HER BACK. BUT
THAT IF SHELETME GO I '‘DRUN TO BORROW IT
FROMHARRYT OR JOHM AMD BRING IT BACK RIGHT
?EET OM TOP OF THAT. I 'D BRING HER DRUGS

%—Tll:jrlfn HER JOHM ALSO GETS PILLS AND SELLS

SHE INSULTED ME. THEN SHE KICKED ME OUT OF
THE TRAILER.

THEM. LIKE IMAHORROR MOYIE. SHE STARTED
SCREAMING. HER HRTIR WAS SORKED WITH SWEAT.
FALLTHG OVER HER FACE. SHE DROFPED TO HER
KHEES LIKE A MADWOMAMN AND CLUNG TO THE
WALLS NEXT TO THE OPEN DOOR LIKE A SPIDER.
HOLDING THE KITCHEN KNIFE.

SHE BURST IHTO TEARS.

I TOOK A FEWSTEPS BACK. THEN I RAM. ALL THE
WAY TO INSERT. I ASKED THE KIDS HAMGIMG OUT
OH THE STREET IF I COULDUSE A PHOME. I

DIDH 'T ASK AN ADULT, BECAUSE AN ADULT WOULD
DEFINITELY HAVE CALLED THE POLICE. KIDS
SOMETIMES DON 'T. SOMETIMES YOUFINMD
PEOPLE WHOHELP TOU WITHOUT ASKING
QUESTIONS.

I CALLED HARRY SEVERAL TIMES. T KHEW HIS
HUMBER BY HEART. HE DION 'T ANSWER. BUT T
ALS0 KHEW WHERE HE LIVED. UNFORTUNATELY. IT
WAS A MOTEL ON INSERT.



I WAS HEADING THERE WHEN A POLICE CAR
PULLED OVER. THEYT ASKED FOR MY ID. T
PRETENDED TO LOOK FOR IT IN MY TEAHS
POCKETS.

"IFORGOT IT AT HOME."

THE COP POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS TWO IN THE
MORMING AND ASKED HOW OLD I WAS.

I SAIDEIGHTEEN.

OFFICER COOPER SHOVED MT HEAD IMTO THE
SQUARD CAR BECAUSE I HADN 'T ANSWERED AMY OF
HIS QUESTIONS CORRECTLY.

ITOLDHIMILIVEDWITHHMT EROTHER. HE ASKED
ME STRAMGE QUESTIONS. T SATD MO, I DION T
LIVE WITHMY FRATHER, BECAUSE THE HOUSE WAS
TOOSMALL. IT WAS A TRAILER. ANDHEHADA
GIRLFRIEHND.

THEYT ASKED WHERE MY BROTHER LIVED. THEY
SAID THEY WOULD *YE TAKEN ME HOME IF I "D HAD
ID0. BUT STHCE T DIDN 'T. THEY TOOK ME WITH
THEM TO THE STATION.

IH THE COOLER

IH THE LOBBY OF THE PFOLICE STATION THERE
ARE A LOT OF TOUGH -LOOKING PEOPLE. THEY ALL
SEEM DAMGEROUS. THERE 'S A T¥ BEHIND A METAL
GRATE. OFFICER COOPER TELLS ME TO STAY



WHERE HE CAM SEE ME THROUGH THE GLASS WALL
OF HIS OFFICE.

0N T¥. A COW ENDS UP OM A CONYETYOR BELT AMD
GETS CRUSHED. DERD. IT 'S A DOCUMENTARY
AEBOUT STERKS. A MAM I DON T KHOW, BECAUSE T
MOSTLY WATCH YOUTUBE. IS SATING STRANGE
THINGS ABOUT EMERGY WASTE.

I LEARM THAT OMLY 25 OF THE PROTEINFED TO
CHICKENS TURNS INTO USABLE PROTEIN. AMD
THAT ANTI-DOPTNG CHECKS ARE DOME OMLY
RARELY. THEY TEST ONE CHICKEN OUT OF EVERY
250,000 FOR DRUG RESTDUES.

IH THE UNITED STATES, S00 DEATHS A YEAR
HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED FROMANTIBIOTIC
RESISTAMCE CAUSED BT CAMPYLOBACTER. A
BACTERIUM THAT AFFECTS CHICKENS AND CAM
INFECT HUMAMS TOO. LIKE IN HOMG KONG.
DECEMBER 13997

I DECIDE T WILL HEVER EART CHICKENAGATIH FOR
THE REST OF MY LIFE.

"TELL ME THE TRUTH. DID YOU RUN AWAY FROM
HOME™"

COOPER ASKS ME.
I SHAKE MY HERD HO.

HE TAKES MY FACE IM HIS HAMDS AMND LOOKS AT
IT FROMEYERYT ANGLE. I STILL HAVE BRUISES
FROM THE FIGHT WITH SHAM AND AMDREW LAST
MONTH AT SCHOOL.

L]



IT 'S INCREDIELE HOWLOMG PUNCH MARKS OM
TOUR FACE TAKE TO FADE.

"I GOT INTOAFIGHT." I TELL COOPER. HE MODS
IH THE CONVENTIONAL WAY THAT MEANS
OEVIOUSLY.

"00 YOU THINK THAT IN THE MOYIE
IRRe¢YERSIBLE. THE WOMAN WHO GETS BEATEN
UHMTIL SHE 'S CRUSHED BECOMES BEAUTIFLL
AGAIN. OR DOES SHE STAY UGLY?"

T ASK HIM WHILE I WATCH THE CHICKENS FALL
OHTO THE CRUSHING BELT.

COOPER SAYTS HE DOESH 'T KHOW WHAT I "M
TALKING ABOUT. HE ADTUSTS HIS EODY CAM. I
EEEEEHITT "SNOT TRUE THAT ALL FOLICE ARE

HE TELLS ME MY BROTHER IS COMING TOPICK ME
UP. BUT THAT OM THE PHOME HE TOLDHIM TO
HURRY. BECAUSE THE SHERIFF 'S OFFICE ISH 'T
A DATCARE AND THIS COUMTS AS CHILD
AEAMHDONMENT.

THEM COOPER TELLS ME TO GO IMTO HIS OFFICE.
HE ASKS HOWOLD I AM. I ALEERDT TOLDOHIM. S0 I
EEEEE; IT.HE ASKS MY HAME. T REPEAT IT: MATT

HE TARKES A PHOTO. THEM USES POLICE GOOGLE
LENS OR SOMETHING LIKE IT. AMD MY IDCOMES
LUF OH HIS COMPUTER.

L]



HE ASKS IF EVERYTHING IS OKAYT. I TELL HIM
FOR THE HUMDREDTH TIME THAT EVERTTHING IS
FIMNE. THRT T HAVEN 'T COMMITTED ANMY CRIHME.
AMD THAT I DIDH 'T RUM AWAY FROM HOME.

I ASK HIM IF RUNNING AWAY FROM HOME IS A
CRIME.

HE DOESH T KMOW HOW TO ANSWER.

THEMHE TELLS ME TO GO BACK TO WATCHING TV. I
ASk IF HE CAH PUT CARTOOMS O, AND HE KIHOLY
SWITCHES TOBOING.

I WATCH £0W AND CHILKEN.
.. LOL



FROMEBEHIND THE NEWSPAPER I CAN HEAR
OFFICER COOPER 'S HERYY BREATHING. HE ISH 'T
ACTUALLY WATCHING ME. HE 'S LEFT ME THERE
WATCHING LOW AMND CHICKEMNWITH A MAM
HANDCUFFED FOR PUBLIC INTOXICATION. AMD
THE MAM IS REALLY OBMOXIOUS.

HE TELLS ME HE DOESHN T LIKE CARTOOMS AMD
THAT HE HAS THE RIGHT TOWATCH T TOO. MATBE
HE DOESH 'T REALIZE I M TWELVE TERRS OLD
AMD NOT WAITING UNTIL SIx IN THE MORNING TO
SEE A JUDGE.

HE OES TO KMOCK OM COOPER S DOOR BECAUSE
HE WAMTS HIM TO CHANGE THE CHAMMEL. HE
EEEE%EE HIS HEARD AGATHST THE GLASS LIKE A

ICAN ‘T BELIEVE WHAT I 'MHEARRING.

"WANT A SPECIAL Maael?* TOHN SATS TO ME. HE S
HOLDING SOME MULTICOLORED CAMDIES.

“¥YOU WANT ONE. MATT?"

"D0H 'T EAT IT.MATT." HARRY SATS. HE 'S LYTIHG
0OH THE BED WATCHING TY.

"IT 'SHOTASMARTIE. IT 'SAPILL.”
"DOESH 'TMATTER." I SAY. LOOKING AT THEM.
"0OKATY...FINE."



"MO, IT 'S NOT FINE. AT TWELYE YOU CAM DIE IF
TOUTAKEAWHOLE PILL. T 'MHOT SURE. BUT YOU
COULD DROP DEARD."

"I DON T CARE. I WANT THE PTILL." I SAY TO
EHH?.EGEHEEIHG IT AND TUMPING UP FROM THE

"DON 'T BE AN IDIOT."
"YOUDON T EVEN KMOW WHAT IT IS."
"I DON T CARE."

"KATE. PUT THAT PILL DOWH." HAREY SATS.
PISSED OFF.

"0OR PAYT FOR IT.”
"HOW MUCH?" I ASK.
“TWENTY DOLLARS.” HARRT SATS.

I DIG THROUGH MY POCKETS FOR ALL THE MOMETY
ITHAVELEFT.IT 'S ABOUT ELEVEN DOLLARS AMD
TWENTY -0OHE CENTS. I SHOW JTOHM WHAT I "WE GOT.

"I CANBUY HALF.™

JOHM MOVES TO TAKE THE PILL FROM MY HAMD
AHMD I PUT IT IH MY MOUTH. FOR A SECOMD HE
GOES PALE. HE FREAKS OUT. T LAUGH LTKEA
LUNATIC.

I WATCHHIM TAKE OFF HIS BASEBALL CAP. RUMA
EEEE EHEDUEH HIS BLACK HAIR. THENPUT IT



"FLEASE...KATE...DON 'T DO STUPID THIMNGS.
THIS ISH 'T AGAME. IT "SMOLLY. MDMA. OKAY.
OKAT. I 00N T WANT TOUR ELEVEN DOLLARS AMD
TWENTY -OME CENTS. IF YOU DON T SWALLOW IT.
I ‘LL GIVE YOUAMICRODOSE. OKAY™?™

HE SAYS IT LIKE HE 'S NEGOTIATING WITHA
TERRORIST.

"DEAL."

"HOW DO I KHOW 70U ‘RE HOT SCEREWTIHG ME?" T
SAY. HOLDING THE PILL BETWEEN MY TEETH.

"AND WHAT IF TOUHITME?"
"MO... I WON T." TOHM SAYS.
ME. IDIOT. I BELTEVE HIHM.

I GTVE HIM THE PILL BACK. HE GRABS THE FIRST
THING HE CAM FIND, WHICH IS HRARRY 'S JTEAMS
BELT. AND WHIPS ME WITHIT. I FREEZE. THEN
SIT DOWH ON THE FLOOR CRYING. HE HIT MY LEG.
EHES{%‘T WHERE HE HIT ME TURNS RED AND

"THAT 'S WHAT YOU GET FOR FUCKTHG WITH MD.
TOULITTLEBITCH." TOHM SAYS.

THEH HE TAMKS ME UF BT THE ARM AND SHOYES ME
IHTO THE BATHROOM. HE LOOKS FOR A SCALE. BUT
THERE ISH 'T ONE.

“LOL." HE SATS.



"HOW MUCH DO YOU WEIGH?"

I KMOW ROUGHLY, BECAUSE OF ALL THE ¥ISITS
WITHMISS TATLOR.

"TWENTY -NINE POINT SEVEM KILOS."

JOHNM CHUCKLES. HE SAYS THAT 'S HIS WARM-LP
0N THE SCOTT CURL BEMCH. T ASK WHAT THAT
MEAMS. BUT HE DOESH T ANSWER.

HE EXPLAINS THAT TO PROPERLY DIVIDE THE
ACTIVE INGREDIENT. THE PILL HAS TO BE
CRUSHED INTO POWDER. ACCORDING TOHIM,. vYOU
MEED 3.6 MILLIGRAMS PER KILO. BUT THE
FPOWDER HAS HOTHING TO DO WITH THE ACTUAL
ACTIVE INGREDIENT. SO IT MAKES MO SEMSE,
BECAHUSE HE DOESH 'T KMOW A DAMN THING ABOUT
WHAT "S5 REALLY IM THE PILLS HE SELLS.

HE WEIGHS EIGHTY KILOS AMD OME PILL GAVE
HIMAEBAD TRIP.S0... HOTHIMNG ADDS UP.

SINCE THERE 'S MOTHINMG TOWEIGH THE MDMA
WITH. AND KHMOWING THART OME PILL FUCKED HIM
UF PRETTY BADL Y. HE CRUSHES IT AND DIYIDES
IT INTOEIGHTY PARTS WITH THE PATIENCE OF A
SERTAL KTLLER. THEM. WITHA BOXx CUTTER. HE
PUSHES TWENTY -HIHE AHMD A HALF PARTS
TOWARD MY SIDE OF THE TAELE AMD LICKS ALL
THE REST OFF THE SURFACE LTKE A CATFISH.

THAT 'S HOW YOU DO DRUGS, T THINK.
I '‘DHEVER SEENM IT DOME LIKE THAT.



I DON T SAT ANTTHING. HE SEEMS UNHINGED.
AMD I FEEL LTIKE I HAVE TO COPY HIM S0 I DOM 'T
OFFENDHIM. S0 ILICK MY MDMA.

AFTER FIVE MINUTES OF TAPPIMG MY MATLS ON
THE TABLE. I FEEL NOTHING. EMPTINESS.

I TELL JOHM IT "S MOT WORKING. MATYBE HE
RUINED IT BY BREAKINMG IT UP.

JOHM TELLS ME TO SHUT UP.

HARREY TOIMS US AT THE TABLE. THROUGH THE
WINDOW I CAN SEE CAR LIGHTS COMINMG AMD
GOIMG, EVEN THOUGH THE CURTAINS ARE CLOSED.

HARREY SWALLOWS APTLL.

HE TELLS ME I HRVE TO WAIT. THEH HE FOURS
HIMSELF A DRTHE. I DON 'T REMEMEBER WHAT.

JOHH GETS REALLY AMGRY. AH. RIGHT. HOW I
REMEMBER WHY.

THERE WAS SOME MELON VODKA LEFT. VERY
LITTLE. JUST THE BOTTOMOF THE BOTTLE.
HAREY POURED BARELY A SFLASH INTO TWO
GLASSES AMD. WHILE JOHM WAS LOOKING AT HIS
EEEIEIEL'I'EFF'ED THEM OFF WITHHALF A CAN OF

THEH THEY START ARGUING. BECAUSE HARRY
RUIMED JOHN 'S LIFE. BECAUSE JOHM OMLY
WANTED TO DRINK MELON YODKA. TOHM IS S0
PISSED THAT MOW HE WANMTS TO O OUT AND BUY
MORE VODKA. BUT HE CAN 'T BECAUSE—



ISTART HAVYING TROUELE BREATHING. I GET
SCARED. I THROW UP. THEN I GO TO THE BED, CURL
UP. AND START CRYING.

I THINK I 'DHEEDED TOCRY FOR DAYS. I 'D
FOSTPONED THAT EREAKDOWN FOR TOO LOMG.
MAYBE IT WAS GOOD FOR ME. BUT EVERYTHING
FELT UNBERRAELE.

JOHM SITS DOWMN ON THE BED NEXT TOME. HE
TARES HIS SHIRT OFF. HE ALWATS DOES. HE GOES
TO THE GYMALOT AND, HONESTLY. IF YOUHAYE A
BODY LTKE HIS vOU WANT TO SHOW IT. HE 'S
HOLDING A CAM OF BEER AMD HAMDS IT TOME.

ISAT:

"CAN 'T YOUSEE T "M CERYING?"

AHD HE ANSWERS:

"WHY 00 YOU THINK I 'MOFFERIMG TOURBEER?"

I WIPE MY TEARS AND SAY I DON "T KHOW.

HE EXPLATHS THAT ALCOHOL IS GREAT FOR WHEHN
TFEEL LIKE THIS. T DRINK ALITTLE BEER. THEH
0 BACK TO THE BATHROOM TO THROW LIP.



PART TWO

hEﬁE SUMMER. RETURN TO THE FUCKING MOBILE

JOHM DROVE ME THERE ITH HIS PICKUP. HARRY
COULDN T GO MEAR IJ BECAUSE HE HAD A
RESTRAIMNING ORDEE. I 'D TOLD JOHM THAT SHAM
SATD SHE 'D CUT MY THROAT IF I DIDN T GIVE
HER BACK THE TWENTYT DOLLARS.

JOHH GOT OUT OF THE TRUCK AND KNOCKED ON
THE DOOR OF THE FUCKING MOBILE HOME.

SHAM OPENED. SHE STEFPPED DOWN, SMOKTIHG A
CIGARETTE. THEY BOTHLOOKED AT ME. JOHH
PAIDMY DEBT.

SHAM SAID I COULDAN T STAT THERE ANTMORE.

I COULDN T BELIEVE MY EARS. IT WAS THE MOST
EXTEAORDINARYT THING I COULD "YE HERRD.

JOHM KEPT ASKING HER WHY. SHE SAID IT
EEEEEELT LIKE IT WAS HOTHING. THAT I4 HAD

"MO WAT." TOHN SATID.

HE CAME BACK TO THE TRUCK AMD TOLDME TO
ROLL THE WINDOW DOWH. I OT0.

"YOUR DAD HAS CAMCER. KATE."
...BUT HE 'D BEEMN FTIHE UMTIL LAST WEEK.
"¥oU GAYE HIM CAMCER!" SHAM YELLED.



“Y0OU ABAMDONED HIM!™
"WHERE IS HE MOW?"™ JOHM ASKED.
"HOl THE FUCK SHOULD I KNOW.™ SHAM SATD.

"COME ON, KATE, GET OUT." JOHM TOLD ME. HE WAS
DROPPING ME THERE.

BUT I WASH 'T STATING THERE.

I GOT OUT OF JOHH 'S TRUCK AND STARTED
WALKIHG TOWARD THE INTERSTATE.

"WHERE ARE TOU GOING?Y" TOHN TELLED.
"BACK TODALLAS." I TOLD HIM.

THEH JOHN WENT BACK TO ARGUTING WITH SHAM.
HE SAID THERE WERE THIMNGS HE HAD TO TAKE.
THINGS THAT BELONGED TO HAREY. I DON T KHOL
IF HE TOOK THEM. I DIDN T CARE.

IWAITEDAT THE BUS STOP, SMOKING OME OF THE
CIGARETTES I 'DSTOLEN FROMSHAM THE WEEK
BEFORE. I 'DJUST STARTED SMOKING. IT 'S H
TOTAL LOSER THINMG IN 2025, BUT WHEN I DIDIT
TFELTBETTER. LIKE HOEBODY WAS BUSTING MY
BALLS AMTMORE.

I WAS BEAKTHG TH THE SUMH. AS ALWATS, MY LEGS
WERE RED FROM THE KHEES DOWN AMD MY
SHOULDERS WERE EURNED, BECAUSE I WAS
WEARIMGE A TAMK TOP AMD I HAYE WHITE SKIN.
WHITE LIKE WHITE-FPOWER PEOFLE. T DON 'T
KHOW IF THAT MATTERS. MY MOM IS GERMAM.



I TOLD THE DRIVER I HAD TO GO DOWMTOWN AMD
?EE%;EE SEVEM-DOLLAR FARE. THEM I SAT IN

THE BUS HAD ATR COMDITIOMNING, AMD FOR A FEW
MINUTES I DIDN 'T CARE ABOUT ANTTHIMNG. ZERD.

EVEN THOUGH I ‘DFELT A KINDOF CLOSENESS
WITHJOHN BEFORE HE DUMPED ME BACK AT MY
DAD 'S, OR SHAM *S. T STILL DIDN T UNDERSTAMD
WHETHER I WAS ALREADY DEAD, DYING. OR IF IT
WAS SOME KIND OF JTOKE.

I CLOSED MY EYES AMD TRIED TO ABSORB AS
MUCH AC AS POSSTIBLE. FOR A MOMENT THE PATH
IH MY SUNBURNED BACK FRODED. I TURNED
SIDEWARYS IN THE SEAT. ONE. EECAUSE MY BACK
WAS BURMING. TWO. BECAUSE I COULD GET THE
COLD AIR DIRECTLY ON MY SKIN.

MY MISERABLE WAYT OF LIVING TRIGGERED TWO
SKIMHEADS BEHIND ME. OR IN FRONT OF ME.

OME OF THE BALD OMES STUCK A FINGER UP HIS
MOSE TOMOCK ME. LIKE YOU DO TOALITTLE KID.

THE OTHER ONE TOOK ME A SECOND TO
UNMDERSTAMND: IT WAS A WOMAN. WITH A NOSE RING
AMD A FACE TATTOOD. SHE MUST "VE BEEN THROUGH
A LOT. BECAUSE SHE HAD ELUE TEARDROP
TATTOOS UNDER BOTHEYES.

S1I0. THE BALD GUY. ASKED ME WHAT WAS WROMG.
“I BURNED MY BACK IN THE SUM." I TOLD HIM.



SI0NODDED. TESSIE J HODDED TOO.

THEY ASKED WHERE I WAS GOING. I SAIDI
DIDN 'T HAYE ANYWHERE TO 0.

"MT PARTHER JUST LEFT ME."

JTESSTE J BURST OUT LAUGHING. LIKE I 'D TOLD
A TOKE.

"MY DAD IS DEAD. OR HE HAS CANCER. ANTWATY.
AMD HIS GTRLFRIEND TOOK OVER THE FUCKING
¥EEEIH_$ HOME. IF I G0 BACK SHE ‘LL CUT MY

SIDHIT JESSIE.

"WHAT THE FUCK ARE TOU LAUGHING AT? THE
KID 'SGOT ASHITLIFE. TESUS. TESUS.™

"S0 YOUNG AND ALREADY OM THE STREET. WHAT 'S
TOUR MNAME. RAMBO? ™

"MY MAME IS KATRIM.”
"THAT 'S A GIRL "SHAME."
I MNODDED.

"SORREY." HE SAID. "I THOUGHT YOU WERE A BOY.
SOREY."



"FORGIVE HIM KATE. CAN I CALL YOUKATE™?"
TESSIE I SAID.

"HE DOESN 'T UNDERSTAND SHIT.HE 'SH
FUCKING QUEER."™

HE WAS GAY.

MOW I KHOW IT 'S WRONG TO CALL SOMEOME A
MAZL JUST BECAUSE THET 'RE WEARING A
SWASTIKA SHIRT AND HAYE A SHAYED HEAD. HE
LOOKED SKINNY. LIKE HE WAS DYINMG OF ALIDS.

... BUT HE WAS WEARING A SWASTIKA SHIRT.

HAREY GRABEBED ME BT THE HALIR AMDO SAID:
"WHAT THE FUCK IS THIS FAGGOT CONYENTION?"
I WAS INABAR WITH TESSIE J. AGAT BAR.

I SHOVED HARRY. TESSIE SAID:

"WHAT THE FUCK DO YOU WAMT, ASSHOLE? "

SHE STEPPED TOWARD HIM, SHOVING AHD
KICKINGHIM. JOHM WAS THERE TOO. AT SOME
FPOINT A SKINHEAD ANGRIER THAN THE OTHERS
STEPPED IH. HIS JAW WAS CLEMCHED. HE STARED
JOHM AND HARREY DOLWH.

THAT NIGHT I LEARNED WHAT KETAMINE TS.
COCATIHE. SPEED. AND ALL THE OTHER THINHGS
THAT MAKE TOU ANGEY ALL AT OMCE.



I SCREAMEDAND TOLD JESSIE THAT HARRT WAS
MY EROTHER.

"HE 'S MY BROTHER!"
ISAIDIT TEN TIMES.

"HE "SMOT AN ATTACKER. DKAYT? OKAY...HE "SNOT
AN ATTACKER. "

THEH I TURNED TO HARREY AMD STARTED CRYING.
I SCREAMEDAT HIM THART HE WAS A PIECE OF
SHIT.ISAIDIT AT LEARST TEM TIMES. I THREW
GLASSES AT JOHM.

"I HATE YoU! JOHM. THATE YouU!l™

OHE OF TESSIE 'S FRTEMDS LIFTED ME OFF THE
GROUND IN A CRUSHIMG HOLD. LTKE WRESTLING.
T DTIDN 'T CARE. T WAS STILL FURTOUS.

"KATE...FUCK OFF ... FUCK OFF ..." HARREY KEPT
REPEATING. HIDTHG BEHIND A CHAIR.

"WHAT THE FUCK ARE 70U DOING?" HE YELLED.
"YOU 'RE TWELYE YEARS OLD. TOU "RE POPPING
PILLS. AND YOU 'RE IN A BAR FULL OF NRZIL
FRAGGOTS?™

FPEOPLE WERE GETTING WORKED UP. SOME
STARTED MOVING TOWARD HARREY AMDO JOHM.

HARREY TOLD THEM TO CALM DOWH.
"CALM DOWA, OKAY. OKATY.™



"THIS ISM 'TAJOKE. THAT...OR THAT..." HE
POIMTED. "THAT IS MY SISTER. SHE 'S TWELVE.
SHE RAN AWAY FROM HOME AMD SHE "SWITHA
LESBIAMN SELLING SPEED INABAR—"

HAREY DIDN 'T FIMISH THE SEMTEMCE. THEY
BEAT HIM EBLOODOY.

JOHM CAME OVER TO ME AMD THE GUYT HOLDING ME.

"OKAY...0KAY. KATE. FUCK OFF. KATE. T OIDN 'T
AEAHDOM YOU. YOU 'RE THE OME WHOLEFT.I "M
MHOT YOUR BREYSITTER."

TESSIE SHOVED HIM.

"¥YOU PIECE OF SHIT.PIECE OF SHIT.WHAT THE
FUCK DIDYOU DO TOHER?"

SHE SLAPPED HIM. PULLED HIS HRIR. SCREAMING
AT HIM. JOHM TOOK IT IM STLEMCE. HE KHEW THART
IF HE TOUCHED JESSTE. THEY WOULD KILL HIM.

THERE WAS AM ADULT WITH A BEARD HELPING
HAREY. HE WAS FURTOUS. HE WAS HOLOIHNG A
BASEBALL BAT. WHEN HE DRINKS. HE MEVER
PICKS UP A GUN. BECAUSE HIS NERVES SHAP. HE
FORCED HIS WAYT THROUGH THE CROWD.

HE FULLED HARRY UP. THERE WAS A CUT OVER HIS
EYEBROW. LTKE HAREY POTTER. T LAUGHED.
MAYTBE THE GATS WANTED TO SUCK HIS DICK.
THEY 'D HALF -UNDRESSED HIHM.



"SHE 'S MY SISTER.™ HE SAID. "SHE RAN AWAY
FROMHOME. WE HEED TO FIx THIS. THEY CALLED
THE POLICE. SHE 'S TWELVE.™

HAREY WAS CRTING.

"WHAT THE FUCK ARE TOU DOINGY WHAT THE FUCK
ARE YOU DOTHG™?"

I CALMED DOWN WHEN I SAWHARRY CRTING LIKE
A KID.BIG TEARS RUMNING DOWN HIS
COMPLETELY BEATEM FACE. POOR THING.

THEYT ASKEDME IF IT WAS TRUE THAT I WAS HIS
SISTER.

T HODDED.
I ADDED THAT I DIDN T HAYE ANT ID.

TEDDY BEAR WAS FURTIOUS ABOUT THE MESS. HE
SAID WE HAD TOLEAYE. NO DISCUSSTION.

JESSIE CAME OVER AMD EMPTIED MY POCKETS.
;EE EEEED ArHD A BUMCH OF CASH I "D HELFPED

“YOU SAID YOU 'DPAT ME.”
"DID I?" SHE SATD.
"ILET YOUSHORT "
SILENCE.

A LONG STLENCE.



SHE GAYE ME TWENTY DOLLARS. I STUFFED THEM
IHTOMY POCKET AND RAN OUTSTIDE. HARRY TOLD
JOHH TO GRAE ME. BECAUSE T 'D DONHE COKE. JOHN
KHOWS HOW TO HAMDLE PEOPLE ON COKE.

IFELT SOALIVE.

I OPENED MY EYES. TRYING TO TRAP THAT
MOMENT FOREVER.

"I THINK I LOYE COCAINE." I TOLD HARRY.

I PRESSED A MAPKIN FULL OF ICE FROM THE
YENDING MACHINE OMTOHIS FACE.LIKERA
LOBSTER OM ICE.

"HARRY. YOU ACTUALLY HAYE FOOD IH THE MIMNI-
FRIDGE. CAM I TAKE THE LIOH BAR? "

I TOOK IT. THE REDBULL TOO. T ALSO TOOK THE
Mascf1 °S AMND SOME PRE -MADE WAFFLES YOU
COULDN T HERT UP. BECAUSE THERE WAS MO
MICROWAYE. AMD THE MAFPLE STRUP.

I EROUGHT EVERYTHING ONTO THE BED. I SAT
CROSS-LEGGED NEXT TOHARRY. I TOOK THE ICE
OFF HIS FACE. HE LOOKED AT ME WITHRED EYES.
EEéﬁEEIED LIKEAKID. ITWASAPATHETIC

I PUT AN Mascf1 TN HIS MOUTH, THEN COYERED HIS
FACE WITH THE MAPKIM AGAIN. LIKE A DERD
MULLET. BEERTEN.



I COULDN T BELIEVE HARRRYT EVYEN HAD A SHOLWER
IM THE ORSIS MOTEL ROOM. I THEEW AWAY THE
RIPPED SHIRT AMD THE BABY -DEALER TAMK TOP.
E]I:{_II_EEE THE TEAMS. BECAUSE HAREY 'S OI0ON T

HARRY HAD A FEVER. HE 'D THROWN UP. BUT HE
WASH 'T AMGRYT AMTMORE. HE WASH 'T EVEN
COMPLAINING. HE WAS TOO QUIET.

I WAS WATCHING YOUTUBE ON THE ORSIS WI-FI
OM THE SMART TV. /R, POTATO HEADDIDN T
THTEREST HAREY. I TOOK THE ICE PACK OFF HIS
HEAD AGATIN. HE ROLLED HTS EYES BACK. THEN
LOOKED AT ME.

THERE WAS A DEEF CUT OVER HIS ETEBROW. THE
SKINHEADS AMD SHINY TATTOOED GUYS HAD
SMASHED HIS HEAD IMTO THE WALL.

I ASKEDHIM IF HE 'DLOST ANY DRUGS.

HE GAVE ME THE OK STGN WITH HIS HAND. I
THOUGHT MAYBE THAT WAS WHY HE WAS S0 CALM.

I OIDH ‘T KNOW CONCUSSIONS EXISTED LOL 2

"MTHERDHURTS ABIT.MATT... FUCK OFF. TURN
OFF THE T¥." HE SAID.

I PROTESTED.
HAREY THREW UF AGAIHN.



IN THE ORAMGE FIRST -AID BOX THERE WAS A
STRETCHABLE BELUE PLASTIC BAMD. A
TOURNIQUET. PLASTIC TWEEZERS. PLASTIC
SCISSORS. TINY STRIFP BAND-AIDS.
DISIHFECTANMT. BEIGE TAPE. LIKE MUMMY
BANDAGES.

;'II:'EEDEE 'S NOTHING FOR THE PAIN. HARREY." I

I STUCK REOUT TEN EAMD-AIDS ON HIS FACE. I D
HEVER TRERTED SOMEONE BEATEN ALMOST TO
DEATH. BUT I "D FIGURED OUT THAT YOUHAD TO
PULL THE TWO STIDES OF THE CUT TOGETHER AMHD
STAPLE THEM WITH THE LITTLE BAND-AIDS.

THE PUNCHES TO HIS FACE WERE SWELLING. HE
HAD SMALL CUTS INSIDE HIS MOUTH. WHERE HIS
TEETHHAD SPLIT HISLIPS. I COULDHN 'T PUT
EE¥EiFIDIIIéDE IMSIDE HIS MOUTH, SO I PUT THEM

THEH I ASKED IF THEY 'D BEATEN HIM ANYWHERE
ELSE. HE SAID YES. PRETTY MUCH EVERYWHERE.

THE MIDDLE FIHGER OF HIS LEFT HAMD WAS BENT
SIDEWARYS, LIKE IT HAD FOPFED OUT OF PLACE.
LIKE ABIONICLE LEG. I TRIED TOPUT IT BACK.
BUT HAREY TOLD ME TO FUCK OFF.

I ASKED IF HE HURT ANTWHERE ELSE. HE NODDED
WITHHIS THUME. TALKING HURT.

HE SHOWED ME THE SPOT WHERE THE SKIMNHERDS
BOOTS HAD CRACKED HIS RIBS. I THINK. HIS
SIDE WAS YELLOW AMD BLUE.



HE SAID HIS HEAD HURT.

T ASKED IF I SHOULD CALL ADOCTOR. OR TOHM.
OR—

I DON T KMOW. SOMEONME.



HE SAID MO, HE WAS FIME. AMO THAT ALL HE
HEEDED WAS TO SMOKE SOME HASH S0 HIS HERD
WOULD STOP HURTING.

HE DUG FOR CASH IN THE BLOOD-STAINED TEANS
HE WAS WEARIMG AMD TOLD ME TO GO BUY
SOMETHING.

I ASKED WHERE. BUT HE DIDON 'T ANSUWER.

THEHN HE SATD:

"GET THE MEDS FROM THE YEMDING MACHINE."
OKAT. I 'LL SAY THIS WITHHIMNDSIGHT.

WHAT 00 70U DO WHEN YOU 'RE TWELYE AMD
TOU 'RE LOOKING FOR DRUGS AMD TORADOL

T COULDH "T TELL 70U HOW.

BUT WHEN T WAS TWELYE. T KMNOCKED OM MOTEL
DOORS LIKE A GIRL SCOUT SELLING COOKTIES.

SOME GERMANS OPENED THE DOOR. MATBE. I
WANTED TO TELL THEM MY MOM IS GERMAN TOO.
BUT I DON 'T SPEAK GERMAN.

THEN I KNOCKED ON THE D0OR OF WHAT WAS
FPROBABLY A TRUCKER.

A FAT MAN OPENED. HE WASH T AMERTICAN. T
COULDHEAR IT INHISACCENT. HE HAD A
STRANGE FACE. A KIMO OF HUMAM BEING I D
MEVER SEEM BEFORE.



HE IMMEDIATELY TOLD ME HE DIDN T HAYE ANT
MOMEY.

I TOLDHIMIHADHMONEY.

I ASKED IF HE COULD HELP ME GET A
PAINKILLER FOR HARRTY, BECAUSE SKINHEADS
HAD BEATEM HIMREALLY BAOLY. AMD IF MATBE
?gHE HASH WOULD HELP WITH THE HERD PAIN

THE GUY LAUGHED AND SHUT THE DOOR.

I THOUGHT HE ‘0 DITCHED ME. JUST LONG ENOUGH
FOR ME TO LOOK AROUND.

THEH THE FAT GUY OPENED THE DOOR AGATIH.
HE ASKED HOW MUCH MONETY I HAD.
I SHOWED HIH. THREE TWENTY -DOLLAR BILLS.

THEM I CHECKED MY OTHER POCKET AMDO ADDED
MORE BTLLS. ALL FOLDED.

I GOT INTO THE TRUCK WITH THE FAT GUY. FROM
WHAT I UNDERSTOOD. HE WASHN ‘T EVEM ALLOWED
TODRIVE AT HIGHT. BUT DMITRI DIDN 'T GIVER
SHIT ABOUT TEXAS LAWS.

I CAME BACK TO HAREY ALIVE.
HE WASH ‘T A KILLER.
WITHMHOMOMNEY LEFT. BUT ALIVE.
WITH THE PRINKILLERS.

L]



AMD A TOIHT ALREADY ROLLED. I GUESS.
I 0T RIPPED OFF. RIGHT?

I DON T CARE.

IT WASH 'T EASY.

FOR SOMEONE WHO KHOWS HOW TO LIVE. IT 'S
MADHESS.

BUT FOR ME. TH 2025, WHO DIDH 'T KMOW HOW OR:
EVEM IF I WAS LIVIMG, IT WAS JUST ASKING
SOMEONE TO BUY ME TORADOL AND WEED.

HAREY WAS WALKING TOWARD ME WITHA TOWEL
TIED AROUHD HIS WATST.

I TURNMED ON THE LTGHT AMD CHECKED THE
PHOME. IT WAS FOUR IN THE MORMING. THE
BOTTLE HADLOST AT LEAST A QUARTER OF ITS
PRECIOUS PILLS.

I EXPECTEDMORE STMPATHT FROMHARRY. I ‘D
TAKEN CARE OF HIM.

IMSTEARD HE WAS ANGRY, EECAUSE EEFORE
TREATING HIM I 'DALSO CREATED THE PERFECT
CONDITIONS FORHIMTOGET BERTEN.

BUT IT WAS TOHM WHO ABANDOMED ME.
IT WAS HIS FAULT.

HE WANMTED TO LEAYE ME WITH SHAM. WHO WANTED
TOKILL ME.



HAREY ... WHYT DOM T YOU WANT TO UMDERSTAMD
THAT.

HAREY GAYE A THUMES -UP. HIS MOUTH WARS
STUFFED WITH TISSUES BECAUSE HE WAS
BELEEDING FROM THE PUNCHES TO HIS TEETH.

MOW I CANSAYT I '0 TAKEN TOO MANT
SUBSTAMCES. GOOD MOOD. TORADOL TOO. AND
ALCOHOL.

FOR AEOUT THREE DATS AFTER THE INCIDENT I
DIDHOTHING. I KEPT FEELING WEARK. T ATE
BADLY AMD TOOK ADULT MEDICATIONS.

I DIDH 'T DARE ASK HARRY 'S MOTHER IF SHE HAD
COKE. ESPECTALLY BECAUSE SHE HRO TO SELL IT
TOGETHER WITH MD.

TWO GIRELS CAME BT AT DIFFERENT TIMES.

THEH HARRY SATIDHE HAD TO GO OUT.HELEFTA
LOT OF CASH IN THE ROOM AMD TOLD ME HOT TO GO
OUT FOR AMT REASON, AND TO OPEN THE DOOR
OMLY FOR HIH.

THADFELT MY PAIN. HOW DESFPERATE THE HEED
FOR HELF WAS.

BUT SHAM COMTROLS IT. ¥OU SEE. THE WARY SHE
CONTROLLED EVERYTHING THRT HAFPENED IN
OUR HOUSE.



I SATI0 SOMETHING LIKE THAT WHILE CRYING TO
JTOHM. WE WERE PLATING CARDS. UNOD.

JOHM SATD:

II_:II_EIH ‘T THINK AEOUT IT. MATT. DRIMK ABOUT

HE HANDED ME HIS BOTTLE OF MELON YODKA.
THEN THREW TWO CARDS AT ME LIKE GAMEIT.

“YOU DIDN T SAT UMNO. " HE SAID.
THADOMLY OME CARD LEFT. I STARTED SOBEBTHG.

YERONICA TOOK THE BOTTLE AMD PUT IT BACK IH
THE FRIDGE. YEROMNICA IS MY BROTHER 'S
GIRLFRIEND.

JOHH STOODUP TO TAKE IT BACK.

T L 00OKED DOWN AMD SAW DROPS OF BLOOD
STAINING THE SPERM-DIRTY CARPET OF
HARREY 'S MOTEL ROOM. MY MOSE WAS BLEEDTHG.

IM MY HEART I 'D IMAGINED THAT JOHM WOULD
PICK ME UF AHMD CARRY ME AWAT.

I TMRAGTIHED HTM TEARING OFF HIS SHIRT TO
REVEAL HIS TRUE IDENTITY: A JACKED
YAMPIRE.

I TURNED MY HERD AWATY. ALL MY SELF -RESPECT
WAS GOME.

I CRIED HARDER. EECAUSE MOBODY WAS
COMFORTING ME.



"WHAT THE FUCK IS WRONG WITH YOU™?" HARRY
SAID, TRYING TOMAKE OUT WITHHIS
GIRLFRIEND.

"WHAT ARE TOU. A NEWBORM?"

YERONICAH CAME OVER TO COMFORT ME.LIKE I
WAS A PUPPTY.

I FELT ASHARP PAIM ABOYE MY STOMACH. I KNEW
WHY. I WASH 'T EATING THE RIGHT THINGS.

I TOLD VERONICA MY HEAD HURT REALLY BADLY
AMD THAT I HEEDED TORADOL.

YERONICAH LOOKED FOR THE PILLS. SHE WAS
E%EEHH%TD FIGURE OUT HOW MUCH TORADOL TO

"I TAKE THE WHOLE PILL OR IT DOESH T WORK."
I TOLD HER.

SHE BROUGHT ME THE PILL AND A PFEFPSI.

AHMOTHER PATH RANM THROUGH MY BODY. THE OHLY
WAY I COULD TRICK THE LITTLE STREMGTH I HRD
LEFT WAS BY DRATHIMG IT.

I JUST WANTED TO LIE DOWM AMD STOP CRTING.

JOHH EVENTUARLLY LAY DOWN ON THE CARPET.
DIRTY WITHSPERMAMD ELOOD.

HE ASKED ME WHY I WAS S0 SAD, HOW THAT JJ4 HAD
CANCER.



THEYT HAD CONFIRMED THAT THE CAMCER HAD
METASTASIZED. FROM THE ASS TO THE LUNGS.
AMD T OI0N T HAYE INSURAMCE.

I TOLD JOHM IT WASH 'T CERTATIN HE WAS GOING
TODIE.

JOHN SHRUGGED.
THEN HE SATD SOMETHING LIKE:
“YOUNEVER REALLYT RECOVER FROM CANCER."

AT THAT MOMENT IT DIDN T FEEL LIKE A
THREAT. IT FELT LTKE SOMETHING THAT MADE ME
BREATHE ERSIER.

EIIZIII:E[ED TOUPISSED BECAUSE YOU 'REMATT? " JOHN

"I MEAN. BECAUSE TOU 'RE NOT KATRIN. AMD WE
HEEEEUH OF YOU. ALOMG WITH THE REST OF THE



IDIDN T SAYT ANTTHING.

I STATEDON THE CARPET. TRYING TOKILL
HAREY OM THE BED WITH YEROMICAH. BLOWING HIS
HEAD UF WITH THE POWER OF MY MIMND.

I WANTED TO KILL MY BROTHER AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND.

ITDOESH 'TMATTER IF YOUMAKE FUM OF ME.
I 00N T CARE.
JOHN THOUGHT ARBOUT IT.

"Y0OU SHOULD ACT LTIKE A GIEL. THAT WAY IT 'O
BE EASIER TOUNDERSTAMDO THAT YOU 'EEA
FUCKING TRAMS. " HE SAID.

JOHM USED THAT LANGUAGE BECAUSE HE WAS
UHCOMFORTABLE. I KMOW THAT HOW.

IM 2025 T 0IDN 'T THINK OF IT AS LANGURGE. IT
JUST FELT LIKE THE HORMAL WAYT WE TALKED.

JOHH ASKEDME IF I KHEW HOW TO CHANGE SEX.
I SHRUGGED.

"MORE OR LESS..."

I HAD MO IDER.

“¥YOU WANT SOME HELP*?" JOHN SATD. "IF YOUu
STOP WHINING ALL THE TIME. I ‘LL HELP YOL."



"I 'LL BUYT YOU THE PILLS. OR STEROIDS. OR
WHATEVER TOU PEOFLE TAKE."

"YOU NEED SPECTAL FERMISSION TO GET THE
MEDS." I SATD. WIPTHG MY TEARS.

"FIRST THIMNG YOUMEED IS ITD. YOU 'RE WALKING
AROUND WITHOUT DOCUMENTS. DO YOU HAVE ANY
AT YOUR DAD 'S PLACE™?"

I DIDN T ANSWER. I DIDN T KMHOW.

"ARE THEY THAT IMPORTANT?" I ASKED.
JOHH LOOKED AT ME.

"FRETTY IMPORTAMT."”

SPOILER: YOU DON T NEED FBI PERMISSION TO
TAKE PILLS.

TOUHEED YOUR FATHER 'S PERMISSTION.

EHEEHFITEE THE PRESTDENT "S TOO. WITH THE HEL

I CRIED.

JOHM TOLD ME I COULDN T WHINE ABOUT
EVERTTHING.

“THIS ISH ‘T WORKIMG. MATT. YOU MEED TO GROW
SOME BALLS INLIFE. TUST BECAUSE SOMEONE



TELLS YOU YOU CAN T TAKE PILLS DOESH T
MEAM YOU DON T TAKE PILLS."

"SPOILER, GEMIUS: YOU 'RE ALEEADY TAKING
PILLS. THIS SHIT HAS OFTUM IN IT. DO YOU KHOL
WHAT OPIUM IS

ISAIDIDIDN 'T.

2
JOHH 'S MOM IS A LAWYER.
JJ IS POOR. POOR AS FUCK.

JOHH WAS TELLING ME THINGS THAT MADE ME
AMXIOUS.

HE SAID IT WAS CRUCTAL THAT JI WRITE A WILL.
STATING THAT HE WANTS THE KIDS TO STAY
TOGETHER AFTER HIS DEATH AND THAT HE
AFPPOINT HARRY AS GUARDIAM.

AHD THAT HARRY HEEDS A TOB.
AMD A HOUSE.

ALL OF THIS BEFORE J1 DTES.
WHAT A FIECE OF SHIT.

3 -BAD ANATOMY

I LEARMED THAT TORADOL DOESH T WORK IF
TOU '‘RE REALLY HURT.



EELTDU 'RE REALLY HURT. IT DOESH 'T WORK AT

IMSTERD OF SHIFTING EVERY FEW SECONDS
LIKE SOMEONE WHO 'S OM FIRE. I CAME TO THE
CONCLUSION THART I HAD TO MOYE LESS.

THEN I MOVED UNDER THE SHOWER. BUT THE
BLOOD NEVER STOPPED.

IT WAS NEVER GOIMG TOSTOP.
IT WAS ALL COMING OUT AT OMCE.

I STUFFEDA TOWEL ITH THERE AMD IT TURNHED
COMPLETELY RED.

THEM ANOTHER OME.
THEH ANOTHER.
I USEDALL OF THEM.

THEN I UNDERSTOOD I WAS DYING, BECAUSE I
DIDM T FEEL PAIN ANTMORE.

IFELT MY HEART YIERATING INSTEARD OF
BEATING.

THE CABINETS WERE ABOYE MY HEAD AMD I KHEW
;H?; REACHING THEM WOULD CAUSE ENORMOUS

WITH THE SUPER-KILLER KNIFE IM MY HAMND, I
STRETCHED MY LEGS AS FAR AS I COULD AND
TRIED TOLIFT MY ARMS OYER MY HEAD TO SEE IF
THERE WAS ANYTHING INSIDE.



LTIKE A PHOME.
WHEM YOU "RE DY IMG. TOU DO STUPID THINGS.
TOUDON T KNOW WHAT TO DO.

I HAD ALMOST MANARGED TO DIE. BUT THE PAIN
WAS ALL COMCENMTRATED IN OME POINT.

ALL AT OMCE.
IM 2025 I KMOW IT WASH ‘T "MICRO™ ANTTHING.

BACK THEN I JUST THOUGHT IT WAS SOMETHING I
DIDM T WAMT.

MAREATIVE ELLIPSIS OF DETAILS THAT DON T
MATTER.

T FOLDEDMYSELF INTO THE COCAINE.

FROM THAT MOMENT ON. T CANM OMLY USE THE
FEMININE GEMHDER.

THE BILL WAS OH ITS WAY TO THE FUCKING
MOBILE HOME.

I GATHED A SOCIAL WORKER.
¢{LARA CROFT. >

T4 OIDN ‘T MAKE A WILL, BECAUSE HE 'S
CONYINCEDHE 'S HOT GOING TODIE.

EVEN THOUGH HE IS DYING.



BY THE WAY: MY SHIRT WAS COMPLETELY SOAKED
WITHELOODWHILE T WARS TRYING TOREGATIH MY
BALANCE OM JOHNM 'S COCATIHNE.

E%HE 'S STRONG HANDS HELPED ME MAKE A SHMALL

A BABY LTHE.

DAD SWEPT AWAY THE REMATIMING COKE.

“YOU ‘0D BETTER CHAMGE." JOHM TOLD ME.

IT LOOKEDLIKE T WAS HAYING DEATHFERTIODS.

EVERYTHING WAS STITCHED UP. LIKE THE FACE
IH SHILE

THADACATHETER STUCK THTO WHAT WAS LEFT
OF THE THINMG.

THE DOCTOR SAID IT WAS TRREVERSIBLE
MUTILATION.

I TOLDLARA THAT I WAS SUICTIDAL AHD THAT IF
THEY PUT ME IN FOSTER CARE I '‘DKILL MYSELF.

SHE BELIEVED ME.

MAYEE.

ICAN T STAT IN THE FUCKING MOEBILE HOME.
S0 I TOLD JOHN:



"I CAN 'T. IF SHAM COMES BACK, WHAT DOES SHE
?EEEET MY THROAT? STEAL MY MEDS TO SELL

"I HAYVE TO GO BACK TO HARREY. EVEN OM FOOT. IF
NMOBODY TAKES ME."

JI SAID I WASH 'T GOING ANTWHERE.
THEM HE SAID THE SHIRT WAS BLEEDING.

"IT 'SME THAT "S BLEEDIMG, MHOT THE SHIRT.
DAD." I TOLDHIM.

HE DIDM ‘T ANSWER.

I WAS WEARTHNG ONE OF HIS SHIRTS FROM WHEHN
HE WAS FAT.

MOW HE 'S SKIMMY BECAUSE OF THE CANCER.
I HAD TROUBLE PULLING MY PANTS ON.
JOHHM CHECKED HIS WATCH.

"I HAYE TO GO0." HE TOLD ME.

I TOLDHIM THAT IF HE DION 'T TARKEME TO
HAREY. I 'O WALK.

JJ SAID I COULDN T G0.
JTOHH LEFT.

AGAIN.

EMOTIONAL PAIHN.



IT TOOK ME ALMOST AM HOUR TO CALM DOWN.

JJ KEPT YELLING AT ME. I WAS SITTING THERE.
SOAKING THE COUCH CUSHION WITH BLOOD.

"DAD..." I SATD WHEN HE CAME CLOSER.

H:Ilé COULD DIE IF YOUHIT ME. OR IF YOURATTACK

I SHOWED HTM THE BLOOD. ANDO THERE 4/A5BLOOD.
BECAUSE HE HAD SHOYED ME. WHY WOULDN *T
THERE BE ELOOD NOW? I "MHOT STUPID. THE
WOUNHD HAD REOFPENED IN AT LEAST OME SPOT.

JJ THREW THE SHITTY EMERGENCY PHOME THE
SOCTAL WORKER HAD GIVEN ME ACROSS THE ROOM.

I COULDH "T CALL ANYONE IF I WARS ABOUT TO
DIE AGAIN.

T WANTED TO SAY: STHCE YOU 'RE THE OME WITH
CANCER. JJ. WHY DON T YOU JUST DIE OM YOUR
OWN THSTERD OF TRYTING TO KILL ME.

BUT I DIDN T SAY IT. BECAUSE I WAS SHITTING
MYSELF.

MY RIGHT HAMD CLUTCHED HARD AT MY HALF -
DESTROYED GROIN. THE WORST THING HE COULD
DO WAS PULL AGATH ON THE TUBE STICKING OUT
OF THE WOUMD S0 I COULD PEE.

I TOLDHIMIT WAS STUCK. THE DOCTOR HAD
EXPLAINED IT TOME.



I OFFEREDDAD A DEAL: IF HE LEFT ME ALONE
AHD DIDH T TORTURE ME HOW THAT I WAS
RECOVERTHG. T WOULDH 'T TORTURE HIM WHEM IT
WAS HIS TURM TO DIE.

HE SLAPPED ME TWICE.
HE TOLD ME HE WASH T OTING.

THAT I SHOULD MEVER SAT SOMETHING LIKE
THAT AGAIN. HOT EVEM OMCE.

I STARTED CRTYING, BECAUSE I WAS
EMOTIONMALLY UMSTAELE.

HE SLAPPED ME AGATM. HARDER. THEN MY HERD
STARTED TOFEEL WRONG.

WHATEVYER HAPFEHED HEXT. I HAD DECTIDED I
WASH 'T GETTING UP. DOWN THERE I WAS
RELATIVELY PROTECTED BT THE TRELE. AS LONG
AS HE DIDN T DRAG ME OUT.

HE THREW INSULTS AT ME THAT DOM T MAKE
SENSE TOREWRITE. THEY DON 'T DO ANYTHING TO
ME ANYMORE. EVEN REWRITING THEM FEELS
POINMTLESS.

WHAT I DID MEXT. SOME TIME LATER. WAS CHECK
WHETHER I STILL HADSHAM S CIGARETTES IN
MY HIDIHG SFOT.

DAD HAD GOME OUTSIDE THE FUCKING MOEBILE
HOME AMD WAS TALKIMG ON THE PHOME WITH
SOMEOME. I THINK HE WAS ASKING FOR MOMET.

L]



IT TOOK MEAWHILE TOGET UP. THE PEE TUBE
HURT. AHMD THERE WAS BELOOD THSTDE IT. MY
STITCHES HURT TOO. MY STOMACH. MY FACE.

THEN I TOOK THE BETIGGEST KNIFE IN THE
DEAWER.

I ALS0 CHECKED WHETHER DAD S UM WAS WHERE
ITUSUALLY WAS. BUT IT WASH 'T.

I WENT BACK TO SITTING UNMDER THE TABLE.
HOLDING THE KNIFE.

IT 'S STRAMGE THAT MY FATHER HAD ZEROD
CAPACITY TO UNDERSTAMD THAT I WAS IN REAL
PAIN.I 'DSEENMHIMTREAT ANIMALS WITHMORE
COMPASSTON.

ITWAS OMLY SEVEN. IT WAS YERYT HOT.

JJ SAT ON HARRY 'S BED. ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE FUCKTING MOBILE HOME. AND WATCHED ME
WHILE SMOKING. MORE AMD MORE. HE HAD
MOTHINGLEFT TO TAKE. EXCEPT THE COCAINE
JOHM HAD OFFERED HIM. HE WAS DRTY.

I THOUGHT HE WAS GOTING TO KILL ME.
OR AT LEAST THAT S WHAT I THIMNK MOW.

AT THE TIME. I DON T KMOWWHAT I THOUGHT. TO
BE PRECISE. THIS IS WHAT I REMEMBER.

I REMEMBER SWEATING. THE WHITE T-SHIRT WAS

STUCK TO MY SKIN. LIKE WHEHN YOUHAYE A FEVER.

L]



OR WHEM TOU 'RE IM THE BATOU. DAD WASH T
SWEATING AS MUCH.

I REMEMEER THE LIGHT WAS EROKEN. IN THE
CENTER OF THE CETLTHG OF THE FUCKTING
MOBILE HOME THERE WAS A FLAT. ORAMNGE
PLASTIC LEDFIXTURE. INSIDE WERE TWO BULES.
TOU COULD SEE THEM CLERRLY THROUGH THE
PLASTIC. IF YOUFLTIPPED THE SWITCH TWO
EEEEEE BOTH WOULD TURN ON. ONE OF THEM WAS

I COULDOMLY SEE OME SMALL LIGHT. AMD BIG
MOTHS CIRCLING AROUMD IT.

TIME HAD PASSED. I DON 'T THINK IT PASSED
QUTCKLY. BUT HOW THERE 'S A GAP.

FROMWHEN IT WAS LIGHT OUTSTIDE TOWHEN IT
WAS DARK AMD THE IMSECTS WERE CIRCLING
THSTDE THE FUCKING MOBILE HOME.

AT THAT POINT I WASH 'T SCARED ANTMORE.

I THINK THERE COMES A POINT WHERE YOU FOCUS
S0 MUCH OM THE PARTS OF YOUR BODY THAT HURT
THAT YOU STOP CARING ABOUT WHAT MIGHT
HAPPEN TO YOU. OrR WHAT AILL HAFFEHN.

I THINK I HADA GOLDFISH-IN-A-TANK
EXPERIENCE. I WOULDLOOK AT MY FATHER AMD
THEM FORGET HIM. IT WAS STRANGE.

WAS HE HAVING A HERYOUS BREAKDOWM?
I DOM T KMOW.



I WAS SO WEARK THAT, WITHOUT MEANING TO, I
;EEEED MY HEAD TOWARD THE GLASS ANDMATEE I

THEH I OPEHED MY EYES. I THOUGHT IT WAS
MORMING, BUT EVERYTHING WAS EXACTLY THE
SAME AS BEFORE. I SAW DAD STARIMNG AT ME WITH
EYES LTKE PINS.

HE STOOD UP.

TEXPECTEDHIM TOHIT ME. BUT HE DIDN 'T. HE
STARTED PACING BACK AMD FORTHLIKE A
MADMAN. RUMNING HIS HANDS OYER HIS HERD AMD
FACE. HE STARTED SAYING "FUCK." OYER AMD
OVER. FAST. LIKE SOMEONE CRTING. HE WASH T
REALLY CRYING. HIS YOICE WAS STRANGLED.

HE OPEMED AHD CLOSED THE KITCHEM DRAWER
WITH THE CUTLERY THREE OR FOUR TIMES. THEN
HE GOT ANGRY AND PULLED THE DRAWER ALL THE
WAY OUT. DUMPTIHG IT OMTO THE FLOOR. HE WAS
LOOKING FORALIGHTER.

THEN HE KTICKED HIS BELOVED TOTLET DOOR
UHMTIL HE PUMCHED AHOLE IN IT. WITHOUT
SATING A WORD.

FROMWHERE I WAS. IT LOOKED LIKE HE HEEDED A
CIGARETTE. SHAM 'S WHORE CIGARETTE PACK
WAS OM THE TABLE. I LOOKED AT IT AMD. IM THAT
MOMENT. T THOUGHT HE WAS GOTING TO TAKE THE
WHOLE THING. S0 I GRABBED IT FIRST. PULLED
OUT ACIGARETTE. AMD PUT IT IM MY MOUTH.



BUT DAD GRAEBBED THE FOLD-D0WN TABLE OF THE
TRAILER. IT WAS ATTACHED TO THE WALL.
SLIDTHGE UP AND DOWN TO BECOME ABED OR A
TABLE. BUT IT COULDN 'T BE REMOYED.

HE TOOK IT OUT OH THE TRBELE. HE YANKED I'T
LIKE AN ANGEYT AFPE. PULLING AMD SHOUTING
CURSES WITHA BROKEN YOICE. IN THE END HE
BROKE IT. THEM HE SLAMMED IT AGAIMST THE
WINDOW UNTIL IT OPENED, SNAFFPING THE
LATCHES THAT KEPT IT SHUT.

A FEWMINUTES LATER HE CAME BACK IHTO THE
TRAILER WITH THE TAELE. HE HAD HURT HIS
ELBOW. HE PUT THE TRELE BACK IN PLACE. OR
RATHER RESTED IT OM THE BROKEN HINGES. HE
STRAIGHTEMED IT AS BEST HE COULD.

THEM HE TOOK TWO GLASSES AMD SET THEM ON
THE TARBELE.

HE TOLDME TO GIVE HIMALL THE MOMEY I HAD.

I SATD IT WAS ITH MY BACKPACK. A FEWDOLLARS.
LESS THAN TEN.

HE CAME BACK WITH EEERS FROM THE HEIGHEOR.
HE SAID TO ME:
"LET "S DRINK.LET 'S ORINK.™

L]



"OKAY."
WE DRAME.
HE SAID IT SEVERAL TIMES.

HE POURED THE WARM BEER IMTO THE GLASS. HE
MOCKED ME REOUT MY GENMDER. I UNDERSTOOD
EEEEELHHDEEE 'SSHITTY BEER WASH T AN

I TOLDHIM I WAS THIRTEEM AMD THAT I
COULDN T DRINK. I SAID THE SOCTIAL WORKER
DIDM T WAMT ME TO. IN MY HEAD IT WAS
SUPPOSED TO BE A THREAT.

HE DIDN ‘T SAT ANTTHING. I THOUGHT HE ‘D SEEHN
ME SHORT COCAIME.

I SWALLOWED FASTER THAN I COULD ACTUARLLY
SWALLOW. WHEN I FIMISHED THE GLASS. HE
IMMEDIATELY POURED ME ANOTHER.

HE SAID HE '0 FEEDME TOMORROW. OR EVENM
RIGHT AWAY. IF I WANTED. THAT THERE WAS
ETJTA%EI_EEEUHH CANHED MERT. WHATEYER THE FUCK

IT TOOK ME A FEWSECONDS TO UMDERSTAMD WHAT
HE WAS SATING.

"0 0ON.MATT. GO 0ON. I "VE GOT STX BEERS AND I
WANT TO DRTHK THEM WITH YOU." HE SAID.

THEMHE STARTED TALKING DIRTY.



WITHMY MOTHER S HELP. I LIMPED OUT OF THE
GARAGE AND INTO THE DRTIVEWAY. MY STBLINGS
WERE BECOMING MORE AMD MORE
COMPASSTIONATE.

HE CAME AMD SAT DOWN MEXT TO ME. HE PUT AN
ARM AROUND MY NECK, AROUND MY SHOULDERS.
THAT PTECE OF SHIT WAS HUGGING ME.

HE SAID I OIDN ‘T MEED THE KNIFE. HE TOOK IT
OUT OF MY HAMD. I DIDN T WANMT TO GIVE IT TO
HIM.BUT I DON 'T KMOW WHY I DTON 'T RESIST.
MAYEE I ‘D DRUNK TOO MUCH.

I THOUGHT: NOW HE 'S GOING TO KILL ME.

BUT HE DIDNM ‘T STAE ME. HE THREW THE
WATERMELON KNIFE INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE
FUCKING MOEBILE HOME.

HE SAID I DIDN T MEED IT ANTWAY. BECAUSE HE
HAD CAMCER ALL THE WAYT TO HIS LUNGS.

I THOUGHT IT WAS A GOOD IDEA TO SMOKE THE
CIGARETTE.BUT WHEMILTT IT.HE SHAFPFED IT
IMHALF OUT OF SPITE.

SILENCE.

MOl WHAT 00 WE OO, OAC? 2T THOUGHT.
MOTHING.

MOT REALLY.



(OMITTELD BECAUSE THIS IS NOT A GAT EROTIC
STORT 2

AT HARREY "5 PLACE I STATED IN BED FOR TWO
DAYS WITHA FEVER. JTOHH S MOTHER CAME BY
WITHSOME MEDICINE. HARRY PAID HER EXACTLY
THE AMOUNT WRITTEN ON THE RECETIPT.

HAMNMA C*+++ SATD SHE WAS SHOCKED BY MY
IMSANE GESTURE.

THEH SHE THSTSTED OH EXAMINING ME. BUT IF
SHE 'S A LAWYER. WHAT THE FUCK DID SHE WANT
TO EXAMINE™ SHE SAID SHE "0 DONE OME YEAR OF
MED SCHOOL. THEN TOLD US A BEUMCH OF HER OWM
BULLSHIT.

WHAT AN IDIOT.

STILL.SHE SAID THAT IF WE WEREM 'T
OFFENDED. SHE ‘D ASK A DOCTOR FRIEMND OF HERS
TOCOME BY. JUST TO MAKE SURE I WASH 'T DY IHG.
I 'DSKTPPED ANTIBIOTICS FOR TWODATS AMD
HAD.LET "S SAY. HURT MYSELF AT MY DAD 'S
PLACE. I '0MADE THINGS WORSE BY WALKING TO
THE STATION AMD CHAMGING TWO BUSES.

"CRAZY STUFF." SHE KEPT REPEATING.
"STUFF WITHHNOHEARD OR TAIL."

"THIS IS AYERY SERTOUS MUTILATION." SHE
TOLDME.

“WHY DID YOU DO IT? THIS WASH 'T THE WAT."



I TOLD THE TRUTH.
I SATIDCHATGPT HAD SUGGESTED IT TOME.

WHAT SENSE DUES THAT MAKE?I THOUGHT. SHE ‘D
DONE A YEAR OF MED SCHOOL AMD DTIDN 'T EVEHN
KMOW HOW SEX CHAMNGE WORKS.

"MINETY PERCENT OF TESTOSTERONE IS
PRODUCED BY THE TESTICLES THBOYS." I
EXPLAINED TOHER.

"IHAD TO GET RIDOF THE T BEFORE IT COULD
START CIRCULATING IMNMY BODY. LIKE AMTS
IHSTDE AN AMTHILL."™

"YES. BUT WHY DID YOUALSO CuT—"
{THELITTLE FENIS &

"SINCE I WAS ALREADY THERE. I THOUGHT I
MIGHT AS WELL REMOYE EVERTTHING."

EVERYTHING.
TABLILA FASA.

“Y0OU 'LL HEED PLASTIC SURGERY.” HAMMA SAID
BLUMTLY.

"I 'LL SEE WHAT I CAN DO TOHELP YOu.™



THEM SHE TALKED TO HAREY ABOUT SOCIAL
SERVICES. RBOUT THE FACT THAT J4 HAD TO
WRITE A WILL NAMING HARRY AS MY GUARDIAN.

SHE REALLY SEEMED LTIKE SOMEONE WHO WANMTED
TOHELP US.AT LEAST, HELF ME. T 00N "T KHOW
WHETHER HARREY SHARED MY IDER OF A SHARED
LIFE EXPECTANCY. TWO SIELINGS WHO LOVE
EACH OTHER VERYT MUCH AMD WORK TOGETHER TO
LIVE WELL.LIKE A VERT SMALL FAMILY.
REDUCED TO THE BARE MIMNIMUM.

BUT I HAD A FEVER.

AHD WHAT COULD BE DESCRIBED AS A MILD KIHD
OF MONMKEY. LIKE INMOYIES, EXCEPT I WASH 'T
AS SICK AS IMMOVIES. I COMSTANTLY HRD A
STRANGE FEELTMG IN MY HEAD, WHICH I LATER
FOUMD OUT IS CALLED DIZZTHESS. IT 'S LIKE
BEIMG OM A CAROUSEL. OR LIKE YOU 'RE ABOUT
TOFAINT EVERY TEM MINUTES.

IF YOUGET USED TOIT. IT ALMOST FEELS LIKE
BEIMG HIGH. EYEN THOUGH IT "5 A SIGHNAL THAT
TOUR BERAINWANTS SOMETHING TOFEEL BETTER.

T FELT WERK.
AMD TIRED.
BUT I COULDHN 'T SLEEP.

I WAS SWEATING AS IF I WERE IM A SAUMA. EVEN
UHDER THE COVERS.



OBSESSIONS

HARRYT HAD BLEACHED HIS HATE BLOMD. FROM
THAT MOMENT ON, HE MEVER CHANGED EITHER THE
CUT Or THE COLOR AGAIN. HE LOOKEDLIKEA
JTAPANESE COMIC EOOK CHARACTER.

HE SOLD PHOTOS OF HIMSELF AND DI0D CAM SHOWS
WITHGAY MEM. SOMETIMES TEN A DAY, FOR
FIFTEEN DOLLARS. SOMETIMES EVEN JUST TEHN.
THEY PRIDHIMWITH GIFT CARDS OR OTHER
STSTEMS, BUT MOSTLY GIFT CARDS.

IT 'SHOT TEUE THAT OMLY GIRLS CAM SURYIVE
BY PROSTITUTING THEMSELVES. WHEN YOU 'RE
DESPERATE ENOUGH. EVEN HARRY, WHO ISH 'T
GAY.DOES IT.

AHD TODAY T RESPECT HIMALOT FOR THAT. HE
ALWAYS DIDIT WITHOUT COMPLATINING.

MHOW THINGS ARE DIFFERENT, BUT BACK THEN IT
WAS AJOB. AT FIRST I THOUGHT IT WAS HOTHING.

HARREY ASKED ME ITF I COULD SHOW HIM THE
WOUHD. T CAN TALK ABOUT THIS BECAUSE IT
ISH ‘T ANEROTIC DETAIL AND IT DDOESH 'T
REALLY COMCERNM SEXUAL ORGAMS ANTHMORE. IT
WAS THE FACE FROM 5HILEBETWEEN MY LEGS:
FLAPS OF SKINHELD TOGETHER BY THICK. DARK
STITCHES.

AS S00M AS HE LTFTED THE SHEET. HE WARS
SHOCKED AND IMMEDIATELY PUT IT BACK. AS IF
HE HAD DISCOYERED A CORPSE.



A FEWHOURS LATER. HE ASKED ME IF I WANTED TO
MAKE A DOCUMENTARY. HE WAS HOLDTHG A SMALL
EARLY -2000S YIDEQO CAMERA.

THE DOCUMENTARY IS SHORT. IT S 0N OUR
BOOKSTORE WEBSITE. IF YOU CAN T ACCESS IT
THEEE. IT 'S ALS0 UPLOADED ON &, WITH ZERO
REACH. IT 'SSTILL OMLINE. THERE 'SH
PERMALINE.

I WON 'T DESCRIBE HARRY S DOCUMENTARY. IT
DOCUMENTS THE STITCHES, THE WOUND. AHD THE
QUESTIONOF WHY I DIDIT.

THE YIDEO WAS ALSO ON YOUTUBE FOR A FEL
HOURS. THEM IT WAS REMOYED. OBYIOUSLY, FOR
SEXUALIZATION OF A MIMOR, SUICIDE. AND
OTHER REASONS.

THE STRANGE THIMG IS THAT THE FILE IS STILL
OUT THERE. YOU CAN FIND IT BY SEARCHING THE
HASH, OR TOU CAN WATCH IT ON &.

TODAY I "YE COME TO THE COMCLUSTION THART ON X
TOU CAN POST ANYTHING. EVEN SHUFF FILHMS,
RAPES. EXECUTIONS. WHAT » ALLOWS TS
UHBELIEVYABLE.

I 'MOHLY SAYING THIS HOWBECAUSE I WANT TO
SAY THINGS AS THEY ARE.

FROM THAT MOMENT OM. MY BROTHER BEGAN TO
SEE HIMSELF AS SOME KIND OF CROMENEBER(G
FILTERED THROUGH GAMS WAM SANT. WONG KAR -
WAT. AND FREMCH EROTIC CINEMA. ALL MTIXED
TOGETHER.



AS OF TODATY. HE HASN T BECOME FAMOUS. IN
RETURN. HE RECEIYES A LOT OF THRERTS OF
BEATINGS AND DEARTH.

AMOTHER THING I WAMT TOSAY IS THAT I DON 'T

FIND THE PHOTO OF HeCUGT REDUCED TO A HALF -
LIVING SKELETOMONDISPLAY AESTHETICALLY
IHNTERESTING.

HAREY DOES.
I THINK HARRY HAS PARTLY LOST IT.

HE DOES STRAMGE THIMGS. HE LIKES FEELING
GO0D. HE LISTENS TO MUSTIC THAT "0PENS THE
MIND."HE OMLY TAKES THINGS THAT CALM HIM
DOWN. SOMETIMES TOU SEE HIM MAKING DINMER
BY PUTTING CEREAL IN THE FRIDGE AMD MILK IN
THE CUPEORRD.

HE DOES IT BECAUSE HE WAMTS TO THINK LIKE
THE DIRECTORS HE LOYES. OR BECAUSE HE WANTS
TO IMPRESS SOMEONE. OR I DOM T KMNOW.

SOMETIMES I DON 'T HAYE MUCH RESPECT FOR
HIM. SOMETIMES I CHANGE MY MIMND AND GIVE
HIMAHMOTHER CHAMCE.

RIGHT MOW. I DOM T KMOL.

HE TRIES TO BE A FUNMDAMEMTAL PERSOM IM MY
LIFE. HE BOUGHT ME A HNEW COMPUTER. YERY
EXPENSIVE. S0 I COULDSTUDY.



TODAY I ATTEND AN ART HIGH SCHOOL. WE HAYE A
LOT OF SPACE DEDICATED TO CREATIVITY. AMD
THAT S WHY I LOYE MY SCHOOL.

MIDDLE SCHOOL WAS A HNIGHTMARE. HIGH SCHOOL
IS THEBEST TIMEOF MY LTFE. T THINK I 'M
LUCKY TOREALIZE THAT.

HAREY SAYTS SOMETHING THAT 'S VERY
IMPORTANT TOME. AMD I EELIEVE HIM. HE SAYS
WE DON 'T REALLY PARTICIPATE IM THE MOST
IHTENSE MOMENTS OF OUR LIVES, BECAUSE
THOSE MOMENTS OHLY GAIN MEAMING WHEH YOU
LOOK AT THEM FROM FAR AWAY.

THAT 'S WHY ALL THE HORRTBLE THINGS THAT
HAPPEMED OVER THREE TYEARS DIDM 'T FEEL
LIVED BACK THEM. I "M LIVING THEM HOW.

I 'MLIVING THEMMOWTHAT I 'MAGIEL. NOT
BIOLOGICAHL. LOCALLY MARGINALIZED, BUT
ALIVE. IN A HIGH SCHOOL.

THEREE WAS A MOMENT OF DISCONTINUITY. FAST
AMD UMCONTROLLABLE.

MOW I CAN LOOK BACK AMD SEE THE LIFE I 'VE
LIVEDSOFAR AS AFILM. I CANREALIZE THAT
THSTIDE THAT FILM I WARS AN ACTOR: A
SEXUALIZED. ASTMMETRICAL BODY THAT
SEDUCED AMD COULD BE SEDUCED.

MOW I CAN SAY THAT I KMOW WHAT IT MEANS TO
FALL IMLOVE. TOWANT SEx. EVEN IF SEx ISN T
FULFILLING FOR ME.

L]



THIS ISASTORY INWHICHEVERY NEWLINE
DEPENDS OH THE PREVYIOUS OHE AMD AT THE SAME
TIME CHANGES ITS MEAMING. HOT OMLY THE LTHE
AEOVE IT.BUT THE ENTIRE STORY.

MY LIFE.

SHARED SPACES.

WITHHARRY AHD TOHM.

CANCER

OCTOBER. SCHOOL STARTED AGATIH.

I AM THIRTEEHN.

HAREYT IS MINETEEN.

JOHH IS HIMETEEN AMD A HALF.

LARA CROFT IS TWENTY -ETGHT.

SHAM IS THIRTY -SEVEN.

MY MOTHER. IM GERMANTY. IS FORTY -FIVE.
EEEEEIETEE. TH SOUTH CAROLTHA. IS THIRTY -
MY FATHER IS SILTY-0NE. BUT HE LOOKS
EIGHTTY.

I WENT TO SCHOOL FOR THE FIRST TIME WEARING
ADRESS. IT WAS BEAUTIFLL.
AMD TERRIBLY PAINFLUL.

FPAINFUL FOR THE PEOPLE WHO MOCKED ME.
BECAUSE THEY HAD TO PROVE TO EVERYONE THART
THEYT WERE SMART. THAT THEY WEREN 'T FOOLED.
AMD IF THEY WEREN T FOOLED. IF THEY WERE
SMART. THEM THEY HAD TO TELL EVERYTONE THAT
I WASH 'T A GIRL EUT A BOY.



MOW I KMOW THIS HEVER GETS RESOLYED.
IT DOESH 'T MATTER.
THERE 'S MO POINT IN TRTING.

SO0OHER OR LATER SOMEONE UNMASKS TOU IN
FROMT OF EVERYONE. AS IF TO SAY:

é'E'ﬂh'U TFOOLELD.

I MHOT GAT.

OR SIMPLY THIS: THAT GIVING ME A
COMPLIMENT MEAMS DECLARING A SEXUAL
ATTITUDE. THE WORST OME OF ALL. THE ONE THAT
ACCEPTS AS SEXUALIZED THE BODYT OF A CHILD
WHO. IM YOUR ¥IEW. IS A BOT IN DISGUISE.

IF YOUGIVE ME THAT PLACE INSOCIETY. YOU
CAN T TAKE IT BACK. YOU CAN 'T SAY TOU WERE
DOTHG IT OUT OF PITY. BECAUSE YOU KHOW THE
OTHERS KHOW THAT S HOT TRUE.

IF YOU DO THAT. YOU ACCEFT ME RS A
CONSUMABLE OBTECT.
AHD I AM.

TODAY. IN HIGH SCHOOL. I KMOW THIS.

WHEM I WENT EACK WITHHARRY TO JJ 'S PLACE.
TO THE TRATILER., BECAUSE THE HOSPITAL
COULDN T KEEF HIMANMYMORE. HE WAS STABLE.
THAT IS: STABLY HERDED TOWARD DEARTH.

THAT 'S WHEN T STARTED TO UNDERSTAMD THAT I
HAD SOMETHING TO TRADE IMLIFE.

SOMETHING SAD.

LUGLY.



OESCENE.
IMPERFECT.

BUT SOMETHING.

FROM THAT MOMENT OM. T DIDN T SUFFER
PHYSICAL ¥YIOLEMCE ANTMORE.

I SUFFEREDAMNOTHER KIMO OF ¥YIOLEMCE:
STYMBOLIC. EMOTIONAL. REIFYTING.

MHOT PHYSICAL.

UHLESS YOU CONSIDER SEX A FORM OF PHYSICAL
AGGRESSION.

THREALITY. WHEN THERE IS THIS MUCH
ASTHMMETRY. SEX ISH 'T A SPONTANEOUS CHOICE.
EVEM IF IT CANLOOK LIKE ONE. IT "SH
PERFORMAMCE. IT SERYES OTHER PURPOSES. AMD
ITLOSES ITS VALUE.

IH THE END. I REALLY WAS DY IHG.

HE DID ONE MONTH OF CHEMOTHERAPY THROUGH A
MONPROFIT ORGAMIZATION. THEY EVALUATED
THE RESULTS. TALKED ARBOUT LIFE -EXTEHDING
THERAFIES. THEM THEY STOPFPED. THERE WAS HO
WAY TOGET THE MONEY.

JJ TREATEDHITMSELF WITH COCKTRILS OF
PAINKILLERS. AMND I M GLADFOR HIM BECAUSE
WHILE HE WAS DTING. IN THE END. HE WAS
ACTUALLY DOING PRETTY WELL.

HIS LIFE HAD RUN OUT OF MEANIMG.
THE MEAMIHG WAS MOMOTONY.



WAITING FOR THE MORPHINE TO WERR OFF.
TAKING MORE.

HE DIDM ‘T COMPLAIN MUCH. HE KMNEW HE HAD
BEEN A BAD PERSON TO HIS CHILDREN. AND HE
STATED THAT WAY UNTIL BOTHHARREY AMD I
STOPPED LOVING HIM.

E{J{IPI:E FOINT THERE WAS MO REASON TO KEEP
AMD HE COULD FINALLY BE DIAGNOSED WITH
CANCER.

FOR A TEXAN AMERICAN. CAMCER IS AM
TMMIGRANT. AN AFGHAN. A YIET COMNG.
SOMETHING TRYIMG TO EMTER YOUR PROPERTY
THAT YOU THINK YOU CAN SHOOT.

BUT THAT "S NOT HOW IT WORKS.

"DAD. YOU "KE REALLY A CHILD.” I TOLDOHIM.
I DIDN T WANT TOHURT HIM.

HE TALKED AEOUT FUTURE PLANS. I TOLD HIM.
WITHOUT SADTISH. THAT HE WOULD DTE SO0M.
THAT ALL HE HAD LEFT WAS TO REST. DOZE OFF.
AHD GET YERY HIGH.

SINCE HE WAS ALREADY A LOST CAUSE. HE COULD
TAKE WHATEVER HE WANTED.

T HEVER TOLD AMYONE WHAT 14 HAD DONE TO ME.
S0 HARRY AMD JOHMN ALWATS MADE SURE HE HAD
FLEHTY OF THINGS TODIE WELL.



SHAM MEVER SHOWED UP AGAINM. MOT EVEN FOR
HER TWENMTYT DOLLARS AND CIGARETTES.

CANCER IS A CONTAMIMATED ENYIRONMENT.
PEOPLE DOH 'T LTVE WELL TH COMTAMINATED
EMVYIRONMENTS.

A KINDOF DRY THANATOMORPHOSIS, SHRINKIMG
MY FATHER 'S BODT ALITTLE MORE EVERY DAY.

ﬁ:l:-lr?F'E I HURT HIMWHEN I TOLDHIM ILOYED

IFOLLOWED CHATGPT S INSTRUCTIONS STEP BY
STEP TO CHANGE THE PATIN-MANAGEMENT IWVS.
AHD I HOPE HE HEVER REALIZED THAT I LOVED
HIM. OR THAT I EVER HAD. SINCE I DIDN 'T STEAL
HIS MORPHINE.

THEEE WAS ALS0 A COMMUNITY NURSE. FOR POOR
FEOPLE DYING OF CAMCER.

I SAT ONTT 'S BED. WEARING MY WHITE DRESS
WITH TRIANGLES. CIRCLES. AMODLITTLE
COLORED STARS. I WASH "'THOT. L FELT GOOD.

I TOOK YERY LITTLE COCAIME. JUSTALITTLE.A
BABT DOSE.

AMD ALL THE PSTYCHIATRIST 'S PILLS AT ONCE.
AMD THE INYOLUNTARY -COMMITMENT PILLS.
AMD I SMOKED.

AT THIRTEEM. I HAD THE STROKE RISK OF A
FORTY -YEAR -0LD.
MAYEE.

L]



IF I 'DDONE CLOTTING TESTS.
MAYEE.

BUT I DIDN 'T CARE. HOT EYEMALITTLE.

I WAS HUME. ALWAYS A BIT. SOMETIMES ALOT.
SOMETIMES LESS.

I KNEW EVERY MOMENT WOULD BE AS CALM AS THE
OME BEFORE.

CALM.

RELAXED.
FEWEMOTIONS.

FEW THOUGHTS.
SILENCE IMMY HERD.

EVEREYTHING WAS FINE AS LOMG AS NOBODY LOST
THEIR MIND.

JJ OIDN ‘T TALK TOME. HE HATED ME. AND THAT 'S
WHY I TOOK CARE OF HIM. LIKEAPET.LIKE HE
HAD TAKEN CARE OF ME.

I MADE HIMWATCH A&, FOTATOALL DAT. WHEM THE
EFTSODES STARTED REPEATING. T PUT AN
AEBSURD AMOUNT OF EFFORT IMTO FIHDING
PUPPET CARTOONMS.

BEFORE HE DIED. JT AMD I WATCHED BEAUTTIFUL
THIMGS. THINGS THAT WILL STAT IMPRINTED ON
HIS POST-MORTEM RETINA FOREVER.

WE WRATCHED 7RAF OOOFR. ELUMFP IH THE NIGHT. IR
EBUMPMADE OF CLAY. AAAHH!!! REAL MONS TERS,
SOMETHING ELSE STUPID. AND OIMHOSALRS.



THERE WAS MORE PUPPET STUFF.
BUT THEM HE DIED.
AMD AT LEAST WE DIDN 'T GET TO SEE THAT.



WHAT HAPPENED WHILE DAD WAS DYIMG OF
CANCER

SOMEHOW I KHEW IT COULD HAPPEN AT ANY
MOMENT.

BUT I FELT PROUD OF MYSELF.

FOR NOT BEING ANGRY AT MY FATHER.
FOR MNOT HATING HIM.

HARRY AMD I HAD BURIED THE HATCHET.
LIKE COMIC-EQOK CHRRACTERS WHO OVERCOME
IMPOSSIELE OBSTACLES AND SURVYIVE.

HAREY AMD I WERE GEMUINELY HAFPY.

WE HAD TURMED HARRY 'S BED INTO A TABLE.
SINCE THE OTHER OME WAS BROKEN. TH THE
EVEMINGS WE ATE THERE. WHEN HARRY WAS HOME.

SOMETIMES JOHM AND HIS MOTHER CAME OVER.
LARA MADE SURE I WENT TO SCHOOL. THAT I
WASH 'T SUICIDAL. SHE HAD ME TAKE TESTS
SHOWTHG THAT STHCE I 'DILLEGALLY STARTED
TRAMNSITIONING, MY SOCIAL DISTRESS HAD
DECRERSED.

LARA DTDN 'T KHOW IT WAS A PIECE OF SHIT.
BUT IT DIDN 'T MATTER AMNYMORE.

I TOLDHER I WANTED TOSTAY CLOSE TO MY
FATHER WHILE HE DIED. AFTER THAT. I WOULD
FOCUS OH SCHOOL AMD INTEGRATION.

RIGHT MOW. I COULDHN 'T.



DAD WAS DYING. HE WOULD DIE S00M. HE HAD BEEHN

REDUCED TO THE BARE MINIMUM. HE COULD OHLY
BE FED THROUGH THE IV.

HIS STOMACH LOOKED LTKE SOMETHIMG OUT OF
CRIMES OF THE FUTLRE.

THE ESOPHAGUS CRUSHED BT A CLIMEING.
YENGEFUL CAMCER.

IGOT TWOWEEKS OFF SCHOOL WITH THE
APPROVAL OF DR. GRANT. THE COUNTY
PSYCHIATRIST. FOR WHOM I COUNTEDAS A
FUBLIC EXPENSE.

0OH DECEMBER TEMTH I STRRTED FILMING I
WITHHARRY 'S CAMCORDER.

I FTLMED HIM. DRY LIKE A MUMMY. THE IV DROFPS
FLOWING THROUGH THE TUBE INTOHIS
SHRIVELED HAND.

HIS MOUTH HUNG OPEN.
HE MO LONMGER SPOKE.
HE DIDM ‘T MOYE.

I HID THE SD CARDS.

HARREY EMCOURAGED ME.
LIKE AKILLER TEACHING TOUHOW TOUSER
WEAPON.

JOHM HAD HIS SAY TOO. HE THLKED TO ME ABOUT
AWARD -WINNING FILMS. 7HE ACT OF SEEINCG.
FALCES OF DEATH.

L]



HE SAID OURS WAS CLOSER TO 7HE ALT OF
SEETHEG MO REFLECTIONS OH WATER. I WAS
ALREADY TUTANKHAMUM *S MUMMY.

WE FTLMED HIM WHILE HTS DICK HAD KHOTTED
ITSELF AND DISAPPEARED IHTO THE MUCOUS
LOWER AEDOMEN.

THEH I WENT BACK TO SCHOOL.

I ‘DMISCALCULATED.

DAD SURVIVED THE FIFTEEN DAYTS OF LEAVE
GRAMTED BT THE FRIMNCIPAL.

THEH THANKSGEIYING CAME.
JJ OIED ON TANUART 16, 202E.

CLIHGING TOLIFE LTKE A GOBLTIH.
FOR THE SHEER PLEASURE OF IT.
TOHAUMT THE TRAILER ALITTLE LONGER.

HOURS.
DATS.
MINUTES.



INFINITE COLLAPSE FIELD

S00M I LOWERED MY HERD OMTO THE PILLOW ON
THE FROMT BED.

THE OHE WE COULDHN T USE, BECAUSE I 'S AMD
SHAM 'S THINGS WERE STILL THERE.

IN THE TEAILER. WE HAD GOTTEN RIDOF MOST OF
THE BOKES.

BEFORE SLEEFING THERE. WE CHECKED FOR
SPIDERS. EVEN THOUGH THERE HRD TO BE AT
LEAST ONE.

I HAD SEEN IT.

I FELL ASLEEP WHILE. FROM THE BACK OF THE
;?EILEE. IJ 'S FAN PUSHED A WEAK CURRENT OF
T HAD TIED STRIPS OF PAPER TO THE FAN GRILL.
THEY FLOATED IN THE AIR LIKE BRIGHT COLORS.

I LOOKED DOWN FROM THE BED.

HAREY HAD BEEN PLATING POKMON WITH JTOHM
UHTIL DAWN.

EVERY MOW AHD THEN T OPENHED MY EYES AND
WATCHED THEM SITTING AT THE SMALL TABLE.
YERONICAH COULDN T GO OUT AT HIGHT ON
SCHOOL DAYS.

SHE WAS A HORMAL GIEL.

HER FATHER HAD A TOE.

AHD HARRY WASH 'T LIKED BY ANYONE IH HER
FAMILTY.

I HESITATED BEFORE TOUCHING HIM.
MY HAMDS WERE SHAKING. TEARS WERE RUNMNING



DOWM MY FACE.

TFELTLIKE ACHILD.AMOD T HATED IT.

IH THE END I TOLD MYSELF: PLEASE DIE, DAL,
I COULDH 'T TAKE HIS SCREAMING AMTHMORE.

HIS LEGS WERE SWOLLEN.

$”E%EEEIHFIL FLUID WAS LEAKIMG OUT, SOAKING
HARRY RAM THTO THE TRAILER LTKE A WAR
REPORTER.

HE WAS FEANTICALLY LOOKING FOR THE CAMERRA.
HE FTLMED EVERYTHING HE COULD:

THE SWOLLEM BELLY.

THE LEGS BELOATED LIKE BALLOONS,

THE SHIT OVERFLOWING FROM HIS ASS.

I SAID0 WE HAD TO TAKE HIM TO THE BATHROOM.
BECAUSE IT WOULDFPROBABLY BE MY JOE TO
CLERAN THAT MESS.

HARREY TOLDME TO KEEP FTLMING AND TO TAKE
JJ TOHIS BELOVED TOILET.

HE COLLAPSED OH TOP OF IT. SHAKING LTKE A
MOSQUITOELECTROCUTED BY CURRENT.

IT WAS THE FIRST SMUFF MOYIE WE EVER
RECORDED.

MY FATHER DYING ON THE TOILET.

MEAMING THE FIRST DEATH.
ONE WE WERE MOT RESPONSIBLE FOR. BUT
WITHESSES TO.

HARRY SATDHE WAS SOREY JOHM WASH 'T THERE.



JJ WAS DEAD.
OR WOULD BE DERD YERY SO0N.
THE TUBES IN HIS ARMS HAD COME LOOSE.

HE WAS DEAD.

WE STATED THERE WATCHING JJ OM HIS
CHEMICAL TOILET. SURROUNDED BY THE STEMCH
OF SHIT AMD INTERNAL DECOMPOSITION.

THE EXPLOSION OF THE LOWER ABOOMEHN.

A RABELAISIAN BOOT EURSTING OPEM.

A WARHAMMER 40k MANUAL OM NURGLE.

FILMINGADEARD FERSOMNON THE TOILET. WHILE
SITTING WITHOUR BACKS AGATIHST WHAT WAS
LEFT OF THE TRARTLER KITCHENM. IS MNOTA
HEALTHY THING TODO.

HE WAS HO LOMGER TH DAMGER OF DTING.
HE WAS DEAD.

WHAT WAS THE POINT OF CALLTHNG ANTONE AT
FIVE IN THE MORMNING?

I BRATNWASHED MYSELF TO BLOCK THE PATH.
I MOVED QUICKLY TO THE PRFERWORK.

THE STACK WASH 'T BI: THE FORMS FOR MY
GUARDIANSHIP UMDER HAREY.

I TOLDHIM TOSTIGN THEM.

HE DID.

THE PAGES GOT SMEARED WITH SHIT.

JJ LOOKED LIKE A GEAT WAX STATUE MELTING
IHTO THE CHEMICAL TOILET.



HAREY TURNED AROUMD.

THERE WERE BEOTTLES UNDER THE STHK.
HE OPEMED A MELON VWODKR.

THE OME THAT WAS ALWAYS IN OUR HOUSE.

WE DRAMK TOGETHER.

HE OFFEEEDME A CIGARETTE.

I SMOKED WITHA GROWN PERSON.
A TOUGH PERSON.

A HARD PERSON.

HARREY SET THE CAMERA DOWM ON THE FLOOR.
THE BATTERY WAS ON ITS LAST RED BAR.

I ASKEDHIM. LIKE IT WAS A FAYOR. IF I COULD
REST MY HERD OM HIHM.

T HEEDED THAT KIHD OF AFFECTION.

HARRY HUGGED ME.

THEH IT WAS STk,

IWAS STILL HOLDING ON TO HARRTY.

THE CAMERA WAS OFF.

WE WERE LOOKING AT JJ DERD ON THE TOILET.

I TOLDHIMSOMETHING I THOUGHT HE HAD NEVER
UHDERSTOOD.

AMD THAT I DIDH 'T UNDERSTAMDO BACK THEN
EITHER.

I ASKEDHIMIF HE FELT LIKE KISSING ME.



